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THE ROARS 

Tech Session:  Upholstery Tips at Ray’s 

For those who ventured out to the 
Tech Session on Saturday morning, 
January 18, the reward was a beauti-
ful sunny day, though as Arlyn 
Hausmann described his drive in 
from The Woodlands in his 1948 
MGTC as “a bit frosty.”  A dozen 
MGs sparkled in the brilliant sun-
light outside Ray Holtzapple’s shop 
while 25 members and guests lis-
tened to tips on putting 
upholstery on MGs from 
early T series to MGBs.  

Lots of discussions were 
held and lots of ideas were 
shared.  Everyone seemed 
to enjoy the comments 

about making our cars look right.   Along with Arlyn’s ven-
erable TC in the parking lot were MGs belonging to Brian 
Wiggins (1952 MGTD), Gordon Smith (1964 MGB), Pete 
Sandy (1971 MGB), Greg Fleischer (1971 MGB), Ian 
Hankins (1973 MGB), Dwight Dawson (1973 MGB), Gor-
don Bard (1973 MGB), Skip Robbins (1973 MGB/GT), 



(1974 MGB/
GT V8), Ron Snider (1976 MGB) and Mike 
Woodward (1980 MGB/LE).  Filling out the 
rest of the chairs in the tech session were Dave 
Renner, Dan Asbury, Jim Davis, Roberto Fer-
nandez Jr., Mark Baich, Kenneth Yielding, Ste-
ve Cochran, Keith Ryder, Don Lantz, John 
Youens, Bob Crow, Gary Frankel and Arvid 
Dolby.  A good crowd and a good time had by 
all.  

After the tech session ended, most of the 
crowd cruised to nearby Miller’s Cafe on N. 
Shepherd for a hamburger, frie.  The motley 
crew got an infusion of class and style when 
Stephanie Woodward joined Mike along with 
their daughter Sabrina, son-in-law Jordan Kir-
win and young squire Harrison for lunch.  Tru-
ly a charming family, and Harrison may well be 
the future of the MG club.  Start them early, 
Mike! 

Upholstery Tech Session (continued) 



         Sweetheart Rallye Dave Renner 



         Hemi Hideaway 

The Houston MG Car Club has been invited to visit the Hemi 
Hideaway, a unique automobile collection at 1172 Wilpitz Rd, 
Brookshire, Texas 77423, on Saturday, March 22, 2014. 
 

We have a reservation for 1:30 pm to see the cars and auto 
memorabilia with a meal to follow at 3:00 pm. The invitation is 
for 60 to 90 car lovers to see a one of a kind group of ‘60s 
and ‘70s vintage Chrysler hemi engine muscle cars (Dodges 
and Plymouths). 
 

We are inviting other British car clubs to join us for the event, 
so let me know if you want to come early so I can put you on 
the list.   
 

Contact Dave Renner, HMGCC Events Coordinator to let me 
know if you want to come. Call 713-301-7620 or email: dren-
ner@sbcglobal.net 
 

For more info about the venue, 
look at the website at:   
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Hemi-
Hideout/576273492417063 
 

Dave Renner 

Anyone who would like to host an event in 
2014, please contact Dave Renner to discuss 
and get on the calendar as soon as possible.  
2014 is shaping up to be a very busy year! 
Dave Renner 

cell phone: 713-301-7620 

email: drenner@sbcglobal.net  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hemi-Hideout/576273492417063
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hemi-Hideout/576273492417063
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hemi-Hideout/576273492417063


                           MG Spring Thing VII   

 

(a club event formerly known as Play Day) 

All MGs Welcome 

 

                      

          

Celebrating 90 Years of MG 
 

Saturday – April 26, 2014   Pre-registration only! 

