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a Facebook page, but please give ours a chance.

One of our goals in 2017, as it was last year, 
is to interest more people in the MG marque, 
especially younger people. 

By driving our MGs, attending events with  
other MG owners and, perhaps more  
importantly, taking time to talk to people about 
the marque, we can stir more interest.

I’m still amazed at the number of MGs  
available for sale and how affordable so many 
of them are. On the other hand, I’m delighted 
to see the price of some models increasing.

What an incredible opportunity for people 
to own a truly classic automobile, with roots 
dating back to the ‘20s and ‘30s, and a legacy 
of technological advances, as well as speed  
and endurance records.

MG owners have a lot with which to be proud.
I appreciate your support for North American 
Classic MG magazine and hope you will tell 
others about us.

NOTES FROM THE PUBLISHER

LARRY SANATA
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want to wish you and your families  
a glorious holiday season. If I had my 
way, I would have sent each of you a 

Christmas card and gift certificate of sizeable 
proportion. But my wife, who manages our 
magazine’s business affairs, suggested we  
wait a while longer before doing anything  
of the sort.

Instead, we present you with our December 
issue, which includes a number of inspiring 
stories about people and events. During the 
past couple months, I’ve had an opportunity  
to meet an incredibly diverse group of  
MG enthusiasts.

It’s people like rock and roller Tim Corwin; 
race car drivers Ron Bartell, Jerry Lamb and 
Brian Linn; historian Gordon Whitby and  
enthusiasts Richard Bombard and Dave  
Edwards who make the car hobby and  
MG collecting so great.  

Another inspirational figure is our own Ken 
Smith, who is being considered for induction 
into the British Sports Car Hall of Fame. Learn 
more about his induction in his column.

We’ve broken new ground during the past 
year by introducing more stories and photos,  
as well as introducing the CMG Facebook 
page. I know some of you are reluctant to visit 
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LETTERS to the EDITOR

can’t thank you enough for the North American 
Classic MG article about my 1950 MG TD and my 
long relationship with the car. The article was very 

well done and covered all of the relevant facts about my 
ownership. It has been a rewarding adventure being an 
MG owner for the last 55 years.

I want to also extend thanks to Greg Prehodka for  
forwarding his copy of the magazine to me. It is people 
like you and Greg who keep the MG and British car  
hobby alive and interesting.

Thank you very much,
Mike Jones

I
Larry,

Reactions & Comments

hanks for the great article about my car and 
knives. I just read it and am very proud.

Thanks
Tommy McNabb
www.carolinaknives.com

T
Larry,
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y son and I enjoy your publication as much 
as we do our 1977 MGB roadster.

Bob Van Ness

M
Larry,



The correct mixture is just as important. A lean mixture 
can cause the engine to run hotter. A rich mixture burns  
a little cooler in the engine but can cause the exhaust to 
run hotter as unburned gasses ignite in the exhaust header 
or manifold. 

We can set our mixtures accurately at idle, but at light 
throttle or hard acceleration it becomes a guess. With  
SUs or Strombergs, we can compensate after test  
driving. But there is no running mixture adjustment  
in Weber carburetors.

If your car accelerates smoothly under a light pedal  
with no surging, you are pretty close. Surging suggests 
the carbs are a little lean so richen the mixture a little. 
Popping back through the carbs also suggests they are  
too lean so richen them up a little more. Meanwhile,  
black smoke at the exhaust suggests too rich a mixture,  
so lean them.

Mechanical problems also need to be considered when 
addressing cooling issues. Those include blown head  
gaskets, cracked cylinder heads and bad radiators, as  
well as eroded water pump impeller, of which I have  
seen many.

Let’s look at radiators for a minute. Some reproduction 
radiators run hotter than originals. Make sure you have a 
high fin count, and the more tubes the better. Getting your 
original radiator rebuilt with a new high efficiency core is 
better than a new reproduction radiator. A good radiator 
needs no fan cooling it at speed, especially above 30 mph. 

Electric fans are only useful at idle or slow speeds. They 
will not help cool a hot engine at highway speeds. Not  
all, but most stock fans should be fine for normal use.  
A flexible plastic fan is better than the steel ones because 
they flatten at higher engine speeds. The less air a fan 
moves, the less power it robs from the engine.

If your car runs hot at idle and cools off as soon as you 
get some speed, your fan is not effective. If your car runs  
hotter the faster you go, your radiator may be bad, your 
fan belt could be slipping or your pump is losing its 
impeller.

One could write books on this subject, and many have.  
I just hope this helps.

TECH TIPS
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Keeping things cool

his year’s blistering weather has finally come  
to a close. But how will you prepare for next 
year and temperatures in the 80s, 90s and more?

If your car was running hot during the past few months, 
there’s a good possibility the thermostat was not to blame 
-- unless it was stuck shut. When your engine reaches the 
temperature stamped on the bottom of the thermostat, 
assuming it is working accurately, the thermostat opens 
and your engine’s water pump begins circulating.

For example, if your thermostat is rated at 160, it opens  
at that temperature. If your temperature gauge keeps 
climbing, however, you can rule out the thermostat.

The other thing the thermostat does is control how fast 
water circulates through the cooling system. The coolant 
has to spend a certain amount of time in contact with the 
engine’s internal passages to absorb heat. Then it needs  
to spend a certain amount of time in the radiator to  
transfer this heat to the air. An open thermostat, regardless 
of its temperature rating, will provide the correct amount 
of restriction. 

Your cooling system also needs pressure to work best. 
Your radiator cap provides the proper pressure to your 
system. Internal pressure generated by the pump can be 
much higher in the engine. This internal pressure keeps 
the water from creating little eddies in corners inside the 
passages. The fewer eddies, the more contact the coolant 
has with the block and the more heat it absorbs.

Assuming your thermostat and radiator cap are working 
correctly, there are other causes for overheating. Some  
are tune-related and some are mechanical-related.

Make sure your car’s timing is correct. It is possible that 
both advanced and retarded timing can cause the engine 
to run hot. Too much advance and the mixture ignites too 
soon causing additional heat as the piston tries to com-
press the expanding explosion. 

