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THE ROARS 

Reindeer & Racing at the Christmas Party 
In keeping with the club’s 2013 racing 
theme, many HMGCC members wore 
racing attire to the annual Christmas 
party held at Christie’s Seafood on 
Dec. 8th.  Gordon and Fran organized 
a fantastic, festive party with a fine at-
tention to detail, including racing car 
party favors and delectable cocktails 
named “Start Your Engines” and “The 
Finish Line.” 

After a delicious buffet dinner the fol-
lowing awards were presented: 
Drivers Award–Dwight Dawson 
BOD Special Service Award–Ron 
Redding 
Alan Raynes Broken Crankshaft–
Gordon D. Smith - second year in a 
row (a dubious honor) 

Presidents Award–Fran Schrage and 
Gordon D. Smith 
Special Texas theme award given by 
Wayne and Dixie–John Youens  
Special 'present' from Dave Renner–
Lena and Larry Rook for passing on 



their sports 
car enthusiasm on to the next generation.  

Lucky raffle ticket holders were fortunate to 
go home with clever gift baskets that were 
chock full of all sorts of goodies from bottles 
of wine to decadent chocolate treats.   

 

 

  

Reindeer & Racing at the Christmas Party 

Racing Hearts 



Upholstery Tech Session Jan. 18 
Dave Renner 



         Sweetheart Rallye 

 

Dave Renner 



         Hemi Hideway 

The Houston MG Car Club has been invited to visit the Hemi 
Hideaway, a unique automobile collection at 1172 Wilpitz Rd, 
Brookshire, Texas 77423, on Saturday, March 22, 2014. 
 

We have a reservation for 1:30 pm to see the cars and auto 
memorabilia with a meal to follow at 3:00 pm. The invitation is 
for 60 to 90 car lovers to see a one of a kind group of ‘60s 
and ‘70s vintage Chrysler hemi engine muscle cars (Dodges 
and Plymouths). 
 

We are inviting other British car clubs to join us for the event, 
so let me know if you want to come early so I can put you on 
the list.   
 

Contact Dave Renner, HMGCC Events Coordinator to let me 
know if you want to come. Call 713-301-7620 or email: dren-
ner@sbcglobal.net 
 

For more info about the venue, 
look at the website at:   
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Hemi-
Hideout/576273492417063 
 

Dave Renner 

Anyone who would like to host an event in 
2014, please contact Dave Renner to discuss 
and get on the calendar as soon as possible.  
2014 is shaping up to be a very busy year! 
Dave Renner 

cell phone: 713-301-7620 

email: drenner@sbcglobal.net  



Classifieds 

 

1950 MGTD 

Left hand drive.  Partial restoration (interior, rag top, dashboard, paint, wiring 
harness, minor mechanical in 1994).  Beautiful vehicle needing minor TLC.  Best 
reasonable offer takes her home.  713-523-7352.  wmurray.air@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale 

 
MG Midget offered from estate sale in Markham, TX.  All 
original, with original engine.  Not running. $800 
Also, 1500cc engine, separate.  $250 
Louis Kopnicky 979.843.5418 loukop@ykc.com 
 

For Sale 

1970 MGB $4500 obo 

Good daily driver. 93,000 miles, but the speedometer was not working when 
I got the car. Runs good. The brakes were re-done several years ago along 
with clutch master cylinder and radiator.  
Cosmetically, much of the car was re-done. Paint redone (originally a mus-
tard yellow color).  More photos available on request.  Durant, Oklahoma 
Boyd Nickels  580-916-6146  Boyd212@dishmail.net  

For Sale 

1980 MGB 
Inca Yellow.  13,700 actual miles.  2nd owner since 1998, driven weekly.  Good 
tires, original throughout with A/C, tonneau, top boot, zipper rear window.  
Even the clock works! 

$8700 
Richard  at 281.773.0409 rbabaian@mdanderson.org  

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
Car driven very little since engine,/transmission/chassis restoration years ago.  
Top, side curtains and tonneau cover fitted in 2008.  New coil and solid state 
distributor conversion.  New tires.  Spin-on oil filter.  Runs as good as it looks.  
Katy, TX.  Asking $18,500. 