Registrations due by April 01, 2014 

 
Villagio Town Center                                  Kick some tires, talk MG 

22756 Westheimer Parkway                       Visit with fellow club members 

Katy, TX 77450                                          Many new lunch opportunities 

 

               Cars in place by 10am – Depart at 3pm 

 

Display Class - $18.00 per MG                     Payable to – 
    HMGCC, Inc. , 33803 Pecan Hill Dr., Brookshire, TX 77423 

 

Name_______________________________________________________ 

 

Address_____________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________________State_________Zip_____________ 

 

MG Displayed – Year__________Model___________________________ 

 



British National Meet in Hot Springs, AR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hot Springs Convention Center 

Thursday May 29, 2014 - Saturday May 31, 2014 

From The British National Meet website, www.britishnationalmeet.com: 

“This is our third year to host an "All British" National Meet in Hot Springs National 

Park.  We understand there are already many opportunities, each year, to attend 

some GREAT car shows.  We also know most National Clubs already put together 

fantastic conventions and meets for their members.  But, since those shows are usu-

ally model and/or brand specific, we thought there should be at least one organized 

effort, each and every year, to bring everyone together.  So, no matter what British 

Marque you personally own, drive, show or dream about we invite everyone to join 

us in Hot Springs National Park May 29-31.  Cheers! “ 

For more information: 

Hot Springs Convention Center 

1-800-543-2284  

hscvb@hotsprings.org 



A car by any other name 
    Dave Renner   

What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”  - William 
Shakespeare 

Recently I was at a family gathering with my dad Corky, my brother John, my son Patrick, my cousin 
Dalton and his dad, my Uncle Plute, when we began swapping stories about this and that. Along the 
way my uncle started to reminisce about a raggedy old 1938 Dodge truck he once owned that Dal-
ton and his brother Ray had 
christened “Rackity Boom.” That 
led to memories of another un-
cle’s bilious green1950ish Ford 
truck that we all called “Algae.” 
And the memories continued. 

The conversation then wan-
dered to the 1926 Model T tour-
ing car I drove to high school, 
which went by the well deserved 
moniker, “Old Clunker”, because 
it rattled and creaked but kept 
on ticking. Dad now has its rein-
carnation, a very similar 1926 
Model T touring car naturally 
named “Clunker 2”, in his gar-
age.  

So, what is my point? Just that 
many car (or truck) owners as-
cribe a personality to their vehi-
cle when they give it a nickname. It is very common in auto circles to hear a car referred to by its 

name and it may become more 
famous than the owner.  

Mention “The Beatnik Bandit” or 
“The Ala Kart” to hot rod lovers of 
my generation and clear images 
will appear in our minds of those 
cars. It may also remind us of the 
doodles we drew in our spiral 
notebooks and on the paper 
book covers that covered our 
textbooks. Those cars were real 
to us. Just as the names “Old 
Yeller” and “The Flying Shingle”      
resonate for the young sports car 
lovers of the same era. 

In MG lore, no vehicle is more 

famous than “Old Number One”, 

“Clunker 2” 

Dave’s  “Patience” 



the prototype stripped down racer that defined the marquee. Another beloved relic is “Old 
Speckled Hen,” a late ‘20s vintage MG Featherweight Fabric Saloon that was used as a shop 
vehicle at the Abingdon factory. It acquired its name from the dappled surface that was created 
when paint splatter collected on it.  

In our club, several well known MGs proudly wear nicknames. Greg and Dottie Ulrich have a 

beautiful 1953 MGTD called “Daddy-O,” named in honor of Dottie’s father, who previously 

owned the car. Gordon Smith regularly drives his regal Old English White 1964 MGB that he 

calls “Regi.”  

And Roger Sykes, who created the infamous Sykes Formula we use to figure mileage for the 

MG Driver Award, campaigns a pitch black 1965 MGB beauty known affectionately as “Tar Ba-

by.” Is it called that for the color or is it called that because it is like the character in the Uncle 

Remus Tales written by Joel Chandler Harris that stuck to poor old Brer Rabbit when he tried to 

get loose from it? All of these names have meanings to the drivers. 

