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THE ROARS 

John Thornley, the well-known Manag-
ing Director of MG from the 1950s 
through the mid-1970s. Gary Watson, 
the videographer that produced these 
historic films, introduced them and pro-
vided the big screen venue, with the assis-
tance of David Renner. Even those that 
have seen the movies before remarked 
how historical and informative they are. 
 The event only rekindled the fervent 
attachment we all have to the M.G. We 

At The Drive-In 

The 90th birthday of the MG Car Com-
pany was celebrated in Houston by 23 
or so enthusiasts on Saturday, June 21. 
We chose to escape the heat and enjoy 
a cool studio viewing of 3 wonderful 
MG films at the Spring Street Studios. 
 It was great to view again, or for the 
first time:  
1.) Inside the Octagon I 2.) Inside the 
Octagon II, and 3.) an interview film 
featuring Peter Thornley, son of the late 

HGMCC members gathered at Gary Watson’s studio-garage for a day of movies and fun. 



were proud 
to participate as part of a world-wide recognition of 
the beginning of the MG Car Company 90 years 
ago.   

To complete the day, many of us then retired to an 
outstanding eatery in the Heights...GOOD DOG. 
 They serve what may be some of the very best hot 
dogs in Houston. 

Dwight Dawson 

 

At The Drive-In 

AT A GLANCE 

2014 Houston MG Car Club 
 Events Calendar 

July 19 - Pinewood Derby Gran Prix. 

August -Teahouse of the August Moon (Asia 
Society Museum, Japanese Garden) (tentative) 

September –Bayou cruise (tentative) 

October-Fall GOF / All Brit Car Show 



Greetings to all HMGCC 
members from  

Gary Watson’s  

studio! 

At The Drive-In 

WELL WISHES 

We wish Stephanie Norris a 
speedy recovery and know 
she is in our thoughts. 

Get well soon Stephanie! 

-HMGCC 



 

 

Don’t forget—the Pinewood Derby is THIS MONTH!!! 

 

Is your derby racer ready? 

 

 

July 19, 2014 

Alara Garage 

3233 West 11th Street 

Houston, TX 77008 

 

 

2014 Pinewood Derby 



2014 Pinewood Gran Prix Rules 

Last year’s inaugural Pinewood Gran Prix was a great success. But as with any success, came sug-
gestions to improve the sport. In answer to numerous requests for rules and standards in place of 
the open formula of 2013, I am happy to announce the guidelines for the finale Pinewood Gran 
Prix. 

First Rule: Only one car can be entered by each member and that member must construct the 
car him or herself.  

Second Rule: We will adopt the following guidelines used by many of the Cub Scout groups 
around the United States. If they are good enough for eight year olds, they are good enough for 
us.  

 The overall length of the car shall not exceed 7 inches. 
 The overall width of the car shall not exceed 2 ¾ inches. 
 The car must have 1 ¾” clearance between the wheels. 
 The car must have 3/8” clearance underneath the body so it does not rub on the track. 
 The car shall not exceed 5.0 ounces. 
 The official race scale that is used at car check-in shall be considered final. 
 The official pine wood block must be used. 
 The block may be shaped in any way that is desired. 
 Official BSA wheels must be used. The wheels may not be cut, drilled, bevelled or rounded. 

You may remove the seams and imperfections from the wheels. 
 The axles may be altered, polished and lubricated. 
 Only dry lubricant (graphite) may be used on the 

wheels and axles 
 Once a car passes inspection and is entered into the 

race, only race committee members can touch it. 
 If the car loses a wheel, or is otherwise damaged, the 

racer shall have 5 minutes to make repairs. 
 Each car must pass inspection by the official inspec-

tion committee before it will be allowed to compete. 
 The Inspection Committee has the responsibility to 

disqualify those cars that do not meet these rules. 
 

 



2014 Pinewood Gran Prix Rules (continued) 

Final Rule: In the spirit of the Cub Scout system, we have empowered a rules committee to 
make all final rulings prior to racing. While this may well invite interpretations, the committee’s 
interpretations will be final and binding. The committee members are: 

 Ron Snider - track owner and scout leader 
 John Youens - HMGCC president and racer extraordinaire 
 Wayne Hardy - reigning Pinewood GP champion 

 

Enjoy building your racer! 