Too retarded and the explosion occurs too late since the 
piston has already started down the cylinder. Both can 
cause the engine to run hot. I like to set timing between 
32 and 35 degrees BTDC at 3,000 rpm.

T



Imagine a world frozen in the ‘50s

lose your eyes and imagine a world without 
Advance Auto, AutoZone, NAPA or O’Reilly’s. 
Now imagine a world where cars built in the 

‘30s, ‘40s and ‘50s from Cadillac, Chevrolet, Chrysler, 
Dodge and Ford dominate the landscape.

Could such a place really exist? Yes, and it’s Cuba. 
Thanks to Tom Cotter, Bill Warner and their book, Cuba’s 
Car Culture, we have an opportunity to learn more about 
the island and its automobiles.

“Both Cuba and Route 66 are stuck in the ‘50s, and both 
offer visitors an opportunity to step back a half century  
in time. I encourage you to visit both, because both are  
a disappearing breed,” Cotter wrote in the introduction  
of the book.

“But visit Cuba first,” he emphasized, “because when 
they start building McDonald’s restaurants and Home 
Depots, it’ll be too late.”

For decades, Cuba had enjoyed a healthy tourism trade, 
and by the 1950s it had the highest per-capita automotive 
purchasing of any Latin America country.

But when communist rebels took control in 1959, the 
flow of new cars from the United States ended. Since 
then, Cuba’s car enthusiasts were forced to develop a 
unique and innovative culture.

“It was like the world’s cruelest joke,” Cotter wrote.  
“Cubans were driving thousands of American cars just  
90 miles from Key West, FL, yet they could source no 
American parts to keep them in good running order.”

Instead, Cuban car junkies sourced parts from  
Czechoslovakian and Russian vehicles, including  
trucks and tractors, and fabricated them for use in  
their old, old American cars.

“Over time, the car owners of Cuba have become,  
by necessity, possibly the most competent mechanics  
on the planet,” Cotter said.

While American cars can be seen everywhere, there also 
is a presence of cars from other countries, including  
Britain. About halfway through the 192-page hard-cover 
book is a photo of Mark Monson and his red MGA.

Monson is a Canadian from Toronto who has lived  
in Havana for 40 years. Along with the MGA, he owns  
a 1956 Chevrolet.

Cuba’s Car Culture is a fun read, but an even more fun 
look – thanks to Bill Warner and his many, many pages 
of high-resolution, color photos, which help so much in 
telling the story of Cuba and its cars.

Thanks to Cotter and Warner, I’ve decided to postpone 
my trip to Cuba in search of an elusive MG.

About the book:
Cuba’s Car Culture

Tom Cotter and Bill Warner
Motorbooks

$35
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touting a new part or upgrade that is now available for our 
classic MG sports cars.

Did I really need to upgrade my MGB with a rebuild 
motor, free-flow exhaust manifold, overdrive transmission 
or new leather seat covers?  Did I really need to totally 
restore my Austin-Healey? Did I really need to decorate 
my man-cave garage with black and white tile floor, book 
shelves for my back issues of Classic MG Magazine, car 
posters, signage and recessed lighting?

Clearly the answer is Yes! Everyone I know, well maybe 
just the men I know, would agree. With the family gift-
giving season upon us, it is incumbent on our families  
to not be burdened by what we need. Rather they need  
to focus on what we want to enhance our classic British  
car experience.

esterday was a day of classic car errands for  
my wife and I, which was highlighted by 
returning a generator borrowed by another car 

club member so we could participate on a weekend trip  
to the mountains.

The errand required us to travel to a town where the 
best model train store in North Carolina is located. With 
Christmas approaching and my G-Scale LGB train set 
traditionally laid out around our Christmas tree, I usually 
stop by the Little Choo Choo Shop to check out their  
sales and inventory.

Beth accompanied me into the store and we wandered 
around the rows and rows of model train stuff for all 
gauges of model trains. The numerous engines, rolling 
stock, track and switches overwhelmed me.

And when I asked if they had anything on sale for large-
scale trains, the clerk pointed to a NOS and outdated 
Christmas boxcar.  He went back into the stockroom  
and returned with a 2000 “Happy Holidays” boxcar.

When I asked what he wanted for this classic, he said just 
$25.  I turned to Beth and she asked “Do you really need 
it?” I was stunned and turned back to the clerk and the 
other guys standing alongside us at the counter where  
I saw totally amazed expressions. 

There is nothing in a model train shop that anyone 
“really” needs and the other guys were obviously happy 
they hadn’t brought their wives with them. Needless to 
say, Beth realized she was outnumbered and she relented 
and allowed me to purchase the needed addition to my 
model train set.

Now this brings to mind the excitement our subscribers 
and I get every time the mailman delivers a new catalog 
from one of our advertisers or we get an email message 

Y
What We Need

DICK LUNNEY
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ith the plethora of automobile advertising  
on television, it seems difficult to imagine 
cars being sold through newspaper  

advertising and word of mouth.

But that was then and this is now. My local newspaper has 
pages and pages of ads for cars, both pre-owned and new. 
In addition, we are bombarded by offers of zero-down and 
low-monthly payments.

Forget the problems we hear about these modern cars, 
such as computer glitches that will not allow you to even 
start the vehicle. At least with a British classic, you could 
always rely on getting it to move, one way or another!

I was talking to an old friend of mine the other day and 
he was reminiscing about his time as a major British car 
dealer on the east coast. 

He started in 1963 in Illinois selling MG, Triumph, Jaguar 
and Austin-Healey models. In 1966, his business was 
awarded the Octagon award for outstanding sales  
performance from the Great Lakes Car Distributors.

As we reminisced, I couldn’t help but remember buying 
my new 1979 MGB at a listed price of $6,861.  
Compare that to an MGB which in 1967 cost me, as a 
dealer, approximately $1,950. That included freight and 
handling, and was listed for sale at $2,850, with wire 
wheels. Disc wheels were $100 extra, as was the radio.

How times have changed -- and not always for the better. 
But then again, life was much simpler in the ‘60s.

