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We also had an opportunity to finally meet, 
face-to-face, a number of people who have  
inspired us in publishing the magazine. 
Among those were Greg Prehodka, longtime 
MG racer and racing organizer; Dick  
Knudson, co-founder of the New England 
MGT Register; Richard Miller, managing 
director of the North American MG Drivers 
Club; and John Nikas, special projects  
coordinator for Moss Motors.

Their kind words and support have gone a 
long way in helping us to formulate a plan 
for the magazine and a vision to provide MG 
owners with an entertaining and educational 
marque-specific publication for many years  
to come.

NOTES FROM THE PUBLISHER

LARRY SANATA
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elcome to another issue of North 
American Classic MG magazine. 
Inside you will find a fascinating 

mix of stories, photographs and opinions about 
MGs and the people who love them.

Among those is the story of a group of intrepid 
Australian owners, who decided that a leisurely 
ride through the country was not enough to 
satisfy their adventuresome spirit.

The solution – a 21,500-mile drive along the 
Pan-American Highway. Their story was so 
inspirational, the CMG staff is considering a 
regular feature about people and their drives.

No, you need not have traversed the globe  
in your MG, but we would love to hear about 
your unforgettable experience. Please share 
some notes about your drive by emailing me.

We also have a great story about a wonderful 
southern gentleman, who reminisced about his 
youth and how he became involved with the 
marque. George Haldane’s rally through West 
Virginia, just a few weeks after graduating 
from high school, is charming. I’m sure it will 
bring back a lot of memories among readers.

A recap of the Kimber Festival also graces our 
pages. It was a memorable experience and an 
opportunity to meet a fascinating group of MG 
academics and enthusiasts. Our compliments to 
Dick Knudson and his staff for organizing and 
presenting a fascinating learning  
experience. Look for more stories in coming 
months that originated from the festival.
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dogs were unknown to us, so I decided I would give  
them names -- after upper management of the dealership. 
For example, Bernie the Doberman was named after  
our general manager; Maggie the German shepherd  
was named after our office manager; and so on.

During one of our weekly Friday sales meeting, the  
sales manager asked if sales consultants had anything  
to report. I said I had something serious to report. Bernie 
was cocking up his leg and peeing on the new Midgets. 
Thirty-eight years down the road, I truly can’t remember 
how the situation was dealt with.

Paul Lewis 
Sacramento, CA

e just received two copies of Issue 68 and  
I must say you did a beyond spectacular  
job with it. Bravo!

We love it. Thank you so much for taking the time to 
write about us and even more importantly Leonidas.  
I am actually leaving them displayed on our front counter 
so as visitors come they can see the magazine and read 
through them.

Kind regards,
Keith W. Grey
The Revs Institute
Naples, FL

W

hank you so much for sharing copies of the 
magazine with the Bellevue Special story inside! 
They arrived today and are really great.

Best Regards,
Colin Murrell
Avon, UK

Larry,

Larry,
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LETTER to the EDITOR

Larry,

I thought you might enjoy this story. Working at  
British Motors of Sacramento, we had two sales 
teams, one for the early shift and one for the late 

shift. The early shift would work from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
and then the late shift would take over at 3 p.m. and  
work until closing time at 9 p.m.

On the late shift, it was our responsibility to lock up and 
close the dealership down. Just before closing, a company 
called Hall’s Guard Dogs would arrive. They would let 
the dogs loose in the back compound where the new cars 
were stored, a deterrent against theft and vandalism.

Over time, we sales people became very friendly with  
the guard dogs, both petting and playing with them  
before we went home for the night. The names of the 

ay 14 marks the 20th anniversary of the  
North Carolina MG Car Club’s Triangle  
British Classic Car Show. It is being held 

again at North Hills, where there is something for  
everyone. This is a wonderful opportunity to see more 
than 125 cars representing more than 60 years of British 
motoring history.  

There will be the car show, regalia, raffle prizes and a 
50/50 drawing.  There is no charge for spectators, who 
also can vote for their favorite car.

The first 150 registered cars will receive dash plaques. 
Early registration closes on April 14. Registration must 
be postmarked by that date for early registration. Early 
registration includes a dash plaque and show T-shirt. All 
early registrations will be entered in a drawing for a $100 
gift card.

For more information, visit www.ncmgcarclub.com.
 
Cheers,
Dennis L. Taylor

Larry,

M
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lectrical conundrums are among the worst feared 
problems of British car owners, and owners of 
MGs are no exception.

But here are some helpful and painless tips from Barry 
Rosenberg of British Car Service in Marietta, GA. who 
shares the perplexing story of an early MGB that lost  
all electrical power after sitting idle for a week.

“The owner bought one of those little jump starters and 
had to use it every time he wanted to use the car. So we 
started looking for a drain,” Rosenberg recalled.

“The easiest way to find a battery drain is to pull the 
ground terminal off the battery and just barely tap it 
against the battery post. If your car has interior lights, 
close the door first so there are no lights on to  
draw current.”

“If you get a tiny spark, then you have a drain. Next,  
disconnect your car radio and retest. If you do not get  
a spark now, then the radio is the source of the drain.  
On the other hand, normal radio drain should not deplete 
a battery in a week.”

“If you still get a spark, remove all your fuses and test for 
spark again. If you get spark now, the short is on a circuit 
that is powered directly from the battery and not through  
a fuse or the ignition switch.”

“Disconnect your alternator or voltage regulator wire to 
the battery, which should be a brown wire, and test again. 
Most of the time we find it is the alternator with the short 
caused by a bad diode. Replace the alternator.” 

“There should only be one fuse that could cause the drain 
and that’s the one with the brown wire, or on later cars a 
white with brown tracer wire. Plug the fuse back in and 
test for spark.”

“Most of the time, you will not get a spark as there are 
only a few items on that fuse – the interior lights, the 
trunk light and horns. They are easy enough to check 
individually”

“Let’s also consider that you checked for spark and got 
none, but your battery keeps losing power. Take a digital 

voltmeter and attach one terminal to the positive battery 
post while dragging the other lead across the top of the 
battery.”

“Readings of anywhere from a few volts to as many  
as nine volts indicate the battery is draining itself. Use  
a slurry of baking soda and water to clean the battery  
or consider replacing it.”

“You want to see about 14.5 volts at the battery when 
it is being charged. If you have more, you have another 
problem – a voltage regulator that needs adjusted or an 
alternator that needs replaced.”

Getting a grip on electrical conundrums

WORDS: BARRY ROSENBERG 
PHOTO: MICHAEL SANATA
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BOOK REVIEW

Chronicle of a Car Crash

C hris Cowin does an admirable job of analyzing 
and documenting the history of the British  
automobile industry and its fall from favor  

in his book British Leyland: Chronicle of a Car Crash 
1968-1978.

First published in 2012 and republished two years later, the 
197-page softbound book is a must-have for those wanting 
to know more about Britain’s former industrial colossus.

It provides an exhaustive insight into one of that country’s 
greatest industries and the desperate attempts at gaining  
efficiencies and survival during a never-ending roller  
coaster ride of economic misfortunes.

MG, as part of Austin Morris, was combined with  
Jaguar to form the short-lived British Motor Holdings, 
which became British Leyland Motor Corporation by  
the late 1960s.

This massive and unwieldy industrial group manufactured 
everything from paving and refrigeration equipment to 
army tanks; and buses and heavy trucks to family cars, 
luxury cars and sports cars.

Helping to tell the story of its crash are voluminous  
production numbers and Cowin’s in-depth insight into 
investment decisions, exchange rates, tax policies, import 
restrictions and the seemingly never-ending labor disputes 
of the 1970s.

I can only imagine the hours Cowin spent pouring over 
marketing and financial records. The bibliography alone 
lists 32 sources and the book includes photos of cars, as 
well as key managers.

The author tells the story of Triumph and its stillborn 
attempts to introduce new products. Among them was an 
attempt to update the MGB with newer engines, such as  
the overhead-cam E series or later O series. As was often 
common, there was never enough development capital  
to put these updates in place and the MGB was the last 
vehicle in production to use what was by then an  
antiquated Austin-designed power plant.
 