A few years ago I resurrected a 1963 MGB that I dubbed “Patience” because I realized that it 
would require more than a little persistence for the red roadster to move under its own power 
again. Once that was accomplished, I couldn’t wait to sell it to purchase another project car to 
rebuild, a long neglected 1968 MGB/GT.  

Little did I know that the GT restoration project would make the endurance spent on getting the 

roadster back on the road pale by comparison. As work on the coupe has laboriously pro-

gressed, it acquired a nickname with several layers of meaning to me. 

I call it “Winnie”, both in honor of 
my mom, who answered to that 
nickname, but also because 
“Winnie” was the affectionate 
name given to Winston Churchill, 
the quintessential British figure 
known for his bulldog tenacity. I 
realized it would take that kind of 
grit to get the hardtop to move un-
der its own steam again one day.  

Moreover, I like the name “Winnie” 
because it reminds me of Winnie-
the-Pooh, the whimsical fictional 
bear created by British children’s 
book author A.A. Milne. Milne and I 
happen to share the same birth-
day, January 18, and that day has 
been officially designated Winnie-
the-Pooh Day in his honor. I like that coincidence. As a matter of fact, the “pooh” part has reso-
nated on many levels as the GT revitalization has dragged on.  

So, nicknames often tell as much about the owner as they do about the vehicle. And Winnie-the-

Pooh would add in agreement, “Oh bother.” 

“Winnie” 

A car by any other name (continued) 



 

Driver(s)   Events Points
  

Bard/1973 MGB   **), 2)  2.472 

Hausmann/1948 MGTC 2)  2.229 
 
Snider/1976 MGB  **), 2)  2.2 
 
Woodward/1980 MGB/LE  1), 2)   2.2 

G Smith/1964 MGB  2)  1.6512 

Sandy/1971MGB   2)  1.5432 

B Wiggins/1953 MGTD 2)  1.4 

Robbins/1973 MGB/GT 2)  1.2 

Fleischer/1971MGB  2)  1.2 

Dawson/1973 MGB  2)  n/a 

Holtzapple/1974 MGB/GT V8 2)  n/a 
 
 

Events to date, 01/28/14: 

**) bonus points 2014 Christmas Party, 

 1) January Coffee and Cars 

 2) Upholstery Tech Session  

 

Points figured using The Sykes Formula.  

Distances figured using mileage reported by drivers or Google/
Mapquest maps and published addresses of drivers. 

2014 MG Driver Standings Dave Renner 

The Sykes Formula 
 

Each event is worth 1 point  
(Average of 25 miles round trip from the driver's 
house)  
Each additional mile will be worth .01 points 
(mileage per GPS routing to null out speedo error 
and/or circuitous roads) 
To compensate for car age, assume the following 
coefficients: 
TC or older                    1.5 
TD or TF                        1.4 
A or Magnette                1.3 
CB - B, C, Midget           1.2 
RB - B, C, Midget               1.1 
 
We can then construct the following examples 
based on the formula: 

(BEP + MC) x AC = TPV 
(Basic Event Point + Mileage Correction) x Age 
Coefficient = Total Point Value 

 
Example:  2010 GOF/ Palestine   
Roger Sykes (MGB)     vs.     John Youens (MGTC) 
 
Roger’s Distance (miles per GPS) 
255 (140 each way = 280-25) x .01 = 2.55, so 
(1 + 2.55) x 1.2 = 4.26 Total value for that event 

 
 John's Distance (miles per GPS) 
265 (145 each way = 290-25) x .01 = 2.65, so 
(1 + 2.65) x 1.5 = 5.475 Total value for that event 

 Formula created by Roger Sykes for the Houston MG Car Club 
01/10/11  



Pinewood Derby 
Dave Renner 



Last year’s in-
augural Pinewood Gran Prix was a great success. But as with any success, came 
suggestions to improve the sport. In answer to numerous requests for rules and 
standards in place of the open formula of 2013, I am happy to announce the guide-
lines for the finale Pinewood Gran Prix. 