I’ll close wishing you Happy Holidays and a prosperous 
and peaceful New Year.

W
The Changing Face of Car Sales

RIGHT-HAND DRIVE

KEN SMITH

In case you didn’t know, Ken Smith has been 
nominated to be inducted next year into the British 
Sports Car Hall of Fame. He is one of 23 being 
considered for the inaugural induction class, which 
will be chosen in June. 

The British Sports Car Hall of Fame was  
established in 2016 to preserve and perpetuate  
the legacy and impact of British sports cars,  
and to honor the men and women responsible  
for their success.

Induction is reserved for those who have made a 
significant and lasting impact on the British sports 
car industry and hobby, making it a singular honor 
for a lifetime of achievement. 

Here is how the nominating committee describes 
Ken: Known as the Dalai Lama of the Sacred  
Octagon, he is the Editor Emeritus of The MG 
Driver, and was known for his numerous  
appearances at British car events across the  
country on behalf of Moss Motors.

“I am very honored and humbled,” Ken told North 
American Classic MG magazine.

Others being considered for the special honor 
include Dick Knudson, co-founder of the New 
England T-Register, and John Twist, founder  
of University Motors in Grand Rapids, MI.

For more information about the British Sports Car 
Hall of Fame, visit www.britishsportscarhall.org.
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The MG marque’s DNA dominates this contemporary MGB GT concept
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an Webster was so taken by the 
history of the MG marque, the 
45-year-old British designer  

decided to create his own vision of 
what a new MGB would look like,  
if it were built today.

His MGB GT concept was developed  
at his own expense, with input from 
MG enthusiasts, including former  
MGB designer Don Hayter, and is an  
exciting look into what may have been, 
or perhaps what may be.

“My aim was to create a design that 
would be able to go head-to-head with 
designs such as the MX5, Z4 and new 
Fiat. It would have been relatively 
straight forward to create a retro design, 
but I believe that this approach can 

quickly lead to design stagnation.”

“In my opinion, you also need to create 
a design that looks as if it could trace its 
design DNA back to its original designs, 
but with 30 to 50 years of evolution. 
Look at an Aston Martin DB5 compared 
to a DB9, for example.”

Webster has developed design concepts 
for a number of organizations, including 
Ford and Mitsubishi, as well as the Light 
Car Company, makers of the Rocket car. 
And when not toying with automotive 
concepts, he designs loudspeakers.

Before beginning work on the  
concept, he said it was critical for him  
to understand the beginnings of the MG 
marque and how it developed over  

decades. With the help of Andy Harris  
and other members of the MG Owners  
Club, the designer came to better  
understand the marque. He also had  
an opportunity to talk to MGB designer  
Don Hayter.

“Our contact was relatively brief due to  
Don being quite unwell at the time, but  
he managed to pass on some nuggets  
about the original MGB design.” 

Among those was Syd Enever. MG’s  
chief engineer, telling Hayter to use the  
MG EX-181 land speed car as a reference 
when creating the original MGB in the  
early ‘60s. Ian Webster also decided to  
use EX-181 as the starting point for his  
design some five decades later.
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“I adopted a decent-sized wheelbase  
to provide seating for youngsters in the 
rear, a must for anyone who’s sat on the 
bench seat of an original MGB GT,” 
Webster explained.

“I avoided the current leaning for bulges 
and scallops, and kept the design as 
clean and simple as possible. This just 
feels right and in keeping with the  
elegance of form of MG designs. You 
can clearly see the side highlight in  
the enclosed images referencing the  
tapering wing of the EX-181 and the 
door handles fit flush, as you would 
expect on such a clean form.” 

“Those headlights reference the past, 
with the chrome bezels, and they look 
circular if you view the car head-on.  

The lamps are a definite nod to the  
current Mini because the Mini and  
the original MGB are both cars of  
the same era and both had the same  
sort of distinctive chrome-bezelled  
round headlights.” 

“It became clear early on in my research 
that the chrome grille was an important 
feature for many MG enthusiasts and 
I have to agree. It’s just so much more 
characterful than a plastic molded affair.”

“I decided that the rear of the car should 
be open to a larger degree of migration 
from the cars of yesteryear and right 
from the outset had an idea that a small 
duck-tail aesthetic might provide the  
ideal balance to work with a tapering 
wing side profile.”

 
 
“The rear 
lights are a 
massive departure 
from anything before 
and help to define a new 
design language that can  
be taken into the future.”

“The interior has been kept clean and 
simple, which I believe is appropriate 
for such a car. Good quality materials 
and some quality detailing make the 
driver feel cocooned in the very modern 
British environment.”

You also can’t help but notice the  
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intended as the base model with a V8 
model being for the top of the range 
models. “A good looking lightweight  
body with burbling V8 would be a real 
treat for all us MG enthusiasts.”

The designer said he also was inspired 
by the racing history of the marque, 
which includes being the first non- 
Italian winners of the 1931 Mille  
Miglia, as well as a long list of land 
speed records.

“One of the joys of this project has been 
discovering the rich and varied history 
of this little gem of a motoring marque”

“I consider the MGB to be a design  
that is synonymous with the glory days 
of the British sports cars. Back in 1962, 
this was a design that was leading  
rather than following the competition, 
and you can see why it became  
Britain’s best-selling sports car  
of all time.” 

portholes along the side of the car, 
which was a discovery Webster made 
during his many hours of investigation 
into the MG marque.

“Research also revealed that many  
Spitfire pilots during World War II 
drove MGs,” he said. Some of them 
also strapped their MG rear view 
mirrors to their planes to assist in dog 
fights during the Battle of Britain.

“It only seemed right that the new MG 
should celebrate the best of British 
design past and present, and therefore 
I decided to adopt some traits of those 
great fighter planes into the design.”

Webster said the side vents of the 
concept borrow from the exhaust ports 
of the Merlin engines that powered the 
Spitfire, as well as the air intakes of the 
plane’s gun ports.

