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Hemi Hideout 

Outside Houston, just West of Brookshire, hidden off Interstate 10 is a 
treasure called “The Hemi Hideout,” for muscle car aficionados. This past 
month on 
March 22nd the 
Houston MG 
Car Club was 
invited to visit 
this spectacu-
lar museum 
and event cen-
ter.  Also invit-
ed were the 
following: The 
Triumph Car Club, The Jaguar Car Club, and The Rolls Royce Car Club 
all from Houston. Also invited were the less inferior automobile, the Cor-

vette, with the Houston Corvette 
Club. The special invitation was giv-
en by John Hovas, owner of Hemi 
Hideout and founder of HDH In-
struments nearby in Pattison. It has 
been a dream and passion of 
Mr.Hovas, and once you meet him 
you can feel the excitement and pas-
sion he has for his creation as he tell 
others how it all came about.  He 
provided for our entertainment a 
live band, The Brazos River Pickers 

Terry Myers 



Hemi Hideout (continued) 

and a delicious meal of Louisiana 
Jambalaya.  

While driving up to Hemi Hideout 
the first thing you notice in the Ca-
thedral style building, which stands 
54 feet tall and has over 21,000 Sq Ft 
build of heavy timber frame, scissor 
arched and made of Douglas Fir.  
The structure itself is amazing much 
less what is inside the marvelous 
piece of architectural masterpiece. 
When you enter thru the doors the 
first thing you see is difficult for me 
to explain, it is like a Mopar Dream 
come true with a large number of 
muscle cars on display, the a stun-
ning assortment of restored classics, 
Dodge, Plymouths and Chrysler au-
tomobiles from the 1960’s to early 
1970’s that can only be described as 



               Hemi Hideout (continued) 

a collection of Vintage Mopar Muscle. 
Cars such as the 1970 Road Runner Super 
Bird complete with matching cartoon, and 
a 1970 Dodge Challenger, colored pink on 
pink, only five made, and a Super Bee and 
others, most which are one of a kind or 
limited edition they you may never see any-
where else. Also on display are vintage trac-
tors which included perhaps the first Bull-
dozer ever made as well as vintage motorcy-
cles. Hanging from the ceiling are hun-
dreds of neon automobile signs that de-
picts an age long gone. There is a 1950 
style ice cream parlor that serves Bluebell 
Ice Cream to visitors as well as a beautiful 
large lounge area that has a 14 x 26 foot 
fireplace to keep you comfortable during 
the cold winter visits.  

Our car club was well represented with 37 
members in attendance.  Those driving 
their MG’s are as follows: Keith & Stella 
Ryder (1959 MGA), Phil Moran (1964 
MGB), John & Cindy Blum (1971 MGB), 
Dale Schiller (1972 MGB), Kerry & Pat 



              Hemi Hideout (continued) 

MGB), John & Cindy Blum (1971 MGB), 
Dale Schiller (1972 MGB), Kerry & Pat 
Mollere (1973 MGB), Gordon & Angie 
Bard (1973 MGB), Dwight & Candy 
Dawson (1973 MGB), Ray Holtzapple 
(1974 MGB/GT V8), Ron & Keith Snid-
er (1973 MGB), and Mike & Stephanie 
Woodward (1980 MGB LE). Other club 
members and guest were Dave & Dalton 
Renner, Ed Rosenquist, Warner Banes, 
George Kelley, Harvey & Mary Jo 
Rutstein, Brian Wiggins, Brett Cimo, 
Vickie Hafer, Dixie & Wayne Moore, 
Robert & Donna Black, Ron Redding, 
Don Lantz and Terry & Linda Myers. 

It goes without saying that John and 
Diane Hovas, Shelly Gates and the en-
tire staff made our visit memorable. 
Their generosity and friendliness along 
with those working behind the scene 
making sure that everyone in attend-
ance drove away simply amazed at what 
they just saw and experienced. 

In closing, Linda and I would like to 
say thank you to our club members who 
attended this event making it even more 
special and to Dave Renner who help put 
it all together.  

