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Off to the Races 

A tiger in the tank: a pair of British brutes (yes, we use the term loosely) wait in 
the paddock at Texas World Speedway at the Corinthian Vintage Auto Race’s Fall 
event. 



 

In the spirit of this year’s theme of racing MGs, 
a group of Houston MG Club members headed 
off to Texas World Speedway (TWS) on Satur-
day, September 7 to watch vintage racing cour-
tesy of Corinthian Vintage Auto Racing 
(CVAR) participants.  

Part of the convoy group, Dwight Dawson 
(1973 MGB), Glynn Knight (1977 MGB) and 
Linda and Dave Renner (2008 WannaB) met 
up at Cy Fair High School on Hwy 290 and 
headed to John and Nancy Youens’ house in 
Magnolia to rendezvous with the Youens (1948 
MGTC), Roger Sykes (1965 MGB) and a guest 
driving his newly purchased 1958 MGA, Hank 
Lynch.  Hope the experience will encourage 
him to become a member. 

Queuing up behind the stalwart TC, the group 
headed off through countryside taking back 
roads back into the past to watch cars contem-
porary to the MGs take the track at speed. The 
cruise pace was brisk as the anticipation built 
up.   

We arrived at TWS at 10 am and were greeted 
by several HMGCC members who are also in-
volved with CVAR. Bob Crow joined Cragg 
Eubanks and Stephanie Norris as guides 

Off to the Races 
Dave Renner 

John test fits a Formula V 

through the pits. Both Bob and Cragg have raced with 
CVAR for years though neither had cars at the track for 
the weekend. Cole and Jane LaMaster were also on hand to 
enjoy the spectacle.  

We also had a chance to visit with Wayne and Isabel Har-
dy. This is Wayne's 15th year working CVAR RACES. His 
current role is as the HOT BOX official who enforces the 
pit penalties for racing infractions. Isabel was busy an-
nouncing the races. HMGCC members are dedicated to 
the sport of amateur car racing. 

We watched and enjoyed the heats which consisted of 
groupings of cars with engine displacements that made 
them competitive racing with each other. We saw MGs, 
Triumphs, Mustangs, Camaros, Javelins, Alfas, Jaguars, Lo-
tus(es?), Austin Healeys, Formula Vees and so many more 
classic machines, all in bright racing livery and full racing 



equipment. 
They ran were six or seven heats before the sched-
uled lunch break for competitors, at which time the 
real fun began. 

While the cats were away, the MGs (and a few oth-
ers) were allowed to play. All of the boy racers got to 
experience the thrill of taking laps around a real race 
track in their own cars. Those of us who didn’t have 
MGs begged seats as riding mechanics. We were led 
around the course by an official in a 1964 Chevrolet 
Corvair pickup truck! He kept a reasonable pace, but 
it still stirred the spirit and raised the blood pres-
sure. Awesome. 

Too soon, the big boys wanted their track back and 
we retreated to the sidelines. Once the glow cooled 
off, hunger set in. First we celebrated Cragg’s birth-
day with a piece of cake that Stephanie brought. 
Good as it was, it just whetted our appetites. About 
that time, Harvey Rutstein also caught up with us. 
Just in time to head out to nearby Bryan for barbe-
que and the final part of the day’s event. 

We followed Bob to C&Js BBQ joint in Bryan 
where we enjoyed a typical Texas feast and met up 
with John Vilas, proprietor of Vilas Motor Works, 
which was just a couple of blocks down Texas Ave. 
Well satiated, we trooped down to John’s shop to 
see the historically famous building it occupies and 
listen to John describe his business. He has worked 
with many of the racers we watched on the track ear-
lier, building racing engines as well as doing restora-

Hot Off The Press 
John Youens 



tion work on 
classic cars of all sorts.  

John was a complete gentleman answering 
questions and proudly showing off his 
space. It was a fitting conclusion to a day 
at the races. After an hour or so tour, we 
regrouped and headed back to our respec-
tive homes and left the vintage racers in 
our rear view mirrors. At least for that 
day. 