First Rule: Only one car can be entered by each member and that member must con-
struct the car him or herself.  

Second Rule: We will adopt the following guidelines used by many of the Cub Scout 
groups around the United States. If they are good enough for eight year olds, they are 
good enough for us.  

 The overall length of the car shall not exceed 7 inches. 

The overall width of the car shall not exceed 2 ¾ inches. 
The car must have 1 ¾” clearance between the wheels. 
The car must have 3/8” clearance underneath the body so it does not 

rub on the track. 
The car shall not exceed 5.0 ounces. 
The official race scale that is used at car check-in shall be considered 

final. 
The official pine wood block 

must be used. The block may 
be shaped in any way that is 
desired. 

 
Official BSA wheels must be 

used. The wheels may not be 
cut, drilled, beveled or round-
ed. You may remove the 
seams and imperfections from 
the wheels. 

The axles may be altered, pol-
ished and lubricated. 

Only dry lubricant (graphite) may 
be used on the wheels and 
axles 

Once a car passes inspection 
and is entered into the race, 
only race committee members 

2014 Pinewood Gran Prix Rules 
Dave Renner 



 
and is entered into the race, only race committee members can touch it. 
If the car loses a wheel, or is otherwise damaged, the racer shall have 5 
minutes to make repairs. 
Each car must pass inspection by the official inspection committee be-
fore it will be allowed to compete. 
The Inspection Committee has the responsibility to disqualify those cars 
that do not meet these rules. 

Final Rule: In the spirit of the Cub Scout system, we have empowered a rules com-
mittee to make all final rulings prior to racing. While this may well invite interpretations, 
the committee’s interpretations will be final and binding. The committee members are: 
 

      2014 Pinewood Gran Prix Rules Committee: 
                                         Ron Snider - track owner and scout leader 

John Youens - HMGCC president and racer extraordinaire 
Wayne Hardy - reigning Pinewood GP champion 

Enjoy building your racer! 

The event date in July will be announced at a later date. 

2014 Pinewood Gran Prix Rules (continued) 

AT A GLANCE 
2014 Houston MG Car Club Events Calendar 

  
February 16 – Sweetheart Rallye 
1:00 pm start  
Sears parking lot /N Shepherd @ Garden Oaks Blvd.  
 
March 22 – Hemi Hideaway 
1:30 pm – 5:00 pm 
1172 Wilpitz Rd, Brookshire, TX 77423 
 
April 26 – MG Spring Thing 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Villagio Town Center, 22756 Westheimer Pkwy, Katy, TX 
77450 
 
July - Pinewood Derby Gran Prix.  Date to be announced. 
 



Classifieds 

 

1950 MGTD 

Left hand drive.  Partial restoration (interior, rag top, dashboard, paint, wiring 
harness, minor mechanical in 1994).  Beautiful vehicle needing minor TLC.  Best 
reasonable offer takes her home.  713-523-7352.  wmurray.air@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale 

1970 MGB $4500 obo 

Good daily driver. 93,000 miles, but the speedometer was not working when 
I got the car. Runs good. The brakes were re-done several years ago along 
with clutch master cylinder and radiator.  
Cosmetically, much of the car was re-done. Paint redone (originally a mus-
tard yellow color).  More photos available on request.  Durant, Oklahoma 
Boyd Nickels  580-916-6146  Boyd212@dishmail.net  

For Sale 

1980 MGB 
Inca Yellow.  13,700 actual miles.  2nd owner since 1998, driven weekly.  Good 
tires, original throughout with A/C, tonneau, top boot, zipper rear window.  
Even the clock works! 