 

The book takes us up to and includes Jaguar’s spin-off  
by the British government into a publicly traded entity  
and ultimately its purchase by Ford in late 1989 and the 
sale of the balance of Austin Rover to BMW.  

The overseas operations in South Africa, New Zealand, 
and Australia, as well as wholly owned operations in  
Belgium, Portugal, Spain and Italy, are featured along  
with their contributions.

There’s also a sizeable section on U.S. operations and 
how they contributed in sales volume of certain exported 
products. The winners included MGBs and Triumph TR6s 
and the losers were Triumph Stags, Austin Marinas and 
Rover SD1s.

For me, who spent his career with the British car industry 
in the United States, all this material is simply fascinating.  
Through all the ups and downs, corporate name chang-
es, lost sales volumes, delayed or flawed new product 
launches and woeful quality control, the fact that I actually 
survived for 32 years gainfully employed in this enterprise 
is nothing short of a miracle.

Perhaps that was due to the fact I was a West Coast  
warranty manager and in this field there was never any 
shortage of work.  For that kind of corporate longevity,  
I was indeed blessed.

WORDS: JOHN F. QUILTER 
PHOTO: JOHN F. QUILTER



Several down in the southeast have combined a  
British car show with Scottish/Celtic Highland Games.  
Some have found venues that provide tours of wineries, 
museums or historic sites.  Some are just in places that we 
haven’t visited and help us check off “bucket list” locations.

Unfortunately, there are only a limited number  
of weekends available during the prime driving season  
and we’ve got some conflicting priorities, including 
grandkids, family reunions, weddings and other hobbies 
like golf trips.

So we have to pass on some pretty neat and interesting 
British car events each year, but many make their way  
to our “bucket list,” including the annual Key West British 
Car Club event in April and events just outside of our  
reach travelwise.

But, the great thing about our hobby is that next year  
we’ll start the process all over again with a couple  
of MG Register events anchoring our calendar and  
the opportunity to cross off some of those “bucket list”  
events and places.

he driving season is officially off to a flying  
start with a mild winter and early spring here  
in North Carolina and classic British car 

enthusiasts filling our calendars with events that make  
our hobby something special. 

Many of us have been working long hours in our garages 
getting our cars in shape by fitting new and refurbished 
parts; rebuilding engines, transmissions and carbs; and 
deciding which events to attend.

Obviously for MG enthusiasts, the big “All Register” 
mega-MG2016 in Louisville will be the centerpiece  
of our classic car activities this year.  Four full days  
of MG immersion, with more than 1,000 MGs filling  
the event hotel’s parking lots, numerous technical  
sessions and special programs will fill each day. That’s 
not to mention a car show on a beautiful park overlooking 
the Ohio River in downtown Louisville and a banquet 
featuring TV collector car personality, Dennis Gage, all  
of which should make this event something truly special.

With Louisville affixed to my calendar, the real planning 
takes place as I peruse various event listings promoted 
in the many newsletters I get from clubs across North 
America.  From early April on through October, each 
weekend has too many events to comprehend.

Car shows, concours d’elegance, vintage racing, parties 
and multi-day tours through some of our country’s most 
scenic and historic countrysides make picking which 
events to attend almost impossible.  For me, events  
I haven’t been to or ones that have moved to new  
venues are particularly appealing. 

T
Bucket List Choices

DICK LUNNEY
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colleague’s mention of MG models in the past  
few weeks caused me to revisit my own model  
collection, which is quite extensive. I sometimes 

have to smile when people, knowing of my interest in  
MGs, ask me “How many do you own?” My reply of  
“over 400” causes them to pause before then asking  
“Where do you keep them all?” After answering “In  
a very large cabinet in my office,” it finally dawns  
on them that these are model MG cars.

I have been collecting model cars for more than 60 years, 
starting with some very early Dinky examples, which  
today are fetching a king’s ransom at trade and model fairs. 
I was particularly fond of an early model of a GPO mail  
van streamlined like the plane it was taking the mail to  
at the airport, which usually was Croydon. This was well 
before the advent of Heathrow, somewhere around 1938.  
I also had several models of the Grand Prix cars popular  
at the time on the tracks of Europe. Auto Unions,  
Mercedes and Maserati were all faithfully represented 
among several marques.

However, it was the launch of the first Dinky MGB model  
in 1962 that really caught my attention. Iris blue in color  
and issued at the same time as the real production MGB, 
I still have this car in my collection. Other manufacturers, 
such as Spot-On, Corgi and Matchbox, followed and  
increased the popularity of collecting model MGs.

Many of the cars are 1/43rd scale, but there are one or two 
heavyweights on the shelves. For example, I have a large 
1962 die cast  Doepke MG TD which is quite substantial  
in 1/8th scale, as well as a Hubley model TD also die cast 
and heavy. The largest model I have is the Ideal Toy  

Company’s 1/10th scale plastic MGB produced in 1963  
for “Tammy,” as a counter to the Austin-Healey made  
for “Barbie” by the same manufacturer.

I also have beautiful die cast pewter MG TC, which my 
wife and I got when I had a real MG TC. It still reminds 
me of the warm summer nights when my girlfriend and 
now wife used to drive along with my arm around her 
shoulder, just like the young couple in the model.

I also possess several unique models of cars I have owned, 
specifically made for me by K & R models in England.  
In particular are a couple U.S. MGB Limited Editions,  
one of which is tailored to my specifications complete  
with license plate.

When you consider the extent of MG models made,  
it truly is a small octagon world.

A
It’s a Small Octagon World

RIGHT-HAND DRIVE

KEN SMITH
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Why rebuild a tattered MGB only to cut it in half when done
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he project began as some 
stupid idea conceived at 
a tea break that got a bit 

out of hand,” Andrew Marsh recalled.

But unlike other tea-fueled notions  
at Maidstone Sports Cars in England, 
this one would become reality.

The result: The Maidstone MGB Half-
Car, a one-of-a-kind MG, cut nearly  
in half and capable of being driven on 
the street -- with very limited seating.

Marsh, the eccentric owner of  
Maidstone Sports Cars, uses the car 
at motoring gatherings in the United 
Kingdom to bring attention to some  
of the most innovative aftermarket  
parts built for MG cars.

That includes a highly innovative  
fully independent suspension, as  
well as a new generation of brakes  
and gearboxes.

“I have always been a lover of British 
sports cars and after playing with old 
British motor bikes from an early age 
my father gave me an old MG  
Midget wreck so as to get me away 
from bikes,” Marsh explained.

“I subsequently restored 
the Midget and 
won 

a major concours competition at the 
age of 17. After a spell in the army and 
numerous other jobs, I decided to do 
something I loved.”

So at the age of 24, he launched  
Maidstone. At first, the company  
specialized in MGs. “But as the business 
grew, we took on other British sports  
car marques.”

To help market some of its aftermarket 
innovations, Marsh came up with the 
idea of a drivable, half-car.

“It was not done as a main job, but was 
fitted in around our normal work,” he 
explained. “Overall, 
it must have taken 
well over 300 hours 
in total. But, I was 
not counting.”

The hardest part 
of the project, 
Marsh said, was 
convincing his 
staff that it was 
a good idea.

 
 

“The cutting in-half was quite tricky 
especially as it was slightly offset so as 
to allow easier fitting of the windscreen, 
bonnet, boot catch and other things.”

In the process, he caught some heat 
about using a 1968 MGB for such  
an extravagant promotion.

“The criticism was amusing as the 
donor car we used was a total wreck 
and fit only for the scrap yard,” he said. 
“We had to rebuild 
one side  
completely 
before cutting 



FEATURE

9



FEATURE

10

or else the whole car would have fallen apart.”

The actual cut was offset two inches to the nearside  
to allow for special features to remain in place, like the 
grill badge, bonnet lock, boot lock, gear lever base and 
the metal strut for the rear view mirror.