Foot note 1: In my first draft of this article, 
I failed to mention that the trip home 
wasn’t without it’s challenges, at least for 
the hardy MG drivers. When I asked him 

to proof my account for accuracy, John Youens com-
mented, “I notice you left out the whole "driving home in 
a torrential rain with a 20+ MPH headwind" epi-
sode.  Maybe you wanted to paint a rosy picture of the 
weather?  :-).” To which, I replied, “I guess it didn't 
make as much of an impression on a 2008 Volvo with a/
c and good weatherproofing. I will amend the article to 
reflect the "truth" as you know it.” 

Foot note 2: Rumor has it that Gordon Smith and 
“Regi” made an appearance at TWS to watch some 
racing the next day on Sunday. But, we will have to 
let Gordon tell his own story about that!  

 

 

 
Greg Fleischer 







 

The article below was submitted to the editors of this news-
letter.  The source has since become unknown, but we 
publish here with the original author’s kind permission: 

 

Here are some pictures of our friend Andy 
McGregor’s “new” MGB.  We have known 
that Andy is a demon motorcycle rid-
er/mechanic as well as a car enthusiast, but 
now he has crossed over to the dark side 
and purchased an MGB.  Here are his com-
ments. 

“I took the photo of my new car, driving it home 
for the first time having only just bought it. The 
photo was taken on the south side of Loch Ness. 

Feel free to post on your website if you wish. I’ve attached another view from the same place. 

Currently this is the only one of my vehicles which drives.... 

 

Although, I picked it up last weekend on the day the photo was taken. On the way home, I stopped three times to put the 
roof up when the rain came on. Each time the windscreen wipers refused to work with the roof up, and on one occasion 
the engine refused to turn over. 

The following day I drove home from work and noticed a strong smell of fuel.  When I stopped there was an obvious trail 
of petrol behind me. 

Still, those issues are fixed now.” 

 

 

Andy is an enthusiastic driver, a fami-
ly trait for sure. His uncle, a fellow 
Scot named Jackie Stewart, is known 
to hustle a car down the road on occa-
sion. Don’t know if Jackie taught 
Andy any driving tips or not.  

Loch Ness Roadsters 



 

Texas MG Register Announcement 
 
John and Nancy Youens, with a lot of help from our club, are sponsoring the 
Texas MG Register (our sister club) fall GOF in Navasota in October. Details 
are on the TMGR website: http://www.tmgr.org/events/fall-2013-gof/ and the 
online website registration will be up, hopefully, by August 24. There will be 
some really neat regalia available and you can preview it at the same location. 
  
If you would prefer, you can download a registration form right now at http://

www.tmgr.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Fall2013-tmgr-registration-

form.pdf and print it out to mail to the Youens. The address is on the form.  

Fall Gathering of the Faithful 
 



The updated membership roster is on the web-

site:  

http://houstonmgcc.com 

The password was provided to all paid members 

through an email delivered in March. Please 

check your information and let me know of any 

mistakes. 

If you have a problem getting the password to go 

through, right click the page and choose Reload 

or Refresh. That should wipe out the old infor-

mation and let you use the current password. 

Dixie 

dixiemoore@comcast.net  

Announcements 
 

mailto:dixiemoore@comcast.net


 
 
Sept. 2  7:00 HMGCC Monthly Meeting  Christie’s Restaurant 6029 Westheimer
  
 
Oct. 10-13 Days Fall Gathering of the Faithful 
 
 
Oct. 19  10:00 Houston British Motor Expo  LaCenterra Katy, TX 

 
 
 
Nov. 2    Coffee & Cars / Sugarland Historical Tour  Tomball, TX 
 
Nov. 6    HMGCC Monthly Meeting    Christie’s 
 
Dec. 7    Houston MG Car Club Christmas Party  Houston, TX 

Further On Up The Road... 

Around The Corner... 



Classifieds 

 

1950 MGTD 

Left hand drive.  Partial restoration (interior, rag top, dashboard, paint, wiring 
harness, minor mechanical in 1994).  Beautiful vehicle needing minor TLC.  Best 
reasonable offer takes her home.  713 523 7352.  