$8700 
Richard  at 281.773.0409 rbabaian@mdanderson.org  

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
Car driven very little since engine,/transmission/chassis restoration years ago.  
Top, side curtains and tonneau cover fitted in 2008.  New coil and solid state 
distributor conversion.  New tires.  Spin-on oil filter.  Runs as good as it looks.  
Katy, TX.  Asking $18,500. 

Contact Bus Dowty (bus_n_judy@yahoo.com) 

For Sale 

1954 MGTF 
4th Owner from new (current owner for last 44 years).  Garage only, never seen 
rain.  Frame up repaint to original red, red leather interior.  500 miles on rebuilt 
engine since 2011.  $21K worth of work performed by well known British resto-
ration shop in last 4 years.  New crankshaft, brakes, tires, fuel pump, steering, 
battery, radiator, cable, hoses, etc. 

$30K or chrome bumper MGB in good condition + cash. 
Harvey 936-756-3217 or harv99wbbb@suddenlink.net 

For Sale 

mailto:Boyd212@dishmail.net
mailto:harv99wbbb@suddenlink.net


1956 MGA $14,500 
Runs well but needs some paint work. New interior and Tonneau cover available 
(not installed). It has been part 
of my life since 1978 and a continuing work in progress. With too many moves 
and another one in the works, it is 
just time to part ways. Please call 281-676-4330 

For Sale 

Classifieds 

’70 MGBGT 90% restored (Engine, Gearbox, paint, etc), BRG, $2500 
’74 MGBGT Disassembled (rolling body) but mostly complete, with a very 
large variety of spare parts, $1000. 
  All together $3500. 

John W. Bergeron 
Cell (281) 481-4379 

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
5 speed transmission installed by Ron Redding. All Mainte-
nance records since Nov. "69. Nice weekend driver. Ask Ron 

about its condition. $14,500.  
Bill Cook elizycook@comcast.net 

For Sale 

1971 B     
 Very nice condition. 8000mi since complete restoration in 95/96. Lots of 

spares. Used as a daily driver for several years. It now has antique plates. Located in Sar-
gent, TX. Matagorda city.  

mcculleymj@att.blackberry.net 

For Sale 

 
MG Midget offered from estate sale in Markham, TX.  All 
original, with original engine.  Not running. $800 
Also, 1500cc engine, separate.  $250 
Louis Kopnicky 979.843.5418 loukop@ykc.com 
 

For Sale 

mailto:mcculleymj@att.blackberry.net


MGA 1500 Block 
Everything present with exception of pistons, rods and valve cover.  Some new 

parts.  Nothing has been rebuilt. 
$1500 

Danny-Phu Nguyen 
713.517.2454 

www.annexhouston.com 

For Sale 

1965 MG-B 
Daily Driver. New interior in 2008 in great shape, wire wheels, chrome bump-
ers, pull handles, new radiator, new gas tank and general engine overhaul. 
Needs to be painted and some body work. Needs a new home. Will consider 
any serious offer. 
Contact Bill at: 713-582-7756 

For Sale 

Classifieds 

1958 MGA $13,500.00 
Owned about 5 years. Not pristine but a shiner and easy to upgrade. Motor is strong 
with new tune up, upgraded oil filter system and oil cooler. I have original wheels, steer-
ing wheel, and oil filter system. Some new chrome and parts with mini light wheels and 
Falken tires. New accessories that are not installed (carpet, carb kit, radiator kit). Kept in 
the garage and covered. Harvey Votaw 281 796.3767 

For Sale 



 

/              

 
62nd Annual Rallye Glenwood Springs, June 13-15, 2014 

 

The MG Car Club - Rocky Mountain Centre invites you to join us for the 62nd Annual Rallye Glenwood 
Springs, the oldest continually-held time-speed-distance rally in the United States, on Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday, June 13, 14, & 15, 2014. 