As for power, a four-cylinder would be 

Perhaps not surprisingly, Ian Webster 
grew up with an MGB. “I have always 
had a soft spot for MG due to mother 
owning an MGB GT when I was a  
boy. Even back then I was incredibly  
passionate about all things automotive 
and I could probably have drawn the  
car from memory if required.”

Although he doesn’t own an MG now, 
the designer said he may be inclined  
to do so in the future, especially after 
his work on the MGB GT concept.

 “My first choice would be a Frontline 
MG because I think Tim Fenna and  
his team have produced a fantastic  
evolution of the original MGB design. 
If I wasn’t able to afford the budget  
of a Frontline MG then I would go for 
a MGB GT V8 in the UK and a MGB 
convertible for the U.S.”

WORDS: LARRY SANATA
PHOTOS: IAN WEBSTER
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same car. EX-181 also set nearly  
a half-dozen other records between  
the two drivers.

The car was placed in retirement until 
1977 when it was taken out of  
mothballs and restored as part of a  
promotional tour for Jaguar, Triumph 
and Rover dealers in North America.

Unfortunately, the car rolled over  
during a demonstration run, but was  
rebuilt and appeared at the Detroit 
Motor Show in 1979. Today, it keeps 
company with EX-135 and EX-199  
in the British Motor Industry Heritage 
Trust museum near London.

A worthy inspiration: EX-181

ecades after it was breaking 
land speed records in the late 
‘50s on the Bonneville Salt 

Flats, EX-181 continues to have an  
impact. In this case, the streamliner  
was an inspiration for Ian Webster  
and his MGB GT concept.

“The key to this design is the reflection  
of the past whilst looking to the future. 
For me, that key component is the wing 
profile of the body from the record- 
breaking EX-181 and the original  
MGB design,” the British designer said.

The last land speed record car built by 
MG was EX-181, also known as the 
Roaring Raindrop because of its  
extreme aerodynamic shape.

The body was made of aluminum alloy 
sheeting set at a negative angle of  
incidence to the road giving stability  
with minimum drag, according to  
Richard L. Knudson in his book,  
MG Record Breakers from Abingdon.  
He also is co-founder of the New  
England MGT Register.

The car’s front track  
measured 42 inch-
es, while the 
rear track 
measured 
30¾  

inches, which contributed to the  
teardrop shape. The engine also was 
located behind the driver, unlike earlier 
MG streamliners.

The car was developed initially to break 
Class F records and was equipped with  
a highly modified and supercharged 
MGA twin-cam engine. Later, the  
engine was bored to 1,506 cc so  
EX-181 could run in International  
Class E. The engine produced more  
than 290 horsepower at 7,300 rpm,  
with a supercharger.

“The shape was so aerodynamically  
efficient that it only required 29  
horsepower to take it to 100 mph,” 
Knudson said.

Driving ace Phil Hill took the flying 
kilometer record to 254.91 mph in June 
1959 making this the fastest MG 
ever. In 1957, Stirling 
Moss managed 
245.64 in 
the 

D

WORDS: LARRY SANATA
IMAGE: THEO PAGE



“I received the biggest surprise of my 
automotive life. I was looking at the 
most beautiful aerodynamically 
designed streamlined car I had  
ever seen.”

“It had a beautiful metallic grass green 
paint job with the lower eight inches of 
the car in British racing green. A large 
MG within an octagon with the British 
Union Jack and the American Stars and 
Stripes displayed over the front.”

“Even more surprising was the fact that 
this all new MG had a 1½ litre four- 
cylinder dual overhead camshaft engine 
behind the driver.”

He said he also became very emotional, 
for another reason. “It was a feeling 
of pride as a Brit looking at my first 
real-life streamliner… and to be part  
of Britain’s long history of famous  
land speed record streamliners.”
 
 

HISTORY

Others can only imagine what it was like

is name may not be as  
familiar to you as those  
of others involved with 

the MG Car Co., but Gordon Whitby 
played a historic role in helping to 
promote both MGs and Austin-Healeys 
in the ‘50s and ‘60s.

As a much younger man, he was one  
of a cadre of mechanics who were 
specially chosen to maintain the most 
exotic of British sports cars – the 
streamliners that competed at the  
Bonneville Salt Flats.

“I am 88 years old now and I believe 
I’m the only one from that factory team 
still alive,” said the effervescent  
Whitby, who remains busy today  
writing about his exploits then.

While most British car enthusiasts  
can only imagine what it was like to  
experience the likes of MG’s EX-181 
or Austin-Healey’s EX-219, Whitby 
was there working on the cars – from 
the moment they arrived in large  

storage containers until they were 
tucked away after days of  tuning,  
racing and repairs.

The British-born Whitby who was 
living in California was chosen to join 
mechanics from the British Motor 
Corporation in England to work on both 
MGs and Austin-Healeys during the 
land-speed record events.

“I was exalted,” he said about the  
opportunity to work with British  
mechanics on such incredible  
automobiles.

“Strange as it may sound, I discovered 
that I was working with a calm,  
methodically disciplined group of 
technicians who only became frustrated 
when Mother Nature would not  
cooperate for several days or more.”

Whitby recounted the summer of  
1957 at Bonneville when he opened  
the wooden crate holding EX-181. 
 

H
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extending through 1967,” he told North 
American Classic MG magazine.

“Those were the years of my youth.” 
By his reckoning, he participated in 130 
road racing events, as a mechanic.

“Sports car road racing got its start back 
east in the late 1940’s and came to the 
West Coast in the 1950’s. In the early 
days, it was very laid back. But typical 
of California, road racing soon became 
better organized and by the 1960’s it  
had become very professionally run 
with world known drivers like Phil Hill, 
Carroll Shelby, Bruce McLaren and 
Stirling Moss, just to mention a few.”

In the early 1950s, while working for 
Gough Industries, a BMC distributor, 
Whitby became involved with Ken 
Miles and his MGR 1 Special.

Miles was born in England and moved 
to California in 1952. The following 
year he made an appearance at Pebble 
Beach in his tube-framed MG Special, 
MGR 1, which Whitby helped to build 
and maintain.

Miles intended to use an MG TD  
engine in the car, according to historical 
accounts, but the factory provided him 
with an MG TD Mk 2 engine that was 
promptly modified.