For Sale 

 
MG Midget offered from estate sale in Markham, TX.  All 
original, with original engine.  Not running. $800 
Also, 1500cc engine, separate.  $250 
Louis Kopnicky 979.843.5418 loukop@ykc.com 
 

For Sale 

1970 MGB $4500 obo 

Good daily driver. 93,000 miles, but the speedometer was not working when 
I got the car. Runs good. The brakes were re-done several years ago along 
with clutch master cylinder and radiator.  
Cosmetically, much of the car was re-done. Paint redone (originally a mus-
tard yellow color).  More photos available on request.  Durant, Oklahoma 
Boyd Nickels  580-916-6146  Boyd212@dishmail.net  

For Sale 

1948 MMG TC 

Prize winner – red with tan interior, grille and top – a true classic.   
See Wayne Moore or call for a complete description of the car. 
Price : $26,000.  Location :  Richmond, Texas 
Phone 281-342-5722     Email:  dixiewayne@comcast.net  

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
Car driven very little since engine,/transmission/chassis restoration years ago.  
Top, side curtains and tonneau cover fitted in 2008.  New coil and solid state 
distributor conversion.  New tires.  Spin-on oil filter.  Runs as good as it looks.  
Katy, TX.  Asking $18,500. 

Contact Bus Dowty (bus_n_judy@yahoo.com) 

For Sale 

mailto:Boyd212@dishmail.net


1956 MGA $14,500 
Runs well but needs some paint work. New interior and Tonneau cover available 
(not installed). It has been part 
of my life since 1978 and a continuing work in progress. With too many moves 
and another one in the works, it is 
just time to part ways. Please call 281-676-4330 

For Sale 

1958 MGA $13,500.00 
Owned about 5 years. Not pristine but a shiner and easy to upgrade. Motor is strong 
with new tune up, upgraded oil filter system and oil cooler. I have original wheels, steer-
ing wheel, and oil filter system. Some new chrome and parts with mini light wheels and 
Falken tires. New accessories that are not installed (carpet, carb kit, radiator kit). Kept in 
the garage and covered. Harvey Votaw 281 796.3767 

For Sale 

Classifieds 

’70 MGBGT 90% restored (Engine, Gearbox, paint, etc), BRG, $3,300 
’74 MGBGT Disassembled (rolling body) but mostly complete, with a very 
large variety of spare parts, $900 
  All together $4,000. 

John W. Bergeron 
Cell (281) 481-4379 

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
5 speed transmission installed by Ron Redding. All Mainte-
nance records since Nov. "69. Nice weekend driver. Ask Ron 

about its condition. $14,500.  
Bill Cook elizycook@comcast.net 

For Sale 

1971 B      Very nice condition. 
8000mi since complete restoration in 95/96. Lots of spares. Used as a daily driver for several years. It now has an-

tique plates. Located in Sargent, TX. Matagorda city.  
mcculleymj@att.blackberry.net 

 

For Sale 

mailto:mcculleymj@att.blackberry.net


MGA 1500 Block 
Everything present with exception of pistons, rods and valve cover.  Some new 

parts.  Nothing has been rebuilt. 
$1500 

Danny-Phu Nguyen 
713.517.2454 

www.annexhouston.com 

For Sale 

 1967 Austin Healey Sprite.  
Needs a few rust spots patched. Needs new paint, interior and tires.  Runs/drives just fine. It had 
current stickers last year and driven regularly. Floor pans are sound and rust free.  Replacement 
panels & parts included: wire wheels, corresponding rear axle and front hubs, original seats. 
Car has less than 49,000 miles. Asking $2800. Will entertain trades (full or partial). 
Call or text: 936-494-5178, Scott 

For Sale 

1965 MG-B 
Daily Driver. New interior in 2008 in great shape, wire wheels, chrome bump-
ers, pull handles, new radiator, new gas tank and general engine overhaul. 
Needs to be painted and some body work. Needs a new home. Will consider 
any serious offer. 
Contact Bill at: 713-582-7756 

For Sale 

Classifieds 



 

February 23, 2014 

This is the first call for any HMGCC members who are 
interested in joining their fellow members in a 7 day 
cruise out of Galveston on Royal Caribbean’s “Navigator 
of the Seas” on February 23, 2014. We are planning a 
cruise to the South Western Caribbean that stops in ports 
in three countries. The most southern port is Roatan, 
Honduras. Here you can see some excellent Mayan ruins, 
snorkel on the second longest reef in the world, tour wild-
life parks and play with the monkeys or shop until you 
drop. Our next stop is Belize City, Belize. Here too are 
excellent Mayan ruins to climb and explore as well as 
some terrific activities for beach lovers. Snorkelers will also 
love the islands off Belize. There are so many options here 
that you will have a difficult time deciding which activity 
to chose. The last stop is Cozumel. Here too, the options 
are many including trips to Tulum and Xel Ha ( Pron: 
Shell Ha). In the past we have hired our own private guide 
and taken a customized tour of the island, stopping at re-
mote seafood huts for lunch and touring the entire island. 