The weekend is a marvelous opportunity, not just for MG owners, but for sports car enthusiasts of every 
mark (British, American, German, Italian, Japanese) to come together for sunny days, cool nights, and 
unique events. The fun begins on Friday with a scenic road tour from the Denver suburb of Arvada, 
touring through canyons and over mountain passes in the heart of the Rocky Mountains to the scenic 
resort town of Glenwood Springs. Added this year is a concurrent tour, the Western Slope Tour. 
Saturday's main event is the Rallye Glenwood Springs, a time-speed-distance rally to challenge both 
novice and experienced rallyists. Spend the day winding through the beautiful mountain valleys around 
Glenwood Springs. The weekend culminates with a social gathering Saturday night and the Car Show, 
Funkana, and Awards Presentation on Sunday. 

Since its inception, the MGCC-RMC has sponsored the Rallye, which began when a hardy group of 
sports car owners discovered the joys of motoring in Colorado in MGs that still had drop-down tops and 
running boards (see photo).  The Rocky Mountains of central Colorado, with some of the most 
breathtaking scenery in America, formed the backdrop for the Rallye Glenwood Springs through 61 
previous years.  Vintage and classic cars from as far away as California and Illinois have shared the 
twisting mountain roads with their newer counterparts for octane-related festivities.  And enthusiasts 
have come from as far away as England to drive their sports cars through such fabled Colorado mining 
towns as Leadville and Aspen on their way to Glenwood Springs. 

Registration is only $45 for all the driving events and the car show (before May 15; social event and 
regalia are extra).  Additional information and registration forms are available on the MG Car Club, 
Rocky Mountain Centre website at http://mgcc.org/.  You can contact the Registrar Cathy Knopinski at 
303-779-8739 or the Publicity Chairman Joe Gunderson at 303-791-4902 or email at 
glenwood2014@comcast.net. 

 
Photo: Charter MGCC – RMC member Hazel Marble at the start line of the 1953 Rallye Glenwood Springs 

 

Rallye Glenwood Springs 



 

The Houston MG Car Club is an open marque club dedicated 

to the promotion and enjoyment of motor sports in all aspects. 

Meetings are held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Christie’s Seafood Restaurant, 6029 Westheimer, 
Houston. 

Membership dues are $30 per year. Applications can be ob-
tained from our website and mailed to the club address or to 
the membership chair. Renewals, change of address and other 
membership-related correspondence should be sent to: 

Gordon Smith 

8022 Agora Circle 

Sugarland, TX 

Houston MG Car Club 

 
John Youens President    

Keith Ryder V. President  

Danny Phu-Nguyen Secretary  

Nancy Youens Treasurer  

2014 Club Officers 

 

Fran Schrage 

Ray Holtzapple 

Larry Rook  

Mike Woodward 

Greg Fleischer 

  

Board of Directors 

 
Dixie Moore       Hospitality 281.342.5722 

Dave Renner      Events 713.683.0384 

Gordon Smith   Membership  

Don Lantz          Regalia 281.341.7033 

Dwight Dawson  Webmaster  

Committee Chairs 

 
MG Car Club, Ltd.   Abingdon, UK 

MG Owners Club    Cambridge, UK 

MG Car Club Holland   The Netherlands 

New England MGT Register   Ridgefield, CT 

North American MGA Register  Portland, OR 

North American MGB Register  Akin, IL 

American MGB Association   Chicago, IL 

Club Affiliations 

THE ROARS 

 

You can advertise in The Roars to reach cus-
tomers.  Advertising rates are listed.  To post an 
ad in The Roars, please submit your payment 
with your ad in an electronic format to: 
Larry Rook 
Editor, The Roars 
l_rook@yahoo.com 

Advertising 

 

COMMERCIAL ADS 

Business Card Size  $50/yr 
Quarter Page Size  $70/yr 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Members    Free/3 months 
Non-Members   $20/3 months 

Rates 
Stephanie Norris Editor 713-449-0964 

Larry Rook  Editor 972.816.1094 