In 1956, 1957 and again in 1959, 
Whitby actively participated in MG’s 
land speed record attempts, working 
shoulder to shoulder with a number 
of acclaimed drivers, including David 
Ash, Phil Hill, Ken Miles, Ray  
Jackson-Moore, Stirling Moss  
and Carroll Shelby.

Also on hand were some of MG’s  
most historic personalities, including 
Syd Enever, George Eyston and Alex 
Hounslow. Enever was responsible  
for designing EX-181, the teardrop 
-shaped car that set five international 
speed records.

“It took a lot of guts to drive at over 
250 mph, but because of Syd Enever 
and Abingdon racing teams’ record for 
building safe racing cars, it was  
possible for the best of drivers to risk 
their lives to drive,” Whitby said in his 
book Earning the American Dream.

Of all those with whom he worked 
during the Bonneville days, Whitby 
said he most enjoyed working with 
Enever, who was eager to learn from 
those around him.

“Interestingly, most people are not 
aware of how I was also responsible for 
preparing all of the first-model MG and 
Austin-Healey sports cars for the West 
Coast road races starting in 1952 and 

His special was an almost instant hit  
winning races throughout the West  
Coast. A few years later, Whitby was a 
regular with E. Forbes Robinson’s MGA 
and Jim Parkinson’s MGA Twin-Cam  
and Austin-Healey 100S.

Whitby was asked who he most enjoyed 
working with during his road racing days. 
“My choice has to be Ken Miles because 
he introduced me to racing and literally 
taught me how to be an outstanding  
perfectionist race mechanic.”

And asked what MG he would want  
most, Whitby said Miles’ MGR 1 would 
be his first choice. “My second choice 
would be one of the first five-main- 
bearing crankshaft MGB roadsters.”

Reflecting on his many years as a racing 
mechanic, Whitby said, “I am not aware 
of anyone who had my good fortune –  
not moneywise that is.”

After leaving BMC in the late ‘60s,  
Whitby joined Nissan and served in a 
number of sales manager and director 
positions before becoming the vice presi-
dent of business and finance at  
the University of LaVerne.

Today, “I’m busy writing about the  
first Morris Mini Minor 850 and Syd  
Enever’s contributions to MG prior  
to World War II,” he said.
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Classic MGs continue to compete in contemporary SCCA Runoffs

magine my surprise when  
I discovered not one or two  
MGs, but more than a half- 

dozen competing for national honors  
at the 2016 SCCA Runoffs.

Billed unofficially as the Olympics  
of amateur road racing, this year’s 
event brought together stellar drivers 
and cars from across the U.S. for three 
days of intense racing.

Brian Linn drove away with a national 
champion in the H Production class 
in his 1972 Midget, with Ron Bartell 
finishing third, in a 1962 Midget.  
Altogether, five MG Midgets competed 
in the class with more than a dozen  
other less classic and more powerful 
cars, including Honda Civics and  
Volkswagen Golfs.

“My Dad is the reason that I race and 
why I race an MG,” said Linn, who 
described his father as “Spridget man  
to the core.”

“He still has three Bugeyes in his 
garage along with enough parts for God 
knows how many more.  It’s been such 
a great experience to be able to share 

with him and learn so much from him,” 
said the national champion. 

His father raced an Austin-Healey Sprite 
in H Production beginning in the late 
1960s and competed at the SCCA Run-
offs at Road Atlanta in 1979 and 1980. 
“And I loved it,” the younger Linn said.

Brian Linn’s first car was an MG  
Midget and his Mom’s high school 
graduation gift to him was a three-day 
school at Jim Russell at Laguna Seca 
in 1985. Not surprisingly, his brother’s 
first car also was an MG.

“I took over the family Bugeye in the 
mid ‘90s after sharing it for a few years 
with my dad.” Linn competed in his  
first SCCA Runoffs in 1996 and  
finished second. The following year,  
he again finished second in the national 
championships.

“H-production participation was weak 
on the west coast so I sold the car and 
bought a Spec Miata with a plan of 
eventually going to F-production in a 
Miata.  A friend, Bill Blust in Colorado, 
had bought a used Huffaker MG and 
asked if I wanted to drive it in 2007.  

We went to the Runoffs that year in 
both F Production and H Production 
and finished 2nd in both classes, and I 
was awarded the Road Racing Drivers 
Club’s Mark Donohue Award.” The 
award is presented to one driver at each 
Runoffs for outstanding performance.

During the next few years, Linn raced 
a number of different cars, including an 
MG Midget owned by Chuck Horton, 
who owns a number of cars prepared by 
Huffaker Engineering in Sonoma, CA.

In December 2015, Linn bought his  
current Midget racer from Horton. 
“Since it’s a Huffaker car, there aren’t 
a lot of areas for improvement. I did 
install some Carbotech brakes because 
I find they have better modulation than 
the Hawks that I used previously,” said 
the Hermosa Beach, CA man.
  
Linn said he especially enjoyed  
competing at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car 
Course in Lexington, OH for this year’s 
SCCA championships.

“Mid Ohio is a great track for the  
Runoffs because of the balance of twisty 
corners, elevation changes and a few 

I
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long straights. It allows the different 
cars to shine on different parts of the 
track. The exit out of Thunder Valley 
and turn one both have high pucker  
factor and create a challenge. On the 
other hand, the slower turns like the 
Keyhole and Carousel, require great  
patience to get a good exit and carry 
speed down the subsequent straights.”

In addition to being an industrial  
designer for an advertising company, 
Linn creates racing art. You can see his 
work at www.linnspeed.com or 
 LINNspeed on Facebook.

This year’s championship win is the 
second for Linn. Last year, he won his 
first championship in a Honda CRX.

Ron Bartell, who finished third at this 
year’s SCCA Runoffs, also has two 
national championships – in 2000  
and 2001, both at Mid-Ohio.