“You wouldn’t believe the amount of thought that went 
into the bits you can’t see,” Marsh said.

And there were serious structural issues to address 
during the construction. A slim, but strong metal strut  
is braced to the body at intervals, with hefty mounts,  
to link the two axles.

To prevent the engine from being lopsided without its 
nearside mounts, upright struts were engineered to mount 
onto the suspension assembly. 

On the inside of the car, Marsh and staff installed half  
of one of its body-color-matched fascias, and used very 
red leather for the seats, doors cards, instrument surround, 
speaker panel and the top of the fascia.

“It’s a bit tarty,” Marsh volunteered. 

But the real reason for the build rests beneath the body, 
including an independent suspension developed and  
supplied by Hoyle Engineering.
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The front consists of a double wishbone assembly,  
with coil-over dampers to replace the original lever  
arm shocks. This essentially bolts straight on, although  
a replacement cross-member is required.

At the rear, the wishbones are mounted onto a new  
subframe that uses the same eight body fixing points  
as the original axle and suspension. 

The gearbox is a staple five-speed MGB conversion --  
a Sierra Type 9 and modified bell housing.

The front brakes are uprated with Brembo discs, along 
with four-pot Lockheed calipers. At the rear, the drums 

are replaced with discs and single-pot calipers.

The standard MGB engine is rebored to 1950cc and  
treated to a Stage 3 conversion, which includes a  
balanced, lightened and gas-flowed head, and higher  
lift camshaft. 

This MGB is an attention getter, even without being  
half a car!

WORDS: LARRY SANATA
PHOTOS: ANDREW MARSH
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Memories of a glorious time from long, long ago 

hile the East Coast was consumed with a  
mix of snow and ice early this year, the  
Arizona Concours d’Elegance enjoyed  

gorgeous sunshine and a spectacular showing  
of extraordinary classic automobiles.

Among those was the 1930 MG Double Twelve 2B/M2273 
Brooklands Racer of Jack Kahler. His car is a factory replica 
of the original 1930 MG 12/12, of which six works team cars 
were constructed for the Brooklands Double Twelve 24-hour 
endurance race.

“I graduated with a degree in industrial design from the  
Kansas City Institute and have always enjoyed designing  
and restoring things,” said Kahler of Littleton, CO,  
an aficionado of MG automobiles.

“My love for MGs began when I turned 40. And that’s  
when I bought my first MG -- a 1965 MGB for $2,000  
and I immediately tore it apart and restored it.” Since then, 
he’s owned a 1948 MG TC, 1952 MG TD, 1955 MG TF, 
1967 MG Midget and a 1969 MGC GT.

But his most prized possessions are a 1934 MG PA and this 
very special Double Twelve M-type. Kahler is the 50th  
owner and spent nine years restoring the car, which  
represents an especially glorious period in MG history. 

Introduced in 1928, the M-type is said to have changed the 
face of sports car motoring. In addition to being “cheap 
and cheerful,” it brought sports cars within the reach of the 
middle class, instead of just the rich, according to historian 
Graham Robson. 

Very early in M-type production, customers began using  
their cars for competition. It didn’t take long for some  
of those owners to ask the MG factory to prepare special  
M- types for racing. And among the events those racing  
customers had in mind was the Double Twelve in May  
1930 at the 2.75-mile Brooklands motor circuit, the first  
purpose-built banked motor race course in the world.

It was called Double Twelve because the 24-hour race was 
split into two sessions to satisfy neighbors who complained 
about nighttime racing.
 
 

H. N. Charles, the chief designer at Abingdon at the time, 
was already working on modifications to the M-types, 
which would increase horsepower from 20 to a  
whopping 27.

While still borrowing much from the MG Midget Sports, 
the sporting M-types included a wealth of amenities,  
including a more attractive body, with both sides  
cut away to conform to International Road Racing  
regulations of the time.

There also was a special windscreen fitted with Triplex 
glass, or sometimes gauze, which could be folded flat  
forward.

The engine featured a performance-spec camshaft,  
a Solex carburetor and modified intake and exhaust  
manifolds. The clutch was fitted with special springs and 
linings, while the chassis had special headlamps brackets 
and front wing cross bar.

A specially wound dynamo and specially constructed  
distributor were included to better accommodate high- 
speed driving, and cars came with heavy-duty road wheels 
and a bonnet strap. 

Altogether, six cars were prepared by the factory for the 
Brooklands’ Double Twelve race in 1930 and the race  
results were impressive, with the cars finishing third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh in their class behind two 
Riley Nines, and 14th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 20th overall,  
as well as securing the team prize.

The fastest M-type covered 1,445.63 miles in the 24 hours 
and the slowest 1,385.31 miles giving an average speed for 
all the cars between 60.23 and 57.72mph.

The MG factory took advantage of the win and not only 
applied some of its racing technology to production cars, 
but also introduced a replica Double Twelve M-type –  
quite a marketing coup for the time.

The Double 12, or 12/12, replicas were built between  
August and December 1930 and were priced at £245 –  
a hefty amount over the standard M-type.

W
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HISTORY

Jack Kahler’s 2B/M2273 is the last Double Twelve  
manufactured on Dec. 1, 1930. Altogether, the MG factory 
built 19 replicas and offered them for sale to the general 
public. Most of them were purchased by enthusiasts and 
raced at Brooklands and other tracks.

Double Twelve 2B/M2273 is one of four factory-built 
replicas known to exist today – a glorious example of MG 
ingenuity, marketing initiative and a determined  
commitment by its owner.

WORDS: HOWARD KOBY & LARRY SANATA
PHOTOS: HOWARD KOBY
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An incredible journey along the Pan-American Highway
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he home of MG2016,  
in Louisville, KY, was a far  
cry from what intrepid,  

globe-trotting MG adventurers Ross 
and Shez Letten were accustomed  
to several months ago.

Just last year, they and a group of other 
MG enthusiasts from Australia spent 
130 days traveling 21,500 miles along 
the Pan-American Highway, traversing 
14 countries and crossing 17 borders.

This month, some members of the 
group spent time at MG2016 recount-
ing their expedition – to the delight  
of MG owners from around the world.

Organized by 
Dave  
 

Godwin, who has spearheaded other 
long-distance drives, including one from 
Peking to Paris and another from Cape 
to Cairo, this trip was perhaps the most 
dazzling and demanding.

“According to Guinness World Records, 
the Pan-American Highway is the 
world’s longest ‘motorable road,” said 
Ross Letten who chronicled the journey 
and shared his journal with North  
American Classic MG magazine.

“Except for a rainforest break of  
approximately 100 kilometers, called 
the Darien Gap, the road links almost all 
of the mainland nations of the Americas 
in a connected highway system.”

So, on Oct. 28, 2014, eight MGs – one 
MGA, four MGBs and three MGB GTs 
– were placed inside a container boat 
in Melbourne bound for San Antonio, 
Chile. On Jan. 5, 2015, owners were 
reacquainted with their cars and the  
MG motoring adventure began.

The plan was to travel 4,000 kilometers 
southwards to Ushuaia, 14,000  
kilometers northwards, but on the  
other side of the Andes, to Cartagena  
in Colombia, ship across the Caribbean 
to Panama to circumvent the Darien 
Gap, and then 11,000 kilometers  
northwards through Central and  
North America to Vancouver.   

Based on Godwin’s calculations, the 
group would travel 330 kilometers 

each day for five days and then take 
two days off for rest. He also 
warned that the group would  
be traveling through a wide 
assortment of climate changes.

“Given the number of people 
involved and the remoteness 

Ross loading Blue B in Container.
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of some of the stopping points, it was 
decided early on that accommodation 
would have to be booked months in 
advance for every single night through 
South and Central America,” Letten 
recalled.

”Departure was always 8 a.m., morning 
tea and lunch were organized over the 
CB radio by the day’s leader and as 
soon as we arrived at the new  
accommodation bags would be out  
and bonnets up for attention to  
whatever had gone wrong during  
the day’s driving.”  