Contact Bus Dowty (bus_n_judy@yahoo.com) 

For Sale 
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For Sale 



1956 MGA $14,500 
Runs well but needs some paint work. New interior and Tonneau cover available 
(not installed). It has been part 
of my life since 1978 and a continuing work in progress. With too many moves 
and another one in the works, it is 
just time to part ways. Please call 281-676-4330 

For Sale 

1958 MGA $13,500.00 
Owned about 5 years. Not pristine but a shiner and easy to upgrade. Motor is strong 
with new tune up, upgraded oil filter system and oil cooler. I have original wheels, steer-
ing wheel, and oil filter system. Some new chrome and parts with mini light wheels and 
Falken tires. New accessories that are not installed (carpet, carb kit, radiator kit). Kept in 
the garage and covered. Harvey Votaw 281 796.3767 

For Sale 

Classifieds 

’70 MGBGT 90% restored (Engine, Gearbox, paint, etc), BRG, $2500 
’74 MGBGT Disassembled (rolling body) but mostly complete, with a very 
large variety of spare parts, $1000. 
  All together $3500. 

John W. Bergeron 
Cell (281) 481-4379 

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
5 speed transmission installed by Ron Redding. All Mainte-
nance records since Nov. "69. Nice weekend driver. Ask Ron 

about its condition. $14,500.  
Bill Cook elizycook@comcast.net 

For Sale 

1971 B      Very nice condition. 
8000mi since complete restoration in 95/96. Lots of spares. Used as a daily driver for several years. It now has an-

tique plates. Located in Sargent, TX. Matagorda city.  
mcculleymj@att.blackberry.net 

 

For Sale 



MGA 1500 Block 
Everything present with exception of pistons, rods and valve cover.  Some new 

parts.  Nothing has been rebuilt. 
$1500 

Danny-Phu Nguyen 
713.517.2454 

www.annexhouston.com 

For Sale 

 1967 Austin Healey Sprite.  
Needs a few rust spots patched. Needs new paint, interior and tires.  Runs/drives just fine. It had 
current stickers last year and driven regularly. Floor pans are sound and rust free.  Replacement 
panels & parts included: wire wheels, corresponding rear axle and front hubs, original seats. 
Car has less than 49,000 miles. Asking $2800. Will entertain trades (full or partial). 
Call or text: 936-494-5178, Scott 

For Sale 

1965 MG-B 
Daily Driver. New interior in 2008 in great shape, wire wheels, chrome bump-
ers, pull handles, new radiator, new gas tank and general engine overhaul. 
Needs to be painted and some body work. Needs a new home. Will consider 
any serious offer. 
Contact Bill at: 713-582-7756 

For Sale 

Classifieds 



Year of manufacture license plates 

In the state of Texas, license plates from the year your MG was built can be registered and used on the 
vehicle legally. Many vendors offer them on-line in various states of repair (or disrepair) and they vary in 
price according to their condition and rarity. 

Naturally, the older the plates, the more time may have ravaged them. Finding plates in the best condi-
tion possible makes registering and using them easier. In the past, I attempted to register a pair of 1963 
plates that were nicely “patinated” only to be sent home to repaint them. So much for the look I was try-
ing to achieve on that vehicle. 

License plates from some years have more interesting histories, such as the white on black 1968 examples 
I have included in this story. They are in nearly pristine condition, having never been registered before or 
been installed on a vehicle. 

The 1968 plates have an embossed line that says HemisFair, which celebrated the 1968 World’s Fair 
(International Exposition) held in San Antonio from 
April 6 through October 6, 1968. The fair coincided 
with the 250th anniversary of the city of San Anto-
nio. I also happened to be in college just a few miles 
away in San Marcos that fall and heard a lot about 
the fair. The plates stir up many memories for me. 

In addition to the unique nature of the 1968 plates, 
this set came with a piece of paper that had been used 
to separate the plates when new. This fragment of 
history advertises the Prison Rodeo that was held in 

Huntsville every October in those days. As you may 
know, the plates themselves were made by prisoners 
in the Huntsville prisons. One of the fellows who 
stamped out these plates may have roped a cow or 
ridden a bull in prison stripes that fall. 

