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THE ROARS 

On The Farm at The George Ranch 

One Horsepower - a ranch hand demonstrates the handling and steering of an 
American quarter horse - stalwart of the old West. 



 

HMGCC members gathered at the historic 
George Ranch southwest of Houston for a 
fun and educational experience on the busi-
ness of big farming in the halcyon years of 
the Old West. 

No “Theme from Rawhide” or rhinestones 
to be found (not even a drugstore cowboy).  
This was the real deal and how real ranches 
operated throughout much of the history of 
the US. 

Many ranches have come and gone, and to-
day’s modern ranches are thoroughly massive 
operations, or hobby farms with a few organ-
ic vegetables.  But the George Ranch exem-
plifies what a true, working ranch looks like. 

On The Farm at The George Ranch 
 

More fuel for the fire: the blacksmith 
tends his irons. 



On The Farm at The George Ranch 
 

Anyone who would like to host an event in 

2014, please contact Dave Renner to dis-

cuss and get on the calendar as soon as 

possible.  2014 is shaping up to be a very 

busy year! 

Dave Renner 

cell phone: 713-301-7620 

email: drenner@sbcglobal.net  



Are You Ready for Next Year? 
Dave Renner 



Classifieds 

 

1950 MGTD 

Left hand drive.  Partial restoration (interior, rag top, dashboard, paint, wiring 
harness, minor mechanical in 1994).  Beautiful vehicle needing minor TLC.  Best 
reasonable offer takes her home.  713-523-7352.  wmurray.air@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale 

 
MG Midget offered from estate sale in Markham, TX.  All 
original, with original engine.  Not running. $800 
Also, 1500cc engine, separate.  $250 
Louis Kopnicky 979.843.5418 loukop@ykc.com 
 

For Sale 

1970 MGB $4500 obo 

Good daily driver. 93,000 miles, but the speedometer was not working when 
I got the car. Runs good. The brakes were re-done several years ago along 
with clutch master cylinder and radiator.  
Cosmetically, much of the car was re-done. Paint redone (originally a mus-
tard yellow color).  More photos available on request.  Durant, Oklahoma 
Boyd Nickels  580-916-6146  Boyd212@dishmail.net  

For Sale 

1980 MGB 
Inca Yellow.  13,700 actual miles.  2nd owner since 1998, driven weekly.  Good 
tires, original throughout with A/C, tonneau, top boot, zipper rear window.  
Even the clock works! 

$8700 
Richard  at 281.773.0409 rbabaian@mdanderson.org  

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
Car driven very little since engine,/transmission/chassis restoration years ago.  
Top, side curtains and tonneau cover fitted in 2008.  New coil and solid state 
distributor conversion.  New tires.  Spin-on oil filter.  Runs as good as it looks.  
Katy, TX.  Asking $18,500. 

Contact Bus Dowty (bus_n_judy@yahoo.com) 

For Sale 

mailto:Boyd212@dishmail.net


1956 MGA $14,500 
Runs well but needs some paint work. New interior and Tonneau cover available 
(not installed). It has been part 
of my life since 1978 and a continuing work in progress. With too many moves 
and another one in the works, it is 
just time to part ways. Please call 281-676-4330 

For Sale 

1958 MGA $13,500.00 
Owned about 5 years. Not pristine but a shiner and easy to upgrade. Motor is strong 
with new tune up, upgraded oil filter system and oil cooler. I have original wheels, steer-
ing wheel, and oil filter system. Some new chrome and parts with mini light wheels and 
Falken tires. New accessories that are not installed (carpet, carb kit, radiator kit). Kept in 
the garage and covered. Harvey Votaw 281 796.3767 

For Sale 

Classifieds 

’70 MGBGT 90% restored (Engine, Gearbox, paint, etc), BRG, $2500 
’74 MGBGT Disassembled (rolling body) but mostly complete, with a very 
large variety of spare parts, $1000. 
  All together $3500. 