      2014 Pinewood Gran Prix Rules Committee: 
                                         Ron Snider - track owner and scout leader 

John Youens - HMGCC president and racer extraordinaire 
Wayne Hardy - reigning Pinewood GP champion 

Enjoy building your racer! 

PINEWOOD DERBY 

Saturday 

July 19, 2014 

Anyone who would like to host an event in 2014, 
please contact Dave Renner to discuss and get on 
the calendar as soon as possible.  2014 is shaping up 
to be a very busy year! 
 

The club needs a new events coordinator 
for 2015.  If interested, you can help 

Dave plan the Nov. 2014 event. 
 

Dave Renner 
cell phone: 713-301-7620 
email: drenner@sbcglobal.net  



 
Driver(s)    Events   Points  
 
Bard/1973 MGB  **), 2), 3),4), 6), 7), 8), 9), 10), 11), 13), 14), 15), 
     16)  20.13452 
Woodward/1980 MGB 1), 2), 4), 5), 6), 9), 11), 13)  12.39194 
Fleischer/1971MGB 2), 4), 6), 11), 13), 14)  10.88192 
G Smith/1964 MGB 2), 4),11), 13)   10.45668 
Snider/1976 MGB **), 2), 3), 4), 6), 7), 11), 14)) 9.47308 
Sykes/1965 MGB/1969 MGC/GT 9, 12), 13), 16)  9.3592 
Aguado/1979 MGB 9), 11), 13)   6.81164 
Hausmann/1948 MGTC 2), 9), 12)   5.049 
Schiller/1972 MGB 6), 9), 11)   4.3296 
Mollere/1973 MGB 4), 6)    3.576 
Littlefield/1962 MGA 9), 12)    2.977 
Rosenquist/1955 MGTF 9), 12)    2.8 
Ryder/1959 MGA 6), 11)    2.769 
Sandy/1971MGB/ 2), 12)    2.6432 
Myers/1971MGB  11)    1.9056 
Asbury/1962 MGA 6)    1.885 
Moran/1964 MGB 6)    1.704 
Kelley/1967 MGB 11)    1.6896 
B Wiggins/1953 MGTD 2)    1.4 
Dowty/1953 MGTD 11)    1.4 
Ulrich/1953 MGTD 13)    1.4 
Redding/1952 MGTD 13)    1.4 
R Colwell/1960 MGA 11)    1.3 
LaMaster/1980 MGB/LE  9)     1.2848 
Robbins/1973 MGB/GT 2)    1.2 
Laman/1967 MGB 11)    1.2 
Cannon/1971 Midget 16)    1.2 
Rook/1974 MGB  7)    1.1 
Biggerstaff/1974 Triumph TR6 11)   1.1 
Dawson/1973 MGB 2), 4), 6), 8), 9), 10), 11), 16) n/a 
Holtzapple/1974 MGB/GT V8 2), 4), 6), 16)  n/a 
Youens/1947MGTC  4), 11), 13)  n/a 
  
Events to date, 5-29-14: **) bonus points 2014 Christmas Party, 1) January 
Coffee and Cars, 2) Tech Session, 3) February meeting, 4) Sweetheart Rallye, 5) 
March Coffee and Cars, 6) Hemi Hideout, 7) April meeting, 8) April Coffee and 
Cars, 9) Prez Social/Fajita Party, 10) Arrow of Light Ceremony, 11) Spring Thing, 
12) Trinity Episcopal Car Show, 13) Spring GOF, 14) Cub Scout Pinewood Derby, 
15) June meeting,16) 90th Anniversary  

Points figured using The Sykes Formula.  

Distances figured using mileage reported by drivers or Google/Mapquest maps and 
published addresses of drivers. 