After a lengthy search for the right plates at the right 
price, I now have a set with a special history to install 
on my 1968 MGB/GT. Now all I have to do is finish 
the car. Too bad I can’t enlist some of that captive 
help to complete the project. 

Larry Rook 
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Congratulations to 

Larry and Lena Rook! 
Their adorable son, Luke, was born on  
Jan. 8 (while we were gathering for our 
monthly meeting) and weighed 9.2 lbs. 
22 inches long (no surprise) 
Larry says he went from zero to waaaahhh 
in 3.2 seconds and that the little guy will 
have a li’l Whitworth wrench in his hands 
as soon as possible. 
 
 



 

The Royal Automobile Club’s annual veter-
an car run takes place on the first Sunday of 
every November and commemorates the 
emancipation run of 14th November, 1896, 
which celebrated the passing into law of the 
Locomotives On The Highway Act that 
raised the speed limit for light locomotives 
from 4mph to 14mph and abolished the re-
quirements for these vehicles preceded by a 
man on foot waving a red flag—consequently 
the “Red Flag Act.” 

Not a race, but rather an endurance of man 
and machine, the annual event hit its 117th 
year and is the longest running and greatest 
motoring celebration attracting over 500 au-

tomobiles with eligibility that requires the cars be 
of 3-4 wheel design and certified that they were 
built prior to January 1, 1905. 

The London to Brighton Run 
Cole LaMaster 



 

The HMGCC means so many things to so many peo-
ple. The love of MG’s can mean different things to dif-
ferent club members. One activity that our members 
have enjoyed over the years is the chance to get together 
on an ocean cruise and to share all things MG. We not 
only get to know each other better but have the chance 
to share the stories and experiences that surround our 
cute little cars. 

Plans have now been made for our next cruise and sev-
eral of your fellow HMGCC members have already 
signed up for a 7 day cruise out of Galveston on the just 
refurbished Royal Caribbean’s “Navigator of the Seas”. 
It is not too late to join your fellow HMGCC members 
and to hop on board. Our ship leaves Galveston Febru-
ary 23, 2014 for a cruise to the south western Caribbe-
an and stops in ports in three countries. The most 
southern port is Roatan, Honduras. Here you can see 
some excellent Mayan ruins, snorkel on the second 
longest reef in the world, tour wildlife parks and play 
with the monkeys or shop until you drop. Our next 
stop is Belize City, Belize. Here too are excellent Mayan 
ruins to climb and explore as well as some terrific activi-
ties for beach lovers. Snorkelers will also love the islands 
off Belize. There are so many options here that you will 
have a difficult time deciding which activity to chose. 
The last stop is Cozumel. Here too, the options are 
many including trips to Tulum and Xel Ha ( Pron: Shell 
Ha). In the past we have hired our own private guide 
and taken a customized tour of the island, stopped at a 
local school and stopped at remote seafood huts for 
lunch and touring the entire island. 

At present we are looking at a rate for an inside room 
on deck 6-8 of $600 to $850 per person. These rates are 
for a specific room and the lower rate is a special mili-
tary rate for those who have served two years or more in 
the military. You will need to show a DD-214 form 
when you check in to the ship to get the lower rate. 
Even lower rates are available for “unassigned” rooms in 
various categories and free upgrades are sometimes pos-
sible. The ship is filling up fast. It will be coming fresh 
out of refurbishment in January 2014 and cruise enthu-
siasts want to be among the first to sample the latest in 
safety and entertainment technologies and specialty din-

HMGCC Sets Sail 
Greg Ulrich 

The new pier at Roatan 

Chacchoben Ruins 



ing. I am 
told that the Navigator is to be a test 
for new technologies that will be com-
ing out in a few years in the Oasis 
Class mega-ships. 