Happy Hour was always at 6:30 p.m. 
and provided participants an  
opportunity to relax and revel over 
what they had experienced.

THE BEGINNING
“The first 400 kilometers, heading 
south from Vina del Mar on the  
highway, were fine. But then things 
deteriorated,” Letten said. “In total,  
we encountered 2,000 kilometers  
of gravel roads. These shook the  
vehicles and people unmercifully  

and many of the car issues that emerged 
later can be traced back to this period.”

“Boarding ferries became commonplace  
and these ranged from the seemingly 
precarious rafts, with a capacity for two 
MGs each, that took us across a small 
section of Lake Titicaca, from Bolivia  
to Peru, to the comparative leviathan 
that took us overnight across the  
Caribbean from Colombia to Panama.”

“Wrecked cars were a feature of Peru  
as we dropped 3,000 meters in 30  
kilometers from the highlands to the 
Atacama Desert. A few drives involved 
steep descents and, as scenic as they 
were, the pervading concern was  
whether the brakes were going  
to behave.”

Mudslides also provided a challenge,  
at one point separating the MG  
caravan as stranded drivers coped with 
not just one, but three different slides – 
all within one day.

“With much wailing of sirens, the 
emergency authorities did a great job 

to bring in a grader on a truck and then 
a front-end loader within a couple of 
hours to push the mud to one side of the 
road. Eventually the stranded group got 
through and arrived at our destination,” 
Letten recounted.

In terms of traffic, the group agreed  
that La Paz, Lima, Bogota, Panama 
and Guatemala City stood out as the 
most chaotic.

THE BUREAUCRACY
“For me, an Englishman who  
unaccountably lacks the queuing gene, 
the worst parts of the whole trip were 
the border crossings,” Letten said.  
“The whole process was poorly  
planned, lacking in effective controls 
and unnecessarily bureaucratic.”

“The worst was a seven-hour nightmare 
after we had unloaded the cars from the 
ferry in the aptly named Colon  
in Panama. We were sent from pillar  
to post and back again, asked for  
photocopies of newly completed  
documents and treated with disdain. 
Conversely the best was the treatment 

Barges in Peru Lake Titicaca
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we received from the U.S. border  
control people on the Mexican border 
at Douglas. They couldn’t have been 
more friendly or welcoming.”

Perhaps not surprisingly, every car  
on the trip encountered its share of 
problems. “Virtually every day saw a 
cluster of bush mechanics surrounding 
a raised bonnet in deep conversation  
or speculation.”

“The willingness to advise, assist and 
share spare parts was unstinting, so 
much so that sometimes it was difficult 
for the owner of the recalcitrant car to 
get close enough to the action to help.”
 
Apart from minor electrical problems 
caused by the relentless vibration  
of the rough roads, an assortment  

of more complex 
repairs were 

required  
of the cars, 

including  
the  

replacement of a head gasket,  
distributor, alternator, silencer, fractured 
engine mount and overdrive solenoid 
and inhibitor switch.
 
Fortunately the group carried many 
spares and we were able to beg, borrow 
or steal to keep the cars rolling.
 
CLOSE to DISASTER
“Casper, the 1967 MGB owned by 
George and Cherie Pethard, came  
closest to disaster as a result of its  
Ford Sierra-based independent rear  
suspension conversion. For arcane 
technical reasons, the rear hub bearings 
failed in Cachi, Argentina and again  
on route to Bogota, Colombia. Trying  
to organize a flatbed tow truck in 
Spanish was challenging, but my wife 
managed to pull it off.” 

“Of course, parts had to be procured  
for Casper and repairs done by the local 
garage, and it was only through a dint of 
heroic long-distance driving that George 
and Cherie were able to catch up with us 

several days later, on both occasions.”

“As well as corrugated roads, the high 
altitude of Bolivia and Eastern Peru 
sapped the power of the poor little 
engines and caused much rough running 
and fiddling with mixture adjustment 
screws. The only fuel available was 85 
or 87 octane, but apparently this is  
adequate because the thinner air reduces 
the propensity to knock. From memory 
the highest altitude we reached was 
4,300 meters.”

“Descending down to sea level in the 
Atacama Desert of Western Peru  
exposed us to a whole new environment 
– hot, dry, barren and windy. But at  
least the cars’ performance  
improved dramatically.”

“It was also a pleasure to meet up with 
fellow MG and clas-
sic car enthusiasts 
throughout the trip. 
Three pre-war 
MGs from the  
 
 
 

Epic scenery on the way to Argentina.



“As far as Shez was concerned, the U.S. 
was meant to be a two-week transit 
journey to Canada. However, travelling 
through Arizona via the amazing Grand 
Canyon and into Utah, and stumbling 
across Monument Valley in the  
Navajo Indian Reservation, changed  
that perception.” 

“Finally, we arrived in Canada where 
we were met at the border by Peter 
Tilbury and Tony Cox from NAMGAR 
Northwest.”

“Although the Pan America Highway 
trip formally ended in Vancouver, some 
of the group decided to continue the 
journey along the Alaska Highway, 
through the Yukon and eventually  
arriving in Skagway, Alaska.”

“When it comes to claiming bragging 
rights for having driven from the bottom 
to top of the American continent, we 
are on very thin ice because we only 
managed a handful of kilometers into 
Alaska itself.”

ROADTRIP

WORDS: ROSS LETTEN
PHOTOS: ROSS LETTEN & FRIENDS
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Here is a list of those  
who participated in the  

Pan American Highway excursion:

   •  David and Laurel Godwin
      •  1961 MGA
   •  George and Cherie Pethard
      •  1967 MGB
   •  Ken and Sue Slater
      •  1967 MGB GT
   •  Mike and Kay Herlihy
      •  1968 MGB GT 
   •  John and Ros Bastian
      •  1970 MGB
   •  Peter and Wendy Carthy
      •  1970 MGB
   •  Ian and Lorraine McCleave & 
      Simon and Maddy Boadles
      •  1969 MGB GT 
   •  Ross and Shez Letten
      •  1978 MGB

MG Car Club of Argentina drove  
1,200 kilometers from Buenos Aires 
to meet us and travel with us to climb 
the foothills of Cerro Aconcagua, the 
highest mountain in the southern  
hemisphere, to the Cristo Redeemer 
statue at 3,850 meters.”

“Our itinerary was structured in order 
to spend a couple of nights at the key 
attractions and we frequently enjoyed 
guided tours which helped us to  
understand the area and its history.  
This provided a welcome relief  
from the driving.” 

“Torres Del Paine, Perito Moreno  
and Lago Grey Glacier in Chile,  
and the Nazca Lines, Machu Picchu 
and the Uros people living on the  
Reed Islands on Lake Titicaca in  
Peru were the highlights of our time  
in South America.”

“Costa Rica was our favorite place  
in Central America – very gracious 
people, good food and accommodation,  
environmentally friendly. What was  
not to like?”
 

MGs and Owners at Ushuaia Beagle Channel
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A memorable bicycling adventure
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hile living in Billings, MT 
in 1981, it came time again 
for another bicycling  

adventure with my good friend in  
Chicago, which required me traveling 
950 miles to Minnesota.

With my MGB’s top down, the drive 
was perfect.  I had a bike rack on the 
back bumper firmly secured to the boot 
lid allowing the wheels to spin freely  
in the wind-stream.

The trip across eastern Montana was  
restorative, with no stops at the Little 
Big Horn or any other tourist  
attraction.  The backroads excursion 
took me through quaint little towns  
like Sentinel Butte and New Salem, 
while the drive through North Dakota 
seemed to last forever.   

The bicycling in Minnesota was great.  
But on our last day of riding, we 
stretched our office-soft selves with  
a hilly 60-mile route.  As our energy 
declined, we concocted a plan to save  
a few miles by retrieving the MG at  
the campsite where we left it in the 
morning. The idea was to use it to  
retrieve my friend’s car where we  
were to have ended our ride.