John W. Bergeron 
Cell (281) 481-4379 

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
5 speed transmission installed by Ron Redding. All Mainte-
nance records since Nov. "69. Nice weekend driver. Ask Ron 

about its condition. $14,500.  
Bill Cook elizycook@comcast.net 

For Sale 

1971 B      Very nice condition. 
8000mi since complete restoration in 95/96. Lots of spares. Used as a daily driver for several years. It now has an-

tique plates. Located in Sargent, TX. Matagorda city.  
mcculleymj@att.blackberry.net 

 

For Sale 

mailto:mcculleymj@att.blackberry.net


MGA 1500 Block 
Everything present with exception of pistons, rods and valve cover.  Some new 

parts.  Nothing has been rebuilt. 
$1500 

Danny-Phu Nguyen 
713.517.2454 

www.annexhouston.com 

For Sale 

 1967 Austin Healey Sprite.  
Needs a few rust spots patched. Needs new paint, interior and tires.  Runs/drives just fine. It had 
current stickers last year and driven regularly. Floor pans are sound and rust free.  Replacement 
panels & parts included: wire wheels, corresponding rear axle and front hubs, original seats. 
Car has less than 49,000 miles. Asking $2800. Will entertain trades (full or partial). 
Call or text: 936-494-5178, Scott 

For Sale 

1965 MG-B 
Daily Driver. New interior in 2008 in great shape, wire wheels, chrome bump-
ers, pull handles, new radiator, new gas tank and general engine overhaul. 
Needs to be painted and some body work. Needs a new home. Will consider 
any serious offer. 
Contact Bill at: 713-582-7756 

For Sale 

Classifieds 



 

One of the first modifications that I did to my 
MG TC was to install brighter and more visible 
rear lighting.  My two requirements were easy 
removability and no drilling.  I used reproduc-
tion ’29 Ford Model A tail lamps since I like the 
style and high-quality reproduction units and 
stanchions are available through Sacramento 
Vintage Ford.   

 

I wanted the lamps high enough to be visible to 
the typical 2 ½ ton SUV driving Houstonian.  I 
also wanted the bracket assembly to be as incon-
spicuous as possible.  Since I didn’t want to drill 
any holes, it made sense to build a single bracket 
and utilize the two bolts which hold the gas tank 
straps.  The bar itself is cold-rolled steel, 1.25” 
wide by .25” thick purchased from Lowe’s.  The 
overall width of the main bracket is 38”.  In or-
der to conceal the main bracket, I cut two 2” 
long pieces from the same bar, radiused the 

TC Auxiliary Tail Lamps 
John Youens 

ends, and drilled holes to fit the gas tank bolts.  This allows 
the horizontal main bracket to nest  

 

behind the gas tank just above the tank to body rubber.  
Welding these two bars to the main bracket required measur-
ing many times, tack welding, trial fitting, and finally welding 
solidly.  Luckily, I got it right the first time and didn’t have 
to cheat by making oblong holes.  

 

The Model A stanchions needed to be cut down in order to 
fit the lamps closer to the body and a bit lower for a better 
appearance.  The final length is approximately 2”.  The ends 
of the horizontal main bracket were trimmed to fit the con-
tour of the cut stanchions.  After welding and finishing, the 
brackets were painted semi-gloss black.   

 
The weld (after taking precise measurements) 

Reproduction ‘29 Ford Model A tail lamps 



 

TC Auxiliary Tail Lamps 
John Youens 

I painted the brackets semi-gloss black. 

A modern upgrade over the original Lucas “D” lamp 

Wiring was spliced into the original wires running 
to the D-lamp, and routed between the tank and 
body to a connector.  A matching connector was 
used on the light bar, and all of it was covered with 
a vintage-style wiring loom sourced from eBay.  I 
applied padding to the bar to protect the body 
paint.  The light output is much brighter than stock 
(especially the all-important brake lamps).  This 
modification, along with both mechanical and hy-
draulic brake light switches makes me feel much 
safer on the road. 



 

The Royal Automobile Club’s an-
nual veteran car run takes place on 
the first Sunday of every November 
and commemorates the emancipa-
tion run of 14th November, 1896, 
which celebrated the passing into 
law of the Locomotives On The 
Highway Act that raised the speed 
limit for light locomotives from 
4mph to 14mph and abolished the 
requirements for these vehicles pre-
ceded by a man on foot waving a 
red flag—consequently the “Red 
Flag Act.” 