2014 MG Driver Standings 
The Sykes Formula 

 
Each event is worth 1 point  
(Average of 25 miles round trip from the driver's 
house)  
Each additional mile will be worth .01 points 
(mileage per GPS routing to null out speedo error 
and/or circuitous roads) 
To compensate for car age, assume the following 
coefficients: 
TC or older                    1.5 
TD or TF                        1.4 
A or Magnette                1.3 
CB - B, C, Midget           1.2 
RB - B, C, Midget               1.1 
 
We can then construct the following examples 
based on the formula: 

(BEP + MC) x AC = TPV 
(Basic Event Point + Mileage Correction) x Age 
Coefficient = Total Point Value 

 
Example:  2010 GOF/ Palestine   
Roger Sykes (MGB)     vs.     John Youens (MGTC) 
 
Roger’s Distance (miles per GPS) 
255 (140 each way = 280-25) x .01 = 2.55, so 
(1 + 2.55) x 1.2 = 4.26 Total value for that event 

 
 John's Distance (miles per GPS) 
265 (145 each way = 290-25) x .01 = 2.65, so 
(1 + 2.65) x 1.5 = 5.475 Total value for that event 

 Formula created by Roger Sykes for the Houston MG Car Club 
01/10/11  



 

For some time a sign was up at the local Firestone 
tire dealership on FM 359 announcing that Mario 
Andretti would be present to sign autographs and 
give rides in the two seater Firestone Indy car going 
up and down FM 359 in front of the store. The ac-
tivities were scheduled to take place on Thursday 
June 19th and on Friday June 20th. Keith Rider being 
the eagle eye that he is caught the bit about the ride 
in the two seater and suggested that we go early on 
the first day, Thursday, before the big crowds begin 
to arrive. 

On Thursday morning, we started out reasonably 
early at 8:45 or so and went to the local Mugs coffee 
shop for a quick cup before starting our exciting day 
with Mario. Upon arrival at the Firestone store we 
immediately went over to examine the famous tan-
dem two seat Indy race car. Needless to say it looked 
a bit different than I expected it to be. Instead of big 
fat wide slick tires they looked like ordinary street 
tires. Right away I knew this was not going to be the 
day I would get a 200mph ride in an Indianapolis 
race car down FM 359. Not only did the tires not 
look right for a race car but neither did the head-
lights on an Indy car as well as the turn signal lights, 
and horn, not to mention the license plates. Even so 
the car had been a racing car before it had been cut 
in two to make room for the addition of a second 
seat. 

After viewing the car, we went inside to stand in line 
for an opportunity to meet Mario and get an auto-
graphed picture and a couple of autographed Fire-
stone ball caps for two of my younger grandsons. 

All in all it was a good day even if I did not get a 
200mph ride in an Indy race car.  

-Don Lantz 

A Date with Mario 

Fast Men: Don and Mario  
(Don giving pointers to Mario on regalia) 

Keith Ryder speaking with one of the car workers 



Classifieds 

 

1950 MGTD 

Left hand drive.  Partial restoration (interior, rag top, dashboard, paint, wiring 
harness, minor mechanical in 1994).  Beautiful vehicle needing minor TLC.  Best 
reasonable offer takes her home.  713-523-7352.  wmurray.air@sbcglobal.net 

For Sale 

1970 MGB $4500 obo 

Good daily driver. 93,000 miles, but the speedometer was not working when 
I got the car. Runs good. The brakes were re-done several years ago along 
with clutch master cylinder and radiator.  
Cosmetically, much of the car was re-done. Paint redone (originally a mus-
tard yellow color).  More photos available on request.  Durant, Oklahoma 
Boyd Nickels  580-916-6146  Boyd212@dishmail.net  

For Sale 

1953 TD Kit Car 

The older kit project was refurbished in 1998 and again in 2007. 
 Lots of history can be provided.  Private owner asked that 

you call ABRAHAM at Spring Motor Sport in Spring on Louetta. 
 Phone 281-350-2444. This very drivable car will be taken to his lot 

for inspection.  Asking $7500.  

For Sale 

1969 MGB 

In the family since 1971.  Needs updates but engine and 
transmission work fine.  Asking $3000. Includes tonneau 

cover, all tools and manuals. 

Richard Ramon 

713.248.3443 

For Sale 

1954 MGTF 

4th Owner from new (current owner for last 44 years).  Garage only, never seen 
rain.  Frame up repaint to original red, red leather interior.  500 miles on rebuilt 
engine since 2011.  $21K worth of work performed by well known British resto-
ration shop in last 4 years.  New crankshaft, brakes, tires, fuel pump, steering, 
battery, radiator, cable, hoses, etc. 

$30K or chrome bumper MGB in good condition + cash. 