“Never stop chasing a dream”…..John 

Hovas 

 

 



Mollere (1973 MGB), Gordon & Angie Bard (1973 MGB), Dwight & Candy Dawson (1973 
MGB), Ray Holtzapple (1974 MGB/GT V8), Ron & Keith Snider (1973 MGB), and Mike & 
Stephanie Woodward (1980 MGB LE). Other club members and guest were Dave & Dalton 
Renner, Ed Rosenquist, Warner Banes, George Kelley, Harvey & Mary Jo Rutstein, Brian 
Wiggins, Brett Cimo, Vickie Hafer, Dixie & Wayne Moore, Robert & Donna Black, Ron 
Redding, Don Lantz and Terry & Linda Myers. 

It goes without saying that John and Diane Hovas, Shelly Gates and the entire staff made 
our visit memorable. Their generosity and friendliness along with those working behind the 
scene making sure that everyone in attendance drove away simply amazed at what they just 
saw and experienced. 

In closing, Linda and I would like to say thank you to our club members who attended this 
event making it even more special and to Dave Renner who help put it all together.  

“Never stop chasing a dream”…..John Hovas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAIN OR SHINE! 
(WE’RE PREPARED FOR BOTH) 



       Meeting of the Faithful—Salado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 8, 2014 - May 11, 2014 

Greg and Dottie Ulrich would like to invite all HMGCC members to a Gathering of the 
HMGCC Faithful in Salado during the 2014 Texas MG Register (TMGR) GOF May 8-11, 
2014. The celebration is to be held at Alexander’s Distillery at the Inn on the Creek in Sa-
lado, Texas on Friday, May 9 at 6 pm. The Inn on the Creek is a beautiful 14 room Victori-
an Mansion high on a bluff above Salado Creek (www.inncreek.com). Alexander’s Distill-
ery is a cozy multilevel bar and restaurant that is adjacent to the Inn. The HMGCC gather-
ing will be on the third level of Alexander’s in a private room with a killer deck overlook-
ing the Salado Creek. The Inn on the Creek is about one half mile from the Stage Coach 
Inn just off I-35.  

We plan to gather at Alexander’s at 6 pm for beverages and dining. There is a limited but 
very adequate bar menu from which to choose your favorite beverages and food. You can 
run a tab and pay for what you eat and drink at the end of the evening. The restaurant will 
have extra staff on hand to handle our group.  

  

GATHERING OF THE HMGCC FAITHFUL IN SALADO 

For those of you new to the HMGCC, Dottie and I have been hosting these gatherings for 
the last thirteen years and typically have 30-50 HMGCC members attending each gather-
ing. For the last three years, we have been enjoying the view and each other’s company at 
Alexander’s. The food is excellent and the service has been outstanding. If you let them 
know, the bar will even stock your favorite beverage upon request. Of course we have al-
ready requested our usual supply of “Old Speckled Hen.” 

 

TMGR SPRING GOF 

The spring TMGR GOF’s are always held on Mother’s Day Weekend in Salado, Texas at 
the historic Stage Coach Inn. Rooms are currently available at the Stage Coach Inn and at 
the Inn on the Creek. Both locations typically sell out their rooms long before the GOF. If 
you want to stay at either location, remember to book early. Many of us from the HMGCC 
have enjoyed the hospitality and gourmet breakfasts at the Inn on the Creek and book our 
rooms a year in advance. You can check room availability by calling Will Lowry, one of the 
Inn’s owners, at  254-291-9626 or by going to the website shown above. Trailer parking is 
available at both the Stage Coach Inn and at the Inn on the Creek. 



       Meeting of the Faithful—Salado (continued) 

Next month, we will provide information for those wanting to caravan to Salado. We typi-
cally run a caravan on both Thursday and Friday. Many members enjoy these caravans 
which follow some very scenic back roads to Salado.  

 

Over the GOF weekend there will be several driving events including an MG parade, din-
ner caravans, country drives and much more. If you just want to come up for the party and 
do not plan to display an MG, you do not need to register. You can still buy individual tick-
ets for meals and the awards banquet at the TMGR registration desk at the Stage Coach 
Inn and attend the car show on Saturday without having to register an MG. Check the Tex-
as MG Register website for information and /or registration forms at www.tmgr.org .  Next 
month I will publish a more detailed schedule of events and activities for this Spring’s 
Gathering of the Faithful. 

As always, its 

Safety Fast! 

Greg Ulrich 
AT A GLANCE 

2014 Houston MG Car Club 
 Events Calendar 

  
April 5—President’s Social / Fajita Party, 11:00 am.  Food 
served around 1:00 pm.  Youen’s place in Magnolia. Rain 
or Shine! 
 