Not a race, but rather an endurance of man and 
machine, the annual event hit its 117th year and 
is the longest running and greatest motoring cele-
bration attracting over 500 automobiles with eligi-
bility that requires the cars be of 3-4 wheel design 
and certified that they were built prior to January 
1, 1905. 

Our son John (who incidentally placed 5th out of 

The London to Brighton Run 
Cole LaMaster 

50 drivers racing his Lotus Elise in the Lotus Cup 
UK Championship this season) and I attended this 
year’s send-off and it was something to behold—more 
putt-putting and pushing to get started, along with 
several breakdowns before the cars ever left the start-
ing gate for the 60 mile run from London’s Hyde 
Park to the seaport resort of Brighton.  The weather 
was brisk and very few cars had windscreens, so the 
really heavy clothes of the period were definitely in 
fashion at this year’s event. 

On the first run of 1896, 33 pioneering motorists set 
off from the Metropole Hotel in central London on 
the run, enduring rough road to the Sussex resort 



and 
Metropole Hotel of Brighton.  But only 14 of 
the starters actually made the journey and 
some evidence shows that one car - an elec-
tric model - was taken by rail (Rail Queen) 
and covered with mud before crossing the 
finish line! 

Concurrent with this year’s festivities that 
cover the weekend was a motor show on Re-
gent Street and the marque of honour was 
Aston Martin, with every car from the earli-
est models to the latest iteration on display - 
James Bond’s car included. 

This year there were over 160 cars participat-
ing, with Cadillac and Oldsmobile well repre-
sented along with one Ford that we saw.  In-

dividual values ranged from £25,000 to several mil-
lion - so hang on to those MGs! 

Cole LaMaster 

The London to Brighton Run 
Cole LaMaster 



 

The HMGCC means so many things to so many peo-
ple. The love of MG’s can mean different things to dif-
ferent club members. One activity that our members 
have enjoyed over the years is the chance to get together 
on an ocean cruise and to share all things MG. We not 
only get to know each other better but have the chance 
to share the stories and experiences that surround our 
cute little cars. 

Plans have now been made for our next cruise and sev-
eral of your fellow HMGCC members have already 
signed up for a 7 day cruise out of Galveston on the just 
refurbished Royal Caribbean’s “Navigator of the Seas”. 
It is not too late to join your fellow HMGCC members 
and to hop on board. Our ship leaves Galveston Febru-
ary 23, 2014 for a cruise to the south western Caribbe-
an and stops in ports in three countries. The most 
southern port is Roatan, Honduras. Here you can see 
some excellent Mayan ruins, snorkel on the second 
longest reef in the world, tour wildlife parks and play 
with the monkeys or shop until you drop. Our next 
stop is Belize City, Belize. Here too are excellent Mayan 
ruins to climb and explore as well as some terrific activi-
ties for beach lovers. Snorkelers will also love the islands 
off Belize. There are so many options here that you will 
have a difficult time deciding which activity to chose. 
The last stop is Cozumel. Here too, the options are 
many including trips to Tulum and Xel Ha ( Pron: Shell 
Ha). In the past we have hired our own private guide 
and taken a customized tour of the island, stopped at a 
local school and stopped at remote seafood huts for 
lunch and touring the entire island. 

At present we are looking at a rate for an inside room 
on deck 6-8 of $600 to $850 per person. These rates are 
for a specific room and the lower rate is a special mili-
tary rate for those who have served two years or more in 
the military. You will need to show a DD-214 form 
when you check in to the ship to get the lower rate. 
Even lower rates are available for “unassigned” rooms in 
various categories and free upgrades are sometimes pos-
sible. The ship is filling up fast. It will be coming fresh 
out of refurbishment in January 2014 and cruise enthu-
siasts want to be among the first to sample the latest in 
safety and entertainment technologies and specialty din-

HMGCC Sets Sail 
Greg Ulrich 

The new pier at Roatan 

Chacchoben Ruins 



ing. I am 
told that the Navigator is to be a test 
for new technologies that will be com-
ing out in a few years in the Oasis 
Class mega-ships. 