 At present we are looking at a rate for an inside 
room on deck 5-6 of $699 to $749 per person. The lower 
rate actually gets you an upgraded room if you happen to 
have served 2 years in the military. You will need to show 
a DD-214 form when you check in to the ship to get the 
lower rate. Discounted rates will also be available for bal-
cony and ocean view rooms. We hope to negotiate a few 
freebies depending upon how many sign up for the cruise. 

 So far, twelve HMGCC members have said they 
are ready to go on this trip. We do hope you will consider 
joining us on this very inexpensive vacation. If you are 
interested, please email me at gregoryulrich@sbcglobal.net 
and let me know of your interest. Deposits of $500 will be 
due in October with full payment in December. We will 
be holding a pre-cruise party sometime in October to an-
swer questions and to offer tips from past HMGCC cruis-
ers who have been on this itinerary. In the mean time you 
can call me at 281-814-2543 if you have any questions. 
Let’s make it: 

Safety fast ! 

Greg Ulrich 

HMGCC Sets Sail 
Greg Ulrich 

El Mirador at Cozumel 

Mayan Ruins at San Gervaiso 

mailto:gregoryulrich@sbcglobal.net


 
Dawson/1973 MGB 1), 2), 5), 8), 9), 11), 12), 16),  
   18), 19), 20), 21), 22), 23), 24), 25), 26), 28)   
       35.11088 
Smith/1964 MGB 2), 5), 6), 8), 9), 11), 12), 16), 19), 20), 22), 
   24), 27), 28)   32.3496 
Fleischer/1971 MGB 2), 5), 9), 12), 19), 20), 22), 25)  
       19.9264 
Sykes/1965 MGB 7), 9), 11), 13), 14), 16), 21), 28) 
       18.4404 
Myers/1971 MGB 9), 11), 12), 19), 22)   
       12.888 
Bard/1973 MGB 10), 11), 12), 18), 19), 20), 24), 25), 26) 
       12.3144 
Woodward/1980 LE 2), 3), 5), 11), 12), 16), 21), 23), 25) 
       11.0132 
Robbins/1968 GT 6), 9), 22), 25)   9.428.22 
Blum/1971 MGB 8), 9), 19), 20)   9.183 
McKitrick/1952 TD 2), 5), 6), 15)   7.617 
Holloway/1980 MGB 9), 22)    7.5774 
Cochran/1957 MGA 1), 5), 22), 25)   6.939 
Asbury/1962 MGA 11), 12), 22)   5.7876 
Snider/1976 MGB **), 2), 4), 10), 22)  5.5 
Ryder/1959 MGA 8), 12), 14)   5.4093 
Rook/1979 MGB 6), 20), 22), 26)   4.108 
Rosenquist/1955 TF/1949 TC 12), 16)   3.535 
LaMaster/1980 MGB/LE 11), 12)   3.4606 
Ulrich/1953 MGTD  12), 16)   2.821 
Schiller/1972 MGB  12), 19)   2.4 
Granberry/1953 MGTD  12)   1.7948 
Wiggins/1953 MGTD  24)   1.6744 
Renner/1974 MGB/GTV8 12)   1.5816 
Nguyen/1967 MGB/GT 12)   1.5672 
Kelley/1967 MGB   12)   1.524 
Dickey/1948 MGTC  25)   1.5 
Moran/1964 MGB  12)   1.356 
R Colwell/1960 MGA  12)   1.3 
Knight/1977 MGB  15), 28)   4.107  

 