April 26 – MG Spring Thing VII, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Villagio Town Center, 22756 Westheimer Pkwy, Katy, TX 
77450 
 
May 9-11 Spring GOF in Salado 
 
June 21—Celebrating MG90—Movie matinee with Inside 
the Octagon 1 & 2 on the big screen. 
 
July 19 - Pinewood Derby Gran Prix. 
 
August —Teahouse of the August Moon (Asia Society  
Museum, Japanese Garden) (tentative) 
 
 



British National Meet in Hot Springs, AR 

 

 

 
 
 

For more information: 

Hot Springs Convention Center 

1-800-543-2284  

hscvb@hotsprings.org 

Hot Springs Convention Center 

Thursday May 29, 2014 - Saturday May 31, 2014 

From The British National Meet website, www.britishnationalmeet.com: 

“This is our third year to host an "All British" National Meet in Hot Springs National Park.  We 

understand there are already many opportunities, each year, to attend some GREAT car shows.  

We also know most National Clubs already put together fantastic conventions and meets for their 

members.  But, since those shows are usually model and/or brand specific, we thought there should 

be at least one organized effort, each and every year, to bring everyone together.  So, no matter what 

British Marque you personally own, drive, show or dream about we invite everyone to join us in 

Hot Springs National Park May 29-31.  Cheers! “ 



 

Driver(s)   Events  Points  
 

Bard/1973 MGB  **),2),3),4), 6)  7.33692  

Snider/1976 MGB             **),2),3),4), 6)   5.94208  
 
Woodward/1980 MGB/LE  1),2),4) ,5), 6)  4.66554  

Fleisher/1971MGB  2),4), 6)   4.37792S 

Mollere/1973 MGB  4), 6)   3.576 

G. Smith/1964 MGB 2),4),    3.45828 

Blum/1971 MGB  4), 6)   3.2174  
Youens/1947 MGTC 4)   2.44118 

Hausmann/1948 MGTC 2)   2.229 

Asbury/1962 MGA 6)   1.885  

Moran/1964 MGB 6)   1.704 

Sandy/1971MGB   2)   1.5432 

Ryder/1959 MGA  6)   1.469 

B Wiggins/1953 MGTD 2)   1.4 

Schiller/1972 MGB 6)   1.2528 

Robbins/1973 MGB/GT 2)   1.2 

Dawson/1973 MGB  2),4)   n/a 

Holtzapple/1974 MGB/GT V8 2),4)  n/a  
 

Events to date, 03/26/14: 

**) bonus points 2014 Christmas Party 

 1) January Coffee and Cars 

 2) Upholstery Tech Session  

 3) February meeting 

 4) Sweetheart Rallye 

 5)  March Coffee & Cars 

 6)  Hemi Hideout 

 

Points figured using The Sykes Formula.  

Distances figured using mileage reported by drivers or Google/Mapquest maps and pub-
lished addresses of drivers. 

2014 MG Driver Standings Dave Renner 

The Sykes Formula 
 

Each event is worth 1 point  
(Average of 25 miles round trip from the driver's 
house)  
Each additional mile will be worth .01 points 
(mileage per GPS routing to null out speedo error 
and/or circuitous roads) 
To compensate for car age, assume the following 
coefficients: 
TC or older                    1.5 
TD or TF                        1.4 
A or Magnette                1.3 
CB - B, C, Midget           1.2 
RB - B, C, Midget               1.1 
 
We can then construct the following examples 
based on the formula: 

(BEP + MC) x AC = TPV 
(Basic Event Point + Mileage Correction) x Age 
Coefficient = Total Point Value 

 
Example:  2010 GOF/ Palestine   
Roger Sykes (MGB)     vs.     John Youens (MGTC) 
 
Roger’s Distance (miles per GPS) 
255 (140 each way = 280-25) x .01 = 2.55, so 
(1 + 2.55) x 1.2 = 4.26 Total value for that event 

 
 John's Distance (miles per GPS) 
265 (145 each way = 290-25) x .01 = 2.65, so 
(1 + 2.65) x 1.5 = 5.475 Total value for that event 

 Formula created by Roger Sykes for the Houston MG Car Club 
01/10/11  



Pinewood Derby 
Dave Renner 



2014 Pinewood Gran Prix Rules 
Dave Renner 

Last year’s inaugural Pinewood Gran Prix was a great success. But as with any suc-
cess, came suggestions to improve the sport. In answer to numerous requests for 
rules and standards in place of the open formula of 2013, I am happy to announce the 
guidelines for the finale Pinewood Gran Prix. 