For Sale 



1956 MGA $14,500 
Runs well but needs some paint work. New interior and Tonneau cover available 
(not installed). It has been part 
of my life since 1978 and a continuing work in progress. With too many moves 
and another one in the works, it is 
just time to part ways. Please call 281-676-4330 

For Sale 

Classifieds 

’70 MGBGT 90% restored (Engine, Gearbox, paint, etc), BRG, $2500 
’74 MGBGT Disassembled (rolling body) but mostly complete, with a very 
large variety of spare parts, $1000. 
  All together $3500. 

John W. Bergeron 
Cell (281) 481-4379 

For Sale 

1953 MGTD 
5 speed transmission installed by Ron Redding. All Mainte-
nance records since Nov. "69. Nice weekend driver. Ask Ron 

about its condition. $14,500.  
Bill Cook elizycook@comcast.net 

For Sale 

1971 B      Very nice condition. 
8000mi since complete restoration in 95/96. Lots of spares. Used as a daily driver for several years. It now has an-

tique plates. Located in Sargent, TX. Matagorda city.  
mcculleymj@att.blackberry.net 

 

For Sale 

1952 MGTD 
BRG with tan interior.  Restored in 2001 by Bill Jones’ Vintage Sportscars (LaGrange).  

Housed in A/C garage and driven sparingly. Left hand drive. 
$22,500  Randy Suhl 713.520.2915 randysuhl@texasaromatics.com 

 

For Sale 



1965 MG-B 
Daily Driver. New interior in 2008 in great shape, wire wheels, chrome bumpers, 
pull handles, new radiator, new gas tank and general engine overhaul. Needs to be 
painted and some body work. Needs a new home. Will consider any serious offer. 
Contact Bill at: 713-582-7756 

For Sale 

Classifieds 

 
MG Midget offered from estate sale in Markham, TX.  All 
original, with original engine.  Not running. $800 
Also, 1500cc engine, separate.  $250 
Louis Kopnicky 979.843.5418 loukop@ykc.com 
 

For Sale 

1958 MGA $13,500.00 
Owned about 5 years. Not pristine but a shiner and easy to upgrade. Motor is strong 
with new tune up, upgraded oil filter system and oil cooler. I have original wheels, steer-
ing wheel, and oil filter system. Some new chrome and parts with mini light wheels and 
Falken tires. New accessories that are not installed (carpet, carb kit, radiator kit). Kept in 
the garage and covered. Harvey Votaw 281 796.3767 

For Sale 



 

The Houston MG Car Club is an open marque club dedicated 

to the promotion and enjoyment of motor sports in all aspects. 

Meetings are held at 7 pm on the first Wednesday of each 

month at Christie’s Seafood Restaurant, 6029 Westheimer, 
Houston. 

Membership dues are $30 per year. Applications can be ob-
tained from our website and mailed to the club address or to 
the membership chair. Renewals, change of address and other 
membership-related correspondence should be sent to: 

Gordon Smith 

8022 Agora Circle 

Sugarland, TX 

Houston MG Car Club 

 
John Youens President    

Keith Ryder V. President  

Angie Bard  Secretary  

Nancy Youens Treasurer  

2014 Club Officers 

 

Ray Holtzapple, Chairman 

Larry Rook  

Mike Woodward 

Greg Fleischer 

Fran Schrage 

  

Board of Directors 

 

 

Dixie Moore       Hospitality 281.342.5722 

Dave Renner      Events 713.683.0384 

Gordon Smith   Membership  

Don Lantz          Regalia 281.341.7033 

Dwight Dawson  Webmaster 

Stephanie Norris ROARS editor 

Committee Chairs 
 

MG Car Club, Ltd.   Abingdon, UK 

MG Owners Club    Cambridge, UK 

MG Car Club Holland   The Netherlands 

New England MGT Register   Ridgefield, CT 

North American MGA Register  Portland, OR 

North American MGB Register  Akin, IL 

American MGB Association   Chicago, IL 

Club Affiliations 

THE ROARS 

 

You can advertise in The Roars to reach cus-
tomers.  Advertising rates are listed.  To post an 
ad in The Roars, please submit your payment 
with your ad in an electronic format to: 
Larry Rook 
Editor, The Roars 
l_rook@yahoo.com 

Advertising 

 

COMMERCIAL ADS 

Business Card Size  $50/yr 
Quarter Page Size  $70/yr 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

Members    Free/3 months 
Non-Members   $20/3 months 

Rates Stephanie Norris Editor 713-449-0964 