At the campsite, I quickly discovered 
the keys for the MGB were in the other 
car. No problem. I can hot wire the MG, 
simple enough!  Full of confidence,  
I tore apart the steering column to get  
to the ignition switch.  There, I made 
some promising sparks, but in the end  
I failed miserably.

Finally, I had to admit to my exhausted 
buddy that I couldn’t do it.  So, in the 
failing daylight, we rode the bicycles 
another 12 miles. Our friendship  
was on vapors, but after a few beers  
and blackberry brandy shots we  
congratulated ourselves.  

After a wonderful night’s sleep under  
the stars in my tent, I was up early  
to reassemble the ignition switch and 
make the car ready for the long trip  
back to Montana. Incredibly, the job 
went without a hitch.  

My bike was snug on the back of the 
MGB.  As I approached the Montana 
border, however, symptoms of fuel  
starvation developed. As the car  
sputtered to a crawl, I pulled off the  

road onto a comfortable-looking grassy 
knoll. I speculated that the fuel pump 
was the culprit. Taking the advice of a 
friend and former British subject, I gave 
the pump “a good thumping” and it 
came back to live.

My drive continued flawlessly until  
I arrived home and made a startling 
discovery.  Pulling into my garage, 
I noticed the front wheel of the bike 
didn’t look right. Looking more closely, 

W



the tire was practically dripping off the 
discolored and heat-warped wheel.

Apparently, the wheel had stopped  
rotating during the last few hundred 
miles and the car’s exhaust had taken  
its huge toll. 

But all things considered, it was a great 
trip that confirmed an MGB is very 
stout and surprising reliable.  As my dad 
used to say, “It’s only the nut behind the 
wheel that you have to worry about.”

NOW & THEN
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Dwight, 1978

Ken, 1978

Dwight Dawson, Kaye McArthur, Candy Dawson, Ken McArthur in 2015

Here is the first in what we hope  
will be a regular feature about people 

sharing their most memorable  
MG road trips.



Some of the world’s fastest cars were 
gathered together in a display which 
traced the evolution of the supercar, 
while another focused on the fearsome 
Group B rally cars, the so-called F1 cars 
of the forests.
    
“If we were delighted by how the first 
London Classic Car Show was received 
in 2015, we were blown away by the 
response to the 2016 edition. From the 
moment the show opened right until the 
final curtain each day, the halls were 
buzzing with visitors,” Bungish said.

As for American automobiles,  
represented by an assortment of muscle 
cars, they finished third in the Classic 
Six Nations Cup ahead of Germany, 
France and Japan.

MOTORSPORTS

reat Britain has produced 
more of the world’s greatest 
cars than any other nation, 

according to visitors to this year’s  
London Classic Car Show,  
held in February.

One of the show’s main events was  
the “Classic Six Nations Cup” in which 
teams of ten iconic classic cars from 
the six leading car-producing nations 
vied for votes from visitors.

And when all the votes had been  
counted, the UK team, which included 
such varied machines as the original 
Mini, the Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost,  
Le Mans Bentley, McLaren F1  
supercar, Aston Martin DB5, Land 
Rover and Graham Hill’s 1968 title 
winning Lotus 49 Grand Prix car,  

narrowly beat an Italian team of  
Ferraris, Maseratis and Lamborghinis. 

“The Classic Six Nations Cup really 
caught the imagination of visitors,” said 
event director Bas Bungish. “Hopefully, 
the result will settle a few arguments 
when it comes to the best cars in the 
world. No one can touch Great Britain.” 

The second London Classic Car Show 
was twice as large as the inaugural show 
and welcomed a record 33,000 visitors 
over four days.

Special displays included an exhibition 
devoted to the McLaren F1, with no 
fewer than seven examples. The display 
was curated by the car’s creator  
Gordon Murray.

G
British cars win Classic Six Nations Cup
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Winning the hearts  
of enthusiasts  

through illustration

utomobile illustrators are a unique and gifted 
breed – possessing the ability to visually  
communicate information of a technical  

nature in a persuasive artistic manner while capturing  
the enthusiasm and spirit of motoring. They possess  
the uncanny ability to portray the most minute details  
of cars at rest, as well as in motion, while at the same 
time mesmerizing the viewer.

Following up on Ken Smith’s column in the April issue 
of North American Classic MG magazine, we decided  
to publish some of the best illustrators of MG cars,  
including people like Richard Wheatland, Kevin Walsh 
and Peter Miller.

Each of them has been able to convey a highly  
personalized view of MGs – a true celebration of and 
dedication for the marque. They also epitomize the art  
of illustration. Long before photography was standard 
fare for advertising, automobile manufacturers relied 
upon illustrators to portray cars in spectacular detail.

MG benefited from the work of a number of illustrators, 
each of whom possessed a different style and different 
view of MGs, but all of whom helped to win the hearts  
of MG enthusiasts around the world.

We hope you enjoy this collection of MG illustrations 
and the people who created them.

A

WORDS: LARRY SANATA 
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Kevin Walsh

Restored 
Respected 
Maintained
Indulged
Bought & Sold 
Enjoyed

203.377.6745 • STRATFORD, CT
SEE MORE ON OUR CRAFT, SERVICES & PROJECTS: 

AUTOMOTIVERESTORATIONS.COM
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Patricia Forest

Dennis Wharf
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Peter Miller

CULTURE
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George Herschell
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Send a check to us at the following address.  
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Subscribe through Paypal, on our Facebook page, or by check.



A young man’s rally experience leads to a lifetime love for MG cars

“I

COLLECTOR

t was my first rally,” George Haldane recalled. 
“I had no watch, the speedometer was out for 
repairs and my navigator had never even heard  

of a rally, much less knew what to do.”

Such were the antics of two guys, who had graduated  
from high school just a few weeks before, in 1961.

“At least we didn’t win last-place honors,” Haldane  
said with a huge grin. The duo finished 15th out of 17  
competitors and the memory has lasted a lifetime and  
fueled Haldane’s passion for MGs, especially the T type.

“The MG was my 1951 TD and I can still remember  
the route, going up and down the winding, hilly roads  
of southern West Virginia, and the people coming out  
to glance at the cars as they passed by.”

The four pages of rally instructions were typewritten,  
with hand-drawn sketches, and were duplicated for  
contenders on a copy machine, which would seem  
prehistoric by today’s standards.

“The field of cars consisted of Jaguars, Corvettes,  
Austin-Healeys, MGs and Triumphs that made up the  
17-car field,” the U.S. Air Force retiree recalled. The  
starting point was Mullins, WV and I don’t remember  
how many miles long the route was or the ending  
location, other than it was a BBQ restaurant.”

Haldane and his navigator, Andy Ennis, also made  
headlines, of sorts, following the rally. A picture  
of them and the car was featured in a local newspaper.

Haldane, who lives in Douglasville, GA, no longer has 
his old rally car. He traded it for a 1953 Jaguar XK, with a 
peculiar pedigree. It was a prototype developed in Australia 
for the 24 Hours of Le Mans. A couple years later, he sold 
it for about $1,000, which he thought was a good price. He 
imagines it’s probably worth about $500,000 in the current 
classic car market.

Today, he’s the very proud owner of an immaculate 1955 
MG TF 1500 that he and friends brought back to life about 
two years ago. “I rescued this car from a barn in Stowe, AL. 
I was looking for a TF and found it on Craigslist.”

Haldane’s TR had had a rough life until Haldane purchased 
it. The previous owner bought it as a project, but got side-
tracked and devoted all of his attention to a Triumph TR6 
leaving the TF to languish. The owner before him moved the 
car from Ft. Walton Beach, FL to Guntersville, AL where he 
had plans to complete a 100 percent restoration of the car.

“He had replaced the floor boards, rebuilt the engine, gear 
box and rear drive when a tornado hit the area in 2010.  
The barn that the car was in was demolished, but the car  
was not damaged.”

After the tornado, the Alabama owner sold the car and  
retreated to Florida. “At least with a hurricane, you get  
some warning,” he told Haldane.
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Fortunately for Haldane, when he ultimately took  
possession of the car it came with a wealth of parts.