The HMGCC has done several of 
these cruises in the past and members 
who have gone on them want to 
know when the next cruise will be. If 
you are interested in joining us, you 
can sign up by calling Holly Dawson 
at “Vacations to Go”, 1-800-514-9986, 
Ext 7797 or by contacting your favor-
ite travel agent. If you use your own 
agent, be certain to ask them to call 
Holly to link your booking number to 
the Houston MG Car Club group for 
dining purposes. 

As we get closer to our travel date, we will hold a pre-
cruise party to discuss optional tours and to exchange 
tips on sailing out of Galveston. You can call me at 281-
578-2540, check the Royal Caribbean website or call 
Holly for additional information.  

As always, keep it 

Safety fast ! 

Greg Ulrich 

HMGCC Sets Sail 
Greg Ulrich 

...and the Blums Formal night and the Meyers 



 
 
 
 
 

Where will you be in the standings this year? 

2014 MG Driver Standings Dave Renner 

The Sykes Formula 
 

Each event is worth 1 point  
(Average of 25 miles round trip from the driver's 
house)  
Each additional mile will be worth .01 points 
(mileage per GPS routing to null out speedo error 
and/or circuitous roads) 
To compensate for car age, assume the following 
coefficients: 
TC or older                    1.5 
TD or TF                        1.4 
A or Magnette                1.3 
CB - B, C, Midget           1.2 
RB - B, C, Midget               1.1 
 
 We can then construct the following examples 
based on the formula: 

(BEP + MC) x AC = TPV 
(Basic Event Point + Mileage Correction) x Age 
Coefficient = Total Point Value 

 
Example:  2010 GOF/ Palestine   
Roger Sykes (MGB)     vs.     John Youens (MGTC) 
 
Roger’s Distance (miles per GPS) 
255 (140 each way = 280-25) x .01 = 2.55, so 
(1 + 2.55) x 1.2 = 4.26 Total value for that event 

 
 John's Distance (miles per GPS) 
265 (145 each way = 290-25) x .01 = 2.65, so 
(1 + 2.65) x 1.5 = 5.475 Total value for that event 
 

 Formula created by Roger Sykes for the Houston MG Car Club 
01/10/11  

 



Are You Ready for Next Year? 
Dave Renner 



 

The Houston MG Car Club is an open marque club dedicated 

to the promotion and enjoyment of motor sports in all aspects. 

Meetings are held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Christie’s Seafood Restaurant, 6029 Westheimer, 
Houston. 

Membership dues are $30 per year. Applications can be ob-
tained from our website and mailed to the club address or to 
the membership chair. Renewals, change of address and other 
membership-related correspondence should be sent to: 

Gordon Smith 

8022 Agora Circle 

Sugarland, TX 

Houston MG Car Club 

 
John Youens President    

Keith Ryder V. President  

Danny Phu-Nguyen Secretary  

Nancy Youens Treasurer  

2014 Club Officers 

 

Fran Schrage 

Ray Holtzapple 

Larry Rook  

Mike Woodward 

Greg Fleischer 

  

Board of Directors 

 
Dixie Moore       Hospitality 281.342.5722 

Dave Renner      Events 713.683.0384 

Gordon Smith   Membership  

Don Lantz          Regalia 281.341.7033 

Dwight Dawson  Webmaster  

Committee Chairs 

 

MG Car Club, Ltd.   Abingdon, UK 

MG Owners Club    Cambridge, UK 

MG Car Club Holland   The Netherlands 

New England MGT Register   Ridgefield, CT 

North American MGA Register  Portland, OR 

North American MGB Register  Akin, IL 

American MGB Association   Chicago, IL 

Club Affiliations 

THE ROARS 

 

You can advertise in The Roars to reach cus-
tomers.  Advertising rates are listed.  To post an 
ad in The Roars, please submit your payment 
with your ad in an electronic format to: 
Larry Rook 
Editor, The Roars 
l_rook@yahoo.com 

Advertising 

 

COMMERCIAL ADS 

Business Card Size  $50/yr 
Quarter Page Size  $70/yr 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Members    Free/3 months 
Non-Members   $20/3 months 

Rates 
Stephanie Norris Editor 713-449-0964 

Larry Rook  Editor 972.816.1094 