First Rule: Only one car can be entered by each member and that member must con-
struct the car him or herself.  

Second Rule: We will adopt the following guidelines used by many of the Cub Scout 
groups around the United States. If they are good enough for eight year olds, they are 
good enough for us.  

 The overall length of the car shall not exceed 7 inches. 
The overall width of the car shall not exceed 2 ¾ inches. 
The car must have 1 ¾” clearance between the wheels. 
The car must have 3/8” clearance underneath the body so it does not 

rub on the track. 
The car shall not exceed 5.0 ounces. 
The official race scale that is used at car check-in shall be considered 

final. 
The official pine wood block 

must be used. The block 
may be shaped in any way 
that is desired. 

 
Official BSA wheels must be 

used. The wheels may not 
be cut, drilled, beveled or 
rounded. You may remove 
the seams and imperfections 
from the wheels. 

The axles may be altered, pol-
ished and lubricated. 

Only dry lubricant (graphite) 
may be used on the wheels 
and axles 

Once a car passes inspection 
and is entered into the race, 
only race committee mem-



2014 Pinewood Gran Prix Rules (continued) 

and is entered into the race, only race committee members can touch 
it. 

If the car loses a wheel, or is otherwise damaged, the racer shall have 
5 minutes to make repairs. 

Each car must pass inspection by the official inspection committee be-
fore it will be allowed to compete. 

The Inspection Committee has the responsibility to disqualify those 
cars that do not meet these rules. 

Final Rule: In the spirit of the Cub Scout system, we have empowered a rules com-
mittee to make all final rulings prior to racing. While this may well invite interpretations, 
the committee’s interpretations will be final and binding. The committee members are: 
 

      2014 Pinewood Gran Prix Rules Committee: 
                                         Ron Snider - track owner and scout leader 

John Youens - HMGCC president and racer extraordinaire 
Wayne Hardy - reigning Pinewood GP champion 

Enjoy building your racer! 
 

PINEWOOD DERBY 

Saturday 

July 19, 2014 

Anyone who would like to host an event in 2014, 
please contact Dave Renner to discuss and get on 
the calendar as soon as possible.  2014 is shaping up 
to be a very busy year! 

The club needs a new events coordinator 
for 2015.  If interested, you can help 

Dave plan the Nov. 2014 event. 
 

Dave Renner 
cell phone: 713-301-7620 
email: drenner@sbcglobal.net  



Classifieds 

 

1950 MGTD 

Left hand drive.  Partial restoration (interior, rag top, dashboard, paint, wiring 
harness, minor mechanical in 1994).  Beautiful vehicle needing minor TLC.  Best 
reasonable offer takes her home.  713-523-7352.  wmurray.air@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale 

 
MG Midget offered from estate sale in Markham, TX.  All 
original, with original engine.  Not running. $800 
Also, 1500cc engine, separate.  $250 
Louis Kopnicky 979.843.5418 loukop@ykc.com 
 

For Sale 

1970 MGB $4500 obo 

Good daily driver. 93,000 miles, but the speedometer was not working when 
I got the car. Runs good. The brakes were re-done several years ago along 
with clutch master cylinder and radiator.  
Cosmetically, much of the car was re-done. Paint redone (originally a mus-
tard yellow color).  More photos available on request.  Durant, Oklahoma 
Boyd Nickels  580-916-6146  Boyd212@dishmail.net  

For Sale 

1980 MGB 
Inca Yellow.  13,700 actual miles.  2nd owner since 1998, driven weekly.  Good 
tires, original throughout with A/C, tonneau, top boot, zipper rear window.  
Even the clock works! 

$8700 
Richard  at 281.773.0409 rbabaian@mdanderson.org  

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
Car driven very little since engine,/transmission/chassis restoration years ago.  
Top, side curtains and tonneau cover fitted in 2008.  New coil and solid state 
distributor conversion.  New tires.  Spin-on oil filter.  Runs as good as it looks.  
Katy, TX.  Asking $18,500. 