“A new leather interior came with it. This was new in the 
box… and this was new in the box… and this was new  
in the box,” Haldane said as he motioned to different parts  
of the car.

There were new carburetors and even the wheels were  
brand new, he said. But the car also required lots of repair 
and TLC.

“A couple buddies and I stripped it down. We did the  
whole thing and brought it back to what you see now.”  
The restoration began on Jan. 6, 2015 and was completed  
on July 1, 2015.

The TF is painted in a two-tone scheme – autumn red  
and silver streak grey, both original MG colors. “I saw  
the color combination on a TD in the book, Classic Cars, 
and liked it.”

The MG TF series was manufactured from September 17, 
1953 through April 4, 1955, during which time 9,597 were 
produced. Of those TFs that were built, only 1,456 were 
1500 models.

Haldane’s car was built March 25, 1955 at the MG  
manufacturing plant at Abington. And like all TFs,  
the chassis was the same as that of the TD, along with  
a number of other parts.

At the beginning of the TF production, from September 
1953 to June 1954, a 1,250cc, engine was used – the same 
one used to power the TD. Only the TF cars with the larger 
1,466cc engine built after June 1954 were exported to North 
America. Those delivered to dealerships in Europe had the 
less powerful TD engine.

“A little known fact is the TF was designed and put into 
production in two weeks after a failed attempt to get MG 
management’s approval to abandon the T series in favor  
of what today is known as the MGA,” Haldane said.

The TF successfully bridged the gap while also providing 
TF enthusiasts with a very special car -- possessing both the 
classic design of pre-war and post-war MGs, with the added 
power of the next generation of MGs.

Decades after his first rally experience, George Haldane’s 
love for MGs still runs rampant.
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WHO: 
Jim Sullivan

WHAT:
MG TC

WHEN:
1949

WHERE:
Kent, WA.

WHY:
Asked what prompted him to become involved with MGs, 
Jim Sullivan shared this story. “I read the book The Red  
Car when I was in middle school, which was the beginning 
of my infatuation with MG. Then, right after high school,  
a friend bought a TC and I drove it, and that did it.”

Sullivan purchased his first MG, a 1948 TC, in 1958 from  
a girl in Seattle for $450.  A few years later, he purchased 
his second, a new MGB, which he drove daily and  
occasionally auto-crossed.
 
Today, he owns two MG TCs. “The green TC (pictured 
here) stands out because I have owned it for more 50 years 
and have driven it from the Seattle area to Colorado, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Wyoming and Canada at least 
once; a couple times to California, and many times on  
short trips to British Columbia and Oregon.”

“The green TC is my driver and my black 1948 TC is  
mostly a show car restored from a barn find,” he explained.

Making a long story short, the body was rescued from  
being tossed in a dumpster by a friend. Then came the  
chore of finding everything else. 

“The project was huge, interesting, frustrating, satisfying 
and an adventure all at the same time,” he said.

Since the restoration was completed, the 1948 TC has won 
best TC at MG2011 in Reno, NV and was voted “People’s 
Choice” in 2014 at the Pacific Northwest Concours  
d’Elegance held on the grounds of the LeMay –  
America’s Car Museum, in Tacoma. WA.

It all began with a little red book
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INSURANCE

Minor driving infractions will hike your car insurance

G owners beware. While serious traffic  
violations, such as driving under the  
influence and reckless driving, cause car  

insurance rates to spike, minor violations hurt  
consumers’ finances as well.

A report issued earlier this year from insuranceQuotes 
reveals some trouble information. For example:
•   Drivers who receive a minor speeding violation 
      of one  to 15 mph over the legal limit pay an  
     average of 21 percent more for car insurance. 
•   Other fairly minor violations that also carry  
     high financial penalties include following  
     too closely, an average 19 percent increase;  
     failure to signal, an average 19 percent increase;  
     and improperly driving in a car pool lane,  
     an average 18 percent increase.
•   The most expensive violations are DUIs,  
     an average 94 percent increase and reckless  
     driving, an average 85 percent increase.  
     The least expensive is not wearing a seat belt,  
     an average 6 percent increase.

Rate increases also differ from state to state, according  
to the report. For instance, Hawaii has a “shockingly 
high” 290.68 percent rate increase for reckless driving 
while in Louisiana, reckless driving leads to an average 
29.28 percent increase.

The report also includes tips from insuranceQuotes  
analysts on how to save money once you’ve been dealt  
a moving violation, such as seeking forgiveness from  
auto insurers for a first-time minor infraction, making a 
deal at traffic court and even shopping around for a new 
car insurance policy to find a less expensive alternative.

“Even though rates typically go up for several years after 
you receive a moving violation, there are ways drivers can 
save money. Taking a defensive driving course to remove 
points from your record is a smart strategy,” says Laura 
Adams, senior analyst at insuranceQuotes. 

“Many of these courses are offered online and can be 
completed in just a few hours,” she said. “You can  
also enroll in a pay-as-you-drive insurance program, 
which gives discounts when you demonstrate safe  
driving behavior.”

M
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June 27 - July 1, 2016
Redmond, OR 
GOF West 2016

The 44th annual Gathering of the Faithful West will be 
held at the Eagle Crest Resort, on the Deschutes River,  
just 18 miles north of Bend, Oregon. 

For more information, visit www.gofwest.org
 

July 29 - 31, 2016
Clarkston, MI
MG Vintage Racers’ Focus Event

The MG will be the featured marque at this spectator 
friendly course.  The course has 12 turns and is only  
1.42 miles in length making track viewing very easy  
for everyone
 

August 6, 2016
Dayton, OH
32nd Annual Dayton British Car Day. 

Considered the midwest’s Best British Car & Motorcycle 
Show and this year featuring and celebrating 50 years of 
Triumph GT6 & Lotus Europa.  

For more information, visit www.britishcardaydayton.com
 

September 24, 2016
Rocks State Park, Hartford County,  
north of Baltimore
37th Annual “MGs on the Rocks” British Car Show

What was once just a gathering of a few local members 
for a picnic is now one of the premier annual events for 
British car owners in the mid-Atlantic region. 

For more information, visit www.mgsofbaltimore.org

 
September 15 – 18, 2016 
Dillard, GA
Southeastern British Car Festival

The Peachtree MG Registry is hosting a long fall  
weekend in the Northeast Georgia Mountains. 
 

September 30 – October 2, 2016
Sonoma, CA
Classic Sports Racing Group Charity Challenge

Upcoming NAMGAR events
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hadow factories, old masters 
and red cars helped to make  
this year’s Kimber Festival  

a high-revving success, as well as  
an eye-opening experience for even  
the most devout MG aficionado.

Held in April at the America On 
Wheels Museum in Allentown, PA,  
and sponsored by the New England 
MG “T” Register, the festival brought 
together a handful of MG academics 
and dozens of MG enthusiasts who 
braved winter-like weather to acquire  
a historic perspective of the marque.

“There have been books and magazines 
written about MGs, but new stories  
and information still surface… This  
annual event just adds to the under-
standing and love of all things MG,” 
said Greg Prehodka, a longtime MG 
owner and historic race car driver.  
“I’m already looking forward to  
next year’s festival.”

 “I really appreciated the level of  
research … and preparation,” said  
Art King, who not only attended the  
weekend event but had his award- 
winning MG TC on display in the  
museum for festival-goers to see.   
Also on display was the impressive 
1950 MG TD of Mike Jones.
 

Festival goers enjoy new perspectives on historic marque

Richard Miller kicked off the festival 
with a fascinating presentation about 
the British Invasion of North America. 
Forget the Beatles, Dave Clark Five  
and Rolling Stones, we’re talking  
British Invasion MG style. 

But years before MG marketers set their 
sights on North America to sell sports 
cars, he explained, MG was among  
a number of companies helping Britain  
to prepare for the possibility of war  
with Germany. 

In the years leading up to World War II 
and during the war, the British motor 
industry went from manufacturing cars 
and commercial vehicles to building 
military vehicles, tanks and aircraft,  
as part of the country’s “shadow  
factory programme.”