He began his racing career in 1970  
in a college car club, competing in 
autocross events. “In 1972, I went to 
drivers school with a racing Bugeye  
at Thompson Speedway in Connecticut 
along with Paul Newman. We started 

our racing careers the same day.”  
 Interestingly, Bartell has been racing 
for 44 years, yet only ever raced in two 
cars – an Austin-Healey Bugeye Sprite 
and square-bodied MG Midget.

“Over the years, we have taken these 
cars to the ultimate and are getting as 
much out of them as possible. To switch 
to a more modern car would mean 
starting over on the learning curve, and 
unlike the more common approach to 
racing that the younger crowd seems 
to adopt, I still do virtually everything 
that needs to be done on the car.” Bartell 
also credited his friend Tom O’Brien 
and R&L Machine for their help.

“Over the course of my racing career 
with these cars, we have changed  
virtually everything except what we  
are required to run.” Within the H 
Production class, there are limited and 
unlimited categories, which dictate how 
much a car can be modified and how 
much it must weigh.

“On my car, the block, crank, cylinder 
head and carbs are basically unchanged 
except to accommodate over-bored 
pistons,” said the retired mechanical 
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engineer from Madbury, NH.

“The front suspension is converted to 
coil-overs with fabricated control arms 
and Penske shocks. The rear suspension 
must be a live axle, but has coil-over 
springs, a Watts link, disc brakes and 
Penske shocks. The drive shaft is stock, 
but the transmission has been converted 
to Webster gears and dog rings.”

“Other than that, it has a roll cage, fuel 
cell, Electromotive ignition, oversize 
radiator and an Accusump oiler with 
external oil pump and a special oil pan.”
 
Asked about the Mid-Ohio track,  
Bartell said he was fortunate in having 
one of the fastest cars on the more  
difficult sections of the course.

“Taking turn one flat out separates the 
men from the boys, and braking as late 
as possible and carrying as much speed 
as possible through turn four and into 
Madness is very difficult.  For me, the 
biggest deficit is on the straights. Some 
of the sedans have a six miles per hour 
speed advantage over the roadsters  
because their engines are bigger and 
more modern.”
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MGB remains the choice of this longtime SCCA racer

ore than 50 years after  
it was built at MG Car  
Company’s Abingdon  

factory, Jerry Lamb’s MGB remains 
a top contender in the most grueling 
amateur road racing competition in  
the United States – the Sports Car  
Club of America.

It was no surprise at all when he arrived 
in September for the SCCA National 
Runoffs held this year at the Mid-Ohio 
Sports Car Course in Lexington, OH – 
the only MGB in the F Production  
class or any class. 

He’s been racing this same car since 
1984 and is a frequent top runner for 
national honors. Unfortunately, his 
chance for a national championship this 
year ended moments after it started. 

“I got taken out by another car at the 
first corner of the first lap and suffered 
body and suspension damage… This 
year, Mid-Ohio wasn’t so good to me,” 
Lamb said.

But he is far from sidelined. He’s 
already making preparations for next 
year’s Runoffs at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. “We will be ready,” he said.

“I’ve been racing with the SCCA since 
1973.  From 1973 to 1978, I raced a G 
Production Triumph Spitfire. Between 
1979 and 1983, I had a different MGB, 
one with a significant pedigree though.  
It had won the Runoffs when driven by 
Logan Blackburn in 1971 and 1972.”

“In 1984, I had the opportunity to buy 
the MGB I have now. It was originally 

prepared as a race car in 1978 by  
Huffaker Engineering as a customer  
car for Dr. Gerry Gienger. It was 
prepared from a 1963 body, but I don’t 
know its history before it became a race 
car. I have been racing it every year 
since 1984.”

Amazingly, Lamb has competed at the 
SCCA Runoffs 30 times – 29 of those in 
his current MGB. His best finish at the 
Runoffs has been fourth place – in the 
early 2000s at Mid-Ohio and last year  
at the Daytona International Speedway.

Perhaps more amazingly, he insists on 
racing an MG when other racers, some 
who previously raced MGs and other 
British cars, decided to compete in more 
contemporary automobiles. 

M



length, welded it to an adapter plate and 
then bolted it to the transmission.”

“I carry an early MGB close-ratio 
transmission as a spare, but the ratios in 
the Quaife are much better for use on a 
race course.  The Quaife provides four 
usable gears while the MGB trans only 
has three usable gears. With the MGB 
transmission, first gear is used only for 
traveling through the paddock.”

During the 1970s, MGBs were among 
the most popular and winningest of cars 
competing in SCCA. Today, Mazda 
Miata is the most popular car in  
production racing.

“In F Production, an MGB will make  
a lot of power compared to many of  
the other cars in the class, but it may 
not be quite as agile,” Lamb said.  
“As they say, different horses for  
different courses.”

When not racing his highly modified 
1963 MGB, Lamb and his wife enjoy 
their 1980 MGB Limited Edition.

“My wife and I purchased it in 1991. 
Mechanically, it was worn out, but  
the body was in excellent condition.  
Initially, I simply made it safe and 
operable for my wife to drive, as she 
insists it’s really her car.  I guess it must 
be as her name is on the vanity plate.”

Eight years later, Lamb completely  
disassembled the car, fixed the few 
nicks and dings in the body,  
repainted it and completely rebuilt  
all the mechanicals.

“Now, we use it mostly for driving to 
the ice cream shop on warm summer 
nights. But when we feel adventurous, 
we take it on long weekend trips.”
  
“It is almost completely stock, but is 
quick enough to bring a smile to your 
face.”

MOTORSPORT
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“When I started racing in 1973, if you 
were going to race in one of the lower 
production classes, you most likely 
were going to start with a little British 
car. There were lots of them around and 
there was pretty good factory support.”

“Although I thought I knew what I 
was doing with the Spitfire, when I got 
the first MGB I began to realize what 
a huge effort it is to run near the front 
of the pack. With an MGB, I could get 
expert help when I needed it and there 
were plenty of others racing MGBs that 
I could lean on when needed.”

And when British Leyland stopped 
building the MGB and factory support 
disappeared, Lamb remained loyal to 
the marque. 

“I realized that starting over with any 
other car would include a steep learning 
curve and probably cost a whole lot 
more than I wanted to spend.  After  
a while, I kind of liked being the  
underdog in an old MGB.”