1ME- Rosenquist/MGTC       28.5 
 
2ME- Wiggins/MGTC/MGYT/MGB     26.7 
 
3ME- Banes/MGTC/Model A      21 

2013 MG Driver Standings Dave Renner 

The Sykes Formula 
 

Each event is worth 1 point  
(Average of 25 miles round trip from the driver's 
house)  
Each additional mile will be worth .01 points 
(mileage per GPS routing to null out speedo error 
and/or circuitous roads) 
To compensate for car age, assume the following 
coefficients: 
TC or older                    1.5 
TD or TF                        1.4 
A or Magnette                1.3 
CB - B, C, Midget           1.2 
RB - B, C, Midget               1.1 
 
 We can then construct the following examples 
based on the formula: 

(BEP + MC) x AC = TPV 
(Basic Event Point + Mileage Correction) x Age 
Coefficient = Total Point Value 

 
Example:  2010 GOF/ Palestine   
Roger Sykes (MGB)     vs.     John Youens (MGTC) 
 
Roger’s Distance (miles per GPS) 
255 (140 each way = 280-25) x .01 = 2.55, so 
(1 + 2.55) x 1.2 = 4.26 Total value for that event 

 
 John's Distance (miles per GPS) 
265 (145 each way = 290-25) x .01 = 2.65, so 
(1 + 2.65) x 1.5 = 5.475 Total value for that event 
 

 Formula created by Roger Sykes for the Houston MG Car Club 
01/10/11  

**) bonus points 2012 Christmas Party, 1) Chil-

drens Museum, 2) Tech Session, 3) February 

Coffee and Cars, 4) February meeting, 5) Fire 

Museum, 6) March meeting 7) March Coffee and 

Cars, 8) Past Presidents’ Party, 9) Trip to Bourne, 

10) April meeting, 11) April Coffee and Cars - 

Prez Social/Fajita Party, 12) Play Day, 13) Trinity 

Car Show, 14) Keels and Wheels, 15) May meet-

ing 16) Spring GOF/Salado, 17) May Coffee and 

Cars, 18) June meeting, 19) Daddy-O’s Birthday, 

20) July meeting, 21) July Coffee and Cars, 22) 

Pinewood GT, 23) August Coffee and Cars, 24) 

August meeting, 25) Museum of Printing History, 

26) September meeting, 27) September Coffee 

and Cars, 28) CVAR event/College Station  





Are You Ready for Next Year? 
Dave Renner 



 

The Houston MG Car Club is an open marque club dedicated 

to the promotion and enjoyment of motor sports in all aspects. 

Meetings are held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Christie’s Seafood Restaurant, 6029 Westheimer, 
Houston. 

Membership dues are $30 per year. Applications can be ob-
tained from our website and mailed to the club address or to 
the membership chair. Renewals, change of address and other 
membership-related correspondence should be sent to: 

Gordon Smith 

8022 Agora Circle 

Sugarland, TX 

 

Houston MG Car Club 

 
John Youens President    

Keith Ryder V. President  

Danny Phu-Nguyen Secretary  

Nancy Youens Treasurer  

2013 Club Officers 

 

Fran Schrage 

Derek Scovell 

Candace Dawson 

Ray Holtzapple 

Larry Rook  

  

Board of Directors 

 
Dixie Moore       Hospitality 281.342.5722 

Dave Renner      Events 713.683.0384 

Gordon Smith   Membership  

Don Lantz          Regalia 281.341.7033 

Dwight Dawson  Webmaster  

Committee Chairs 

 
MG Car Club, Ltd.   Abingdon, UK 

MG Owners Club    Cambridge, UK 

MG Car Club Holland   The Netherlands 

New England MGT Register   Oneonta, NY 

North American MGA Register  Portland, OR 

North American MGB Register  Akin, IL 

American MGB Association   Chicago, IL 

Club Affiliations 

THE ROARS 

 

You can advertise in The Roars to reach cus-
tomers.  Advertising rates are listed.  To post an 
ad in The Roars, please submit your payment 
with your ad in an electronic format to: 

Larry Rook 

Editor, The Roars 

l_rook@yahoo.com 

Advertising  

COMMERCIAL ADS 

Business Card Size  $50/yr 
Quarter Page Size  $70/yr 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Members    Free/3 months 
Non-Members   $20/3 months 

Rates 
Larry Rook  Editor 972.816.1094 