The HMGCC has done several of 
these cruises in the past and members 
who have gone on them want to 
know when the next cruise will be. If 
you are interested in joining us, you 
can sign up by calling Holly Dawson 
at “Vacations to Go”, 1-800-514-9986, 
Ext 7797 or by contacting your favor-
ite travel agent. If you use your own 
agent, be certain to ask them to call 
Holly to link your booking number to 
the Houston MG Car Club group for 
dining purposes. 

As we get closer to our travel date, we will hold a pre-
cruise party to discuss optional tours and to exchange 
tips on sailing out of Galveston. You can call me at 281-
578-2540, check the Royal Caribbean website or call 
Holly for additional information.  

As always, keep it 

Safety fast ! 

Greg Ulrich 

HMGCC Sets Sail 
Greg Ulrich 

...and the Blums Formal night and the Meyers 



 
Dawson/1973 MGB 1), 2), 5), 8), 9), 11), 12), 16), 18), 19), 20), 21), 
   22), 23), 24), 25), 26), 28), 29), 30), 31), 32)    
       46.18688 
Smith/1964 MGB 2), 5), 6), 8), 9), 11), 12), 16), 19), 20), 22), 24), 
   27), 28), 29), 31)   
       36.822 
Fleischer/1971 MGB 2), 5), 9), 12), 19), 20), 22), 25), 31), 32) 
       24.2656 
Sykes/1965 MGB   7), 9), 11), 13), 14), 16), 21), 28), 31), 32) 
       24.1284 
Woodward/1980 MGB  2), 3), 5), 11), 12), 16), 21), 23), 25), 30), 32) 
       13.6224 
Bard/1973 MGB  10), 11), 12), 18), 19), 20), 24), 25), 26), 29) 
       13.5864 
Myers/1971 MGB 9), 11), 12), 19), 22)  12.888 
Blum/1971 MGB  8), 9), 19), 20), 31)  11.979 
Robbins/1968 B/GT/1964 MGB 6), 9), 22), 25), 32) 10.9088 
Cochran/1957 MGA 1), 5), 22), 25), 31)  10.098 
Ryder/1959 MGA 8), 12), 14), 31)   10.0632 
McKitrick/1952 MGTD 2), 5), 6), 15)   7.617 
Holloway/1980 MGB  9), 22)    7.5774 
Asbury/1962 MGA 11), 12), 22), 32)   7.254 
Snider/1976 MGB **), 2), 4), 10), 22), 32)  6.8112 
LaMaster/1980 MGB/LE 11), 12), 31)   5.3196 
Rook/1979 MGB  6), 20), 22), 26)   4.108 
Rosenquist/55 TF/49 TC 12), 16)    3.535 
Ulrich/1953 MGTD 12), 16)    2.821 
Schiller/1972 MGB 12), 19)    2.4 
Turnbull /1980 MGB 32)    2.277 
Granberry/1953 MGTD 12)    1.7948 
A Colwell/1967 MGB/GT 32)    1.7208 
Wiggins/1953 MGTD 24)    1.6744 
Renner/1974 B/GTV8 12)    1.5816 
Nguyen/1967 MGB/GT 12)    1.5672 
Kelley/1967 MGB 12)    1.524 
Dickey/1948 MGTC 25)    1.5 
Moore/1948 MGTC 31)    1.5 
Moran/1964 MGB 12)    1.356 
R Colwell/1960 MGA 12)    1.3 
Knight/1977 MGB 15), 28)    4.107 
 

MainExiles 
1ME- Rosenquist      70.5 
 
2ME- Wiggins        56.4 
 

3ME- Banes                              52.5 

2013 MG Driver Standings Dave Renner 

The Sykes Formula 
 

Each event is worth 1 point  
(Average of 25 miles round trip from the driver's 
house)  
Each additional mile will be worth .01 points 
(mileage per GPS routing to null out speedo error 
and/or circuitous roads) 
To compensate for car age, assume the following 
coefficients: 
TC or older                    1.5 
TD or TF                        1.4 
A or Magnette                1.3 
CB - B, C, Midget           1.2 
RB - B, C, Midget               1.1 
 