What’s more, during the past several 
years, he has been nearly the only  
person who seriously races an MGB  
in SCCA.

“When I acquired this MGB in 1984,  
it was a state of the art production car, 
at least pretty close to that.  There was 
a lot of engine development work being 
done then, however the suspension was 
still mostly stock pieces.”

The MGB engine has been extensively 
modified, with the help of Dave  
Headley of Fab-Tek. “Dave does the 
cylinder head development, camshaft 
designs and valve train modifications, 
and I do the final assembly,”  
Lamb said.

“The engine runs about 15-to -1  
compression and makes great power 
between 6,000 and 8,000 rpms,  

although I usually gear it to run at 
about 7,500 rpms at the end of the  
longest strait of any given race course. 
To achieve that, we have gear sets of 
3.7, 3.9, 4.1, 4.3, 4.55 and 4.88.

Transmission and differential gears 
have been REM treated to reduce 
friction.”

The engine breaths through two  
modified 1¾ -inch SU carbs sourced 
from a Volvo. “I modified four sets  
of the 1¾ -inch carbs until I hit on the 
modifications that seem to make it run 
the best. Exhaust includes a custom 
header design from Fab-Tek.”

Fab-Tek also designed and fabricated 
the full coil-over suspension under 
Lamb’s MGB. The suspension  
includes fully adjustable front and  
rear sway bars.
 
Rear drum brakes have been replaced 
with disc brakes to help slow the car. 
“The rear discs don’t really make the 
car stop that much better, but now the 
car stops as well on the last lap as it 
does on the first lap of a race,”  
Lamb said.

The transmission is an ultra-close ratio 
non-synchro four-speed “Rocket” 
box built by Quaife. “I fabricated a 
bellhousing from an MGB four-speed 
synchronized transmission. I literally 
cut a stock trans case with a hack saw, 
had the saw cut edge milled flat and to 



Filters for the inverted  
spin-on adapter:

n need of an oil filter for your 
MGB, but uncertain what kind 
or type to buy? The following is 

a handy list prepared by Skye Nott of 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
The filters are listed alphabetically and 
availability depends on where you live 
and shop.
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I Filters for the hanging  
spin-on adapter:
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among the many cars recently featured 
on our Facebook page. As reader Lasse 
Skoog commented: “Wow.”

An MBG GT towing a Lotus 11 race 
car generated a whopping 86 likes. 
One of the intriguing details of the 
photo is the trailer, with wire wheels 
that match those of the GT.

A chrome mascot in the image of a  
duck holding an umbrella atop an MG 
VA Tickford generated 71 likes on the 
page. Reader Charlie Chappelle may 
have said it best in his observation:  
“Ha-ha.” 

Meanwhile, a 1933 MG L1 generated 
61 likes. The green roadster with yellow 
wire wheels was a definite standout 
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MGB GT V8 attracts Facebook attention

mong the biggest attractions 
on our Facebook page these 
past months was the photo  

of an MGB GT V8 posted on Oct. 10.

David Knowles, an MG author and 
enthusiast, responded: “A very rare  
concours MGB GT V8 in Mirage 
owned at the time by Yorkshireman –  
I believe – Bill Donaldson in the  
mid- to late-1980s.”

Knowles suspected the photo  
originated from the MG Owners  
Club in around 1986.

Roger Pearce had this to say: “Strange, 
but all of the MGs I have owned, I liked 
my V8 the least. Underpowered, lousy 
gear ratios and suspect handling at  
high speed.”

Another favorite from CMG’s Facebook 
page was the photo of an MGB GT in 
a winter rally pursing a Porsche 911 
Targa.

Adam Spas wrote: “That pic reminds 
me of driving my ’67 MGB roadster 
through a snowstorm in the Berkshires, 
only to have the fuse for the heater 
and wipers pop. Luckily, a gas station 
left a squeegee out, so I left $20 under 
the door and a note, and enjoyed three 
hours of arm-out-the-window-wiping  
all the way back to Amherst. The B 
never let me down.”

A unknown writer from the Blackhills 
Classics Sports Car Club added the  
following: “I like how an MG can bring 
out the MacGyver in all of us.”  
Obviously, a reference to the American 
TV series MacGyver and his antics  
for escaping even the most  
dastardly circumstances.
 

A

17

RISE ABOVE THE REST

Sanata Studios
michael.sanata@gmail.com
614.499.6254

•	 Graphic Design
•	 Photography
•	 Magazine & Newsletter Layouts

Explore new designs for your 
club’s newsletters and magazines.

WORDS: LARRY SANATA



NEWS

ongtime English car guru  
John Twist is stepping away 
from his long and well- 

respected business, University Motors, 
and pursing a new career path.

Along with operating his shop in  
Grand Rapids, MI and serving as a  
consulting expert at major MG meets, 
he was a regular contributor of  
technical articles to North American 
Classic MG magazine.

“I am more retreading than retiring,” 
Twist told CMG. “I’m leaving the brick 
and mortar shop, working on others’ 
MGs and moving to lectures and  
technical seminars.”

When CMG recently caught up to 
Twist, he was in Newbury, Berks,  
England. “I’ve just completed a  

weekend seminar – two individual  
seminars with 25 guys each day at the 
MG Owners’ Club at Swavesey, Cambs.”

Twist opened the doors of University 
Motors in 1975. Prior to that, he worked 
in England at the London-based  
University Motors, where he honed  
his mechanical skills.

He is regarded as one of the most  
talented British mechanics in the  
nation. Twist also is an accomplished 
film maker. He has created more than  
30 films about British car repairs that  
are available on YouTube.

L
Retreading an illustrious career
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Still expressing himself with music and MGs 

emember the songs “Yummy, 
Yummy, Yummy” or “Beg, 
Borrow or Steal,” both of 

which were remarkable hits during  
the Bubblegum Pop Rock era? Or  
how about the group that sang them?

Well, The Ohio Express is alive and 
well, and the leader of the band, Tim 
Corwin, is as busy as ever trying to 
keep up with casino performances 
and music recordings, as well as the 
demands of his automobile restoration 
shop in Lexington, OH.