At peak production in the mid-1940s, 
there were 26 shadow factories  
operating in Britain, which employed 
tens of thousands of workers, according 
to historical accounts.

MG and other motor companies were 
called upon by the British government 
because they possessed both the  
management skills and talented work 
force to produce armaments in vast  
numbers within a short period of time.

Up until recently, a labyrinth of un-
derground tunnels existed beneath the 
Longbridge plant where Austin cars and 
later MG cars, as well as engines, were 
built for many years. Thousands  
of workers, primarily women, worked 
there as part of the shadow program.

Years after the war, MG faced another 
challenge when Britain’s Labor Party 
mandated the export of cars, if the  
company was to receive resources,  
said Miller.

S

The subsequent “Export or Die”  
legislation, however, ensured that MG 
sports cars poured into North America 
where they were widely accepted. Even 
today, Miller said, the “export or die” 
philosophy continues unofficially.

Although Morgan is the only British 
-owned car manufacturer in the world  
today, Britain is home to a number of 
other car manufacturers, a testament  
to its history as an industrial world leader.

Despite the number of car manufacturers 
around the globe, John Nikas, special 
projects coordinator for Moss Motors, 
worried aloud about the future of the car 
hobby, particularly the MG car hobby.

While the sale of “old masters” --  
the most coveted, elegant and costly  
automobiles -- continues to make  
headlines, the hobby in general  
is challenged.

Only about two percent of young people 
today can drive a manual transmission 
and car ownership has dipped to its  
lowest level ever, he said.

Nikas challenged festival attendees to 
consider new ways to reinvigorate the 
hobby and not allow the history of the 
British motor industry to disappear.

Drive your cars and get people interested 
and involved, he said. The history of MG 
is steeped in adventure and romance, and 
those are things that MG owners need to 
share with others.

Robin Barker shared an exhaustive study 
about MGA print advertising during the 
festival, revealing that some three million 
MGA sales brochures were printed in 
order to sell slightly more than 100,000 
cars.



in 1954, and recounts the story of 16-year-
old Happy “Hap” Adams and the heavily 
damaged 1948 MG TC roadster that he 
and Phillippe “Frenchy” Lascelle brought 
back to life.

Lascelle is a French nobleman and racer 
who had moved to the U.S. under  
mysterious circumstances and opened  
a garage in Hap Adam’s hometown. The 
book recounts the challenges and circum-
stances that Hap and Frenchy encountered 
in resurrecting the old race car and  
prepared it for a new race.

The Kimber Festival has been held almost 
every year since 1990 and honors Cecil 
Kimber, the founder of and driving force 
behind the MG. According to historians, 
Kimber “wasn’t an engineer, he wasn’t  
a salesman, he wasn’t an accountant…  
(but he) was one of the British motor 
industry’s most talented executives.”
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“That’s a lot of paper,” said the MGA 
enthusiast, who admitted being  
surprised that MG had not launched  
a more daring print campaign to market 
the model, built from 1955 to 1962, and 
especially the MGA Twin Cam.

Although the overhead-cam twin cam 
model, with its four-wheel disc brakes, 
was a breakthrough for the company, 
its promotional materials left much to 
be desired, Barker said. The MGA Twin 
Cam was produced from April 1958 to 
May 1960 – 1,788 roadsters and 323 
coupes. 

While academic topics highlighted the 
Kimber Festival, time was allotted to a 
show-and-tell of sorts, when attendees 
had the opportunity to share comments 
about a favorite book related to MG or 
British motoring.

It was surprising the number of people 
who credited The Red Car with their 
interest in sports car motoring. It was 
written by Don Stanford, published  

WORDS: LARRY SANATA 
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CLUBS

INTERNATIONAL

American MGB Association 
5433 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago, IL 60640-1153 
www.mgclub.org 
 
MG Car Club of Toronto 
P.O. Box 97505,344 Old Kingston Road, 
Toronto, Ontario, M1C 4Z1 Canada,  
mgtoronto.com/ 

NATIONAL: 
 
American MGC Register  
Richard Stephenson, amgcra@gmail.com;  
Mark Hanna, markhanna09@gmail.com  

MG Vintage Racers,  
Chris Meyers 
mgvr.org

North American MMM Registry 
Tom Metcalf. Woodlands Cottage  
1475 Township Rd 853, Ashland, OH 44805

The SVW Register of NA 
Robert O’Meara 1 Bates Rd. Dudley MA 01571.  
508-943-1447. 
romeara@massed.net

 
REGIONAL/LOCAL
 
NORTHEAST:
 
British Motor Cars of New England,  
P.O. Box 368 Wyoming, Rhode Island 02898 
401-539-2879
 
British Motor Club of S. New Jersey,  
Bill Carroll 
14 Lenore Ct., Hammonton, NJ 09037 
wcarroll@septa.org
 
Buffalo Octagon Association  
buffalomg.com
 
Keystone Region MG Club, Inc.,  
PO Box 293, Delaware Water Gap, PA, 19327 
kimdeb@ptd.net, 570-424-6259 
keystonemg.com 
  
Delaware Valley Classic MG Chapter,  
Tom Rippert, 610-287-9325, dvcmg.com 
 
MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre, P.O. Box 
435, Convent Station, NJ 07961 MGCCNJ.org 
 
MG Car Club Western New York Center,  
PO Box 92556, Rochester, New York 14692  
mgcarclub.com   
 

MG Car Club Long Island Centre 
Alan Patraka, 718-423-0754 
1365 212 St. Bayside, NY 11360  
mgcars.org.uk/mgcclic 
 
NY/Conn Chapter of NEMGTR,  
Fort DiRenno, 914-960-8688 
director@nyconn.org 

Philadelphia MG Club,  
104 Valley View Rd., E. Norriton, PA 19401,  
Steve Harding, 610-275-7960,  
mgbgt1@me.com 

Positive Earth Driver’s Club, New Jersey,  
President: Mark Berkowsky,  
Secretary: Jay G. Helt, PEDC.org 

SOUTHEAST: 

Big Bend MGs, Tallahassee, Fla.  
bigbendmgs.com 
 
British Car Club Midlands Centre 
Columbia, S.C. 
Ron Jarosz, 17 Edens Ln., Lugoff, S.C. 29078,  
RonJtheMGGuy@aol.com 

British Car Club of Charleston,  
Jack or Diane Lambert, 843-849-9707 
Mt. Pleasant, S.C.  
dlambert@bennetthofford.com 
 
British Car Club of Southwest Virginia 
David Honness, 540-353-1200 
3044 Merino Drive Roanoke Va 24018 
honness@cox.net 
 
British Car Club of Western North Carolina 
Carole Carter  
P.O. Box 994, Arden, NC 28704-0994 
bccwnc@bccwnc.org   
www.bccwnc.org 

Chesapeake Chapter of the New England 
MG-T Register,  
Shaun P. English, 703-229-3317 
9318 Brambly Lane, Alexandria, VA 22039  
chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com 

Classic MG Club,  
classicmgclub.com 

MG Car Club Florida,  
PO Box 410471, Melbourne, FL 32941,  
mgcarclubflorida.org 

Clustered Spires British Car Club,  
Frederick, MD, csbcc2008@live.com 
Don Dean, 301-663-8591 
 
 
 

East Tennessee MG Drivers Club 
John Whitt, 865-475-9944 
whittbiz@gmail.com, etmgdc.org 

Metrolina MG Club,  
Charlotte, NC., metrolinamgcarclub.com 

MG Car Club/ Washington, DC Centre,  
PO Box 6321, Arlington, VA, 22206.  
MGcarclubdc.com 

Southeastern MG T Register,  
(FL, GA, TN, AL, SC, NC) 
Atlanta, GA 
www.semgtr.org, webmaster@semgtr.org 
 
MIDWEST:  