 We can then construct the following examples 
based on the formula: 

(BEP + MC) x AC = TPV 
(Basic Event Point + Mileage Correction) x Age 
Coefficient = Total Point Value 

 
Example:  2010 GOF/ Palestine   
Roger Sykes (MGB)     vs.     John Youens (MGTC) 
 
Roger’s Distance (miles per GPS) 
255 (140 each way = 280-25) x .01 = 2.55, so 
(1 + 2.55) x 1.2 = 4.26 Total value for that event 

 
 John's Distance (miles per GPS) 
265 (145 each way = 290-25) x .01 = 2.65, so 
(1 + 2.65) x 1.5 = 5.475 Total value for that event 
 

 Formula created by Roger Sykes for the Houston MG Car Club 
01/10/11  

**) bonus points 2012 Christmas Party, 1) Childrens 

Museum, 2) Tech Session, 3) February Coffee and 

Cars, 4) February meeting, 5) Fire Museum, 6) March 

meeting 7) March Coffee and Cars, 8) Past Presidents’ 

Party, 9) Trip to Bourne, 10) April meeting, 11) April 

Coffee and Cars - Prez Social/Fajita Party, 12) Play 

Day, 13) Trinity Car Show, 14) Keels and Wheels, 15) 

May meeting, 16) Spring GOF/Salado, 17) May Coffee 

and Cars, 18) June meeting, 19) Daddy-O’s Birthday, 

20) July meeting, 21) July Coffee and Cars, 22) Pin-

ewood GT, 23) August Coffee and Cars, 24) August 

meeting, 25) Museum of Printing History, 26) Septem-

ber meeting, 27) September Coffee and Cars, 28) 

CVAR event/College Station 29) October meeting, 30) 

October Coffee and Cars, 31) Fall GOF/Navasota, 32) 

Fall Car Show, 33) George Ranch, 34) November 

meeting  



Are You Ready for Next Year? 
Dave Renner 



 

The Houston MG Car Club is an open marque club dedicated 

to the promotion and enjoyment of motor sports in all aspects. 

Meetings are held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Christie’s Seafood Restaurant, 6029 Westheimer, 
Houston. 

Membership dues are $30 per year. Applications can be ob-
tained from our website and mailed to the club address or to 
the membership chair. Renewals, change of address and other 
membership-related correspondence should be sent to: 

Gordon Smith 

8022 Agora Circle 

Sugarland, TX 

 

Houston MG Car Club 

 
John Youens President    

Keith Ryder V. President  

Danny Phu-Nguyen Secretary  

Nancy Youens Treasurer  

2013 Club Officers 

 

Fran Schrage 

Derek Scovell 

Candace Dawson 

Ray Holtzapple 

Larry Rook  

  

Board of Directors 

 
Dixie Moore       Hospitality 281.342.5722 

Dave Renner      Events 713.683.0384 

Gordon Smith   Membership  

Don Lantz          Regalia 281.341.7033 

Dwight Dawson  Webmaster  

Committee Chairs 

 
MG Car Club, Ltd.   Abingdon, UK 

MG Owners Club    Cambridge, UK 

MG Car Club Holland   The Netherlands 

New England MGT Register   Ridgefield, CT 

North American MGA Register  Portland, OR 

North American MGB Register  Akin, IL 

American MGB Association   Chicago, IL 

Club Affiliations 

THE ROARS 

 

You can advertise in The Roars to reach cus-
tomers.  Advertising rates are listed.  To post an 
ad in The Roars, please submit your payment 
with your ad in an electronic format to: 
Larry Rook 
Editor, The Roars 
l_rook@yahoo.com 

Advertising 

 

COMMERCIAL ADS 

Business Card Size  $50/yr 
Quarter Page Size  $70/yr 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Members    Free/3 months 
Non-Members   $20/3 months 

Rates 
Stephanie Norris Editor  

Larry Rook  Editor 972.816.1094 