Contact Bus Dowty (bus_n_judy@yahoo.com) 

For Sale 



1956 MGA $14,500 
Runs well but needs some paint work. New interior and Tonneau cover available 
(not installed). It has been part 
of my life since 1978 and a continuing work in progress. With too many moves 
and another one in the works, it is 
just time to part ways. Please call 281-676-4330 

For Sale 

1958 MGA $13,500.00 
Owned about 5 years. Not pristine but a shiner and easy to upgrade. Motor is strong 
with new tune up, upgraded oil filter system and oil cooler. I have original wheels, steer-
ing wheel, and oil filter system. Some new chrome and parts with mini light wheels and 
Falken tires. New accessories that are not installed (carpet, carb kit, radiator kit). Kept in 
the garage and covered. Harvey Votaw 281 796.3767 

For Sale 

Classifieds 

’70 MGBGT 90% restored (Engine, Gearbox, paint, etc), BRG, $2500 
’74 MGBGT Disassembled (rolling body) but mostly complete, with a very 
large variety of spare parts, $1000. 
  All together $3500. 

John W. Bergeron 
Cell (281) 481-4379 

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
5 speed transmission installed by Ron Redding. All Mainte-
nance records since Nov. "69. Nice weekend driver. Ask Ron 

about its condition. $14,500.  
Bill Cook elizycook@comcast.net 

For Sale 

1971 B      Very nice condition. 
8000mi since complete restoration in 95/96. Lots of spares. Used as a daily driver for several years. It now has an-

tique plates. Located in Sargent, TX. Matagorda city.  
mcculleymj@att.blackberry.net 

 

For Sale 



MGA 1500 Block 
Everything present with exception of pistons, rods and valve cover.  Some new 

parts.  Nothing has been rebuilt. 
$1500 

Danny-Phu Nguyen 
713.517.2454 

www.annexhouston.com 

For Sale 

 1967 Austin Healey Sprite.  
Needs a few rust spots patched. Needs new paint, interior and tires.  Runs/drives just fine. It had 
current stickers last year and driven regularly. Floor pans are sound and rust free.  Replacement 
panels & parts included: wire wheels, corresponding rear axle and front hubs, original seats. 
Car has less than 49,000 miles. Asking $2800. Will entertain trades (full or partial). 
Call or text: 936-494-5178, Scott 

For Sale 

1965 MG-B 
Daily Driver. New interior in 2008 in great shape, wire wheels, chrome bump-
ers, pull handles, new radiator, new gas tank and general engine overhaul. 
Needs to be painted and some body work. Needs a new home. Will consider 
any serious offer. 
Contact Bill at: 713-582-7756 

For Sale 

Classifieds 



 

The Houston MG Car Club is an open marque club dedicated 

to the promotion and enjoyment of motor sports in all aspects. 

Meetings are held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Christie’s Seafood Restaurant, 6029 Westheimer, 
Houston. 

Membership dues are $30 per year. Applications can be ob-
tained from our website and mailed to the club address or to 
the membership chair. Renewals, change of address and other 
membership-related correspondence should be sent to: 

Gordon Smith 

8022 Agora Circle 

Sugarland, TX 

Houston MG Car Club 

 
John Youens President    

Keith Ryder V. President  

Danny Phu-Nguyen Secretary  

Nancy Youens Treasurer  

2014 Club Officers 

 

Fran Schrage 

Ray Holtzapple 

Larry Rook  

Mike Woodward 

Greg Fleischer 

  

Board of Directors 

 
Dixie Moore       Hospitality 281.342.5722 

Dave Renner      Events 713.683.0384 

Gordon Smith   Membership  

Don Lantz          Regalia 281.341.7033 

Dwight Dawson  Webmaster  

Committee Chairs 

 

MG Car Club, Ltd.   Abingdon, UK 

MG Owners Club    Cambridge, UK 

MG Car Club Holland   The Netherlands 

New England MGT Register   Ridgefield, CT 

North American MGA Register  Portland, OR 

North American MGB Register  Akin, IL 

American MGB Association   Chicago, IL 

Club Affiliations 

THE ROARS 

 

You can advertise in The Roars to reach cus-
tomers.  Advertising rates are listed.  To post an 
ad in The Roars, please submit your payment 
with your ad in an electronic format to: 
Larry Rook 
Editor, The Roars 
l_rook@yahoo.com 

Advertising 

 

COMMERCIAL ADS 

Business Card Size  $50/yr 
Quarter Page Size  $70/yr 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Members    Free/3 months 
Non-Members   $20/3 months 

Rates 
Stephanie Norris Editor 713-449-0964 

Larry Rook  Editor 972.816.1094 