Chicagoland MG Club,  
PO Box 455, Addison, IL 60101,  
chicagolandmgclub.com 

Kansas City MG Club, Kansas City, MO.  
Bill Davidson, 913-677-0884 
bill74mgb@sbcglobal.net, kcmgcc.com 
 
Illinois Flat Land British Car Club,  
Denny Elimon, 217-649-6925  
103 Wood Creek Ct., Mahomet, IL 61852,  
delimon@mchsi.com, britishcarowner.com,  

Midwest MGA Club,  
John Boles, jkboles@gvi.net 
9601 W.104th Street, Overland Park, KS 66212  
IFLBCC.com
 
Milwaukee and Greatlakes MG Motorcar 
Group (MG3)  
(Milwaukee and southeast Wisconsin),  
president@mg3club.org, webmaster@mg3club.org 

Minnesota MG Group,  
Bob Anderson, minn.mg.group@gmail.com 
mn-mggroup.org 
 
Prairie Octagon MG Club,  
Rick Ingram, 217-469-2007 
PO Box 746, St. Joseph, Illinois 61873.  
mowog1@aol.com 
 
SOUTHWEST: 

Alamo MG Association  
Bryan Prindle, 210-497-7857 
803 Lightstone, San Antonio, TX 78258,  
bryanprindle@sbcglobal.net, www.alamo.org 

Arizona MG Club  
15317 E. Via Del Palo Rd., Chandler, AZ 85249,  
ktimian@poweronedata.com 
 



Bakersfield British Car Club,  
Bakersfield, California. 
bakersfieldbritish.blogspot.com/ 
 
British Motoring Club of N. Colorado 
http://clubs.hemmings.com/clubsites/bmcnc 

British Motorcar Club of S. New Mexico,  
Membership Secretary, Ed Townley,  
PO Box 2703 Las Cruces, NM 88004 
575-526-7807, healeymnster@gmail.com 

British Motor Club of Utah 
britishmotorclub.org 
 
Capital City MG Club (Texas)  
Ron Shimek, rjshimek@austin.rr.com 
ccmgc.org 
 
Houston MG Car Club since 1971 
Dwight Dawson, d3dawson@gmail.com 
http://houstonmgcc.com 
 
MGCC Rocky Mtn Centre 
Richard Fritz, 303-774-9710 
RBFritz@comcast.net, mgcc.org 
 
MG Owners Club NorCal | S.F. Bay Area 
Mike Jacobsen, MikesMuseum@yahoo.com 
Steve Kellogg, webmaster@mgocsf.org 
mgocsf.org 

Paradise British Car Club 
Jim Bull, 805-937-4208 
Santa Barbara/San Luis Obispo Cos., CA  
emgeeguy@aol.com
Reno British Car Club 
Gene deRuelle, 775-825-6445 
4410 Camino Lindo Way Reno, NV 89502 
deruelle@att.net 
 
Rocky Mountain MG T Register 
Bud Silvers 16151 Timber Meadow Dr., 
Colorado Springs, CO 80908 
719-598-6713 
lownslo@rmmgtr.com, rmmgtr.com 

Southern California MG Club 
Steve Gartner, , SoCalMGClub.org 

Sacramento Valley MG Car Club 
(Sacramento & area NAMGAR) 
svmgcc.org | president@svmgcc.org 

San Diego MG Car Club 
P.O. Box 710111, San Diego, CA 92171. 
sandiegomgclub.org 

 
 

Sorry Safari Touring Society, Ltd.  
(MG club open to all models and years) 
San Francisco Bay Area, sstsmg.com
 
The Texas MG Register  
Heather A. Marsh, 972-291-4543 
swampy2@mac.com, tmgr.org 
 
Victor Valley British Car Club, Inc. 
(Southern California High Desert) 
Bill Rosenbaum, 760-247-9856 
PO Box 2155, Apple Valley, CA 92307 
 
NORTHWEST: 

Northwest MG T Register Puget Sound WA 
Dave DuBois, 360-479-0462 
1913 South Marine Dr., Bremerton, WA 98312 
nwmgtr@sinclair.net, nwmgtr.org.

American MGC Register Association 
The authentic registrar for the MGC sports car and its owners since 1980. 

Please join our rally for the preservation, maintenance, restoration and 
enjoyment of your MGC. 

 Members enjoy four quarterly issues of ‘C’ Notes,  our full-color brilliant magazine; an invitation 
to our ‘C’ Event of Brutal Aggressives national meeting; plus a knowledge base of  support from 

the greatest group of MGC members. 

Applications and more information at www.mgcars.org.uk/amgcr or contact the 
MGC Register at AMGCRA@gmail.com. 
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Classic MG Magazine  
is happy to list your local  
or national club on this page  
in exchange for publicity  
in your newsletter.  
 

Please send club contact information 
to us at the address below 
 
 P.O. Box 1581 Dublin, OH. 43017  
or msanata@icloud.com.



1980 MGB LE. Black on Black.  
Restored. 71,xxx miles. $10,500 OBO  
public@tomhole.com. 513-716-5082.

1980 MGB LE. Excellent condition.  
Restored. 45K miles. $10,995 OBO, CO. 
charleyrob@gmail.com. 203-733-4421.

1937 MG TA. Very good condition.  
XPAG engine. Many recent updates. 
$32,000. alis4@yahoo.com. Marty.

MGB Body. Metal dash. For rebody. 
Minor rust repair. Price around $1,000 
Michael, msanata@icloud.com.

Moss’s MG Memoirs 
This book was published about 2008.  
Ted Hack, ted@mgdgroup.org

MG Parts. B, Spridget, Alfa & Triumph 
parts. Downsizing. Solid project cars too. 
Mike. Miketr4@gmail.com.

MGT Parts. MGT split exhaust manifold. 
Dual-Point Mallory distributor with Judson 
high voltage coil. Call Bob 440.248.0861.

Earning the American Dream  
This book documents what was right and 
wrong with BMC. $47 ($52 overseas) 
includes shipping. Gordon Whitby, 379 
Spinks Canyon Rd, Duarte, CA 91008.

CLASSIFIEDS

If you would like to place an ad, 
please mail details to  
NA Classic MG Magazine,  
P.O. Box 1581 Dublin, OH. 
43017  
 
or e-mail 
msanata@icloud.com.  
 
Subscribers can list free ads  
up to three lines, with no photos,  
for three issues (six months).  
 
 
For $30 we will include  
images or a longer description 
for three issues (six months).

MG
TC-TD-TF-MGA-MGB-C-Midget

SHOCK ABSORBERS:         
MGTC     

 MGTD & TF       
 MGA, MGB, MGC, Midget   
 HEAVY DUTY UPGRADE   
 SHOCK LINK (New or Rebuilt)            

BRAKES: sleeved and rebuilt                                    
MGB, Midget caliper   

 MGA. MGC caliper  
 MGA, Midget twin master 1956-67  
 MGB, Midget master 1968-80      
 MGB brake booster servo   
 MGC booster servo.    
 Cylinders sleeved only   
 Kingpin swivel axle rebushed 
 Front end A-arm (Midget)   
CARBURETORS:    

COMPLETE REBUILDING
  Disassembly, cleaning, bodies rebushed, new
   std. size throttle shafts, jets, needles, fl oat   
 valves, gaskets. FLOW BENCH TEST
CARB BODIES REBUSHED                                   
 and new throttle shafts. 

———————————————
Exchange or Yours Rebuilt. Core charges apply if 
items are ordered prior to (and are refunded after) 

our receiving old units. Free catalog.
www.applehydraulics.com
  ———————————————

APPLE HYDRAULICS
1610 Middle Road, Calverton, NY 11933

631-369-9515, FAX: 631-369-9516
Toll Free 800-882-7753

VISA, MC, DISCOVER, AMEX, PAYPAL

pdf is available for download at 
applehydraulics.com/more.htm
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"KEEP' EM ON 
    THE ROAD"

®

VictoriaBritish.com

Parts & Accessories For
MG, TRIUMPH, SUNBEAM, 

& AUSTIN HEALEY
Call or Go Online Today!
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