The Bucket Seat, as it’s called, is well 
known for working on MGs. The day 
Corwin was interviewed, the owner  
of an MG TD with 24,000 miles was 
leaving while Corwin’s employees  
prepared to begin work on a  
1959 MGA.

As much as he loves making and  
playing music, Corwin is mesmerized 
by the MG marque. “I always had a 
British car when I was in high school. 
My buddies had the GTOs and the 
monster cars… and they all made  
fun of me.”

Today, along with working on  
client cars, he is owner of two 
MGBs, both 1974 models, 
and both modified to  
his satisfaction.

R “I like an aggressive-looking, good 
-looking car. With an MGB, you take  
off the over-riders from the bumpers,  
I put a Triumph TR6 gas cap on the  
back and then I take the bubble off of a 
Triumph TR 250 bonnet and mold it to  
my B’s bonnet over the carb area.”

“I’m not a purist,” he confessed.  
Corwin also owns a Jaguar XKE  
and a barn full of classic  
British motorcycles.

It was in high school that Corwin 
and a group of friends started 
making music. “We started the 
band in 1965 when it was known 
as Timothy and the Royals. Of 
course, we wanted that British- 
sounding name.”

In time, they competed at the Battle  
of the Bands in Ohio and caught the  
attention of music agents in New York 
City. Corwin wasn’t surprised. “We  
were a good band.”

Not long later, they were recording  
songs like “Chewy, Chewy,” “Yummy, 

Yummy, Yummy,” and 
“Nothing Sweeter 

Than My Baby” 
and were winning  
fans around the 
world. 

“What made this 
band good was the 

fact that we didn’t 
have just one guy with 

a gravelly voice 
trying to be 
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Mick Jagger. We could do Turtles, 
the Hollies and all the good stuff. 
We had four-part vocals from the 
beginning. We have four-part and 
five- part harmonies still.”

The Ohio Express did concerts for 
about four years ending in about 
1972. When the band stopped 
performing, Corwin found himself 
wondering what to do. “I felt lost.”

“And then it came to me. I’ve  
always been working on sports cars 
and stuff. So I moved into an old 
farm house to collect myself.”

Along with opening a successful 
repair shop, and working part-time 
as a professional photographer, he 
restarted the band. Singing and  
what it means to people, “It’s  
my call to duty.”
 
 

Corwin has done backline work with  
bands in the United States and Germany. 
He’s brought in to work with a band to 
help tighten its sound before appearing  
in concert.

Additionally, “We would open a lot  
for Neal Diamond. We did tours with  
The Who. And Gary Lewis and I are really 
good friends. We do casino  
stuff together now.”

Just months ago, The Ohio Express  
finished a Christmas CD. And as if music 
and MGs weren’t enough, Corwin along 
with his father and brother also operate a 
most unusual business.

“We do work for the Cleveland Model & 
Supply Company re-engineering all these 
kits they stopped making in the ‘50s,” he 
said. Cleveland Model & Supply is the  
 
 
oldest continuously operating model  
airplane company in the world.

A portion of The Bucket Seat is home to 
radio-controlled planes of all sorts and  
sizes, hanging from the ceiling and  
occupying tables and shelves everywhere – 
some nearly as large as an MG.

After chatting with an old friend and  
music agent, he eventually bought the 
rights to The Ohio Express in the 1990s 
and the band has been performing  
ever since. 

They still record their original works 
along with material by other artists. For 
the past decade, they’ve worked with a 
recording studio in Germany. 

“People have lost touch with good  
music in this country. Maybe it’s just 
that I’m getting old fashion. The stuff 
we do is still good rock n roll.”

He also has been involved with other 
musicians, including Joe 
Walsh of the Eagles and 
James Gang. “We used 
some of our guys for 
some of his backline.”

The Ohio Express  
today consists of : 

Tim Corwin on lead vocals,  
John Baker on lead guitar,  

Guy Hoffman on bass,  
David Haag on drums,  

Jeff Burgess on keyboard and  
Warren Sawyer on rhythm guitar and keyboards.



Man makes incredible MG discovery while on safari

B
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Jack-All system and turn signal  
trafficators, as well as roll-out 
 windshield for great ventilation. 
 
“Amazingly, everything worked,” said 
Edwards. The first few trips driving the 
right-hand drive car required some  
concentration, he confessed, when having  
to change gears with the left hand.

“It’s especially fun to see people’s reaction 
when I drive backwards into the drive-
through window at the bank or fast-food 
restaurant,” the MG owner joked.  

In 2008, he decided to restore the car. But 
why make such an effort, with a perfectly 
fine car?

“To help answer that question, and  
to make me feel better, you need to  
understand the history of this particular 
automobile,” he explained.

efore the summer of 2007, 
Dave Edwards had never 
seen, let alone ever heard  

of, a four-door MG.

But that changed when he was in 
South Africa and stopped to visit 
friends Norman and Jennie Frost,  
the owners of Frost Brothers Classic 
Cars in Knysna.

“Jennie was driving a splendid 1947 
MG YA, a four-door, and promptly 
told me it was not for sale. However, 
if things changed, she said I would  
be the first to know,” the affable  
enthusiast recounted.

“Before my safari trip had ended, 
Jennie had found a car she liked better 
and I became the proud owner of an 
MG YA.”

For Edwards, it was perhaps his most 

intriguing encounter in the many years 
he has traveled to Africa. “I’ve been to 
Africa 15 times, over a 25-year period, 
and went on safari every trip.”

Norman Frost arranged to have the car 
shipped, by way of container, from Port 
Elizabeth, South Africa. About 35 days 
later, the container arrived in  
Spartanburg, SC. After removing the 
MG, Edwards got inside, turned the  
key and the car started immediately.

“I couldn’t help but feel this was a 
good omen and I gradually began  
to understand how special this MG  
was – and not only because it had just  
a little more than 37,000 miles on  
its odometer.”

Painted black with a wine-color interior 
and real wood dash and door trim, it 
was outfitted with a sliding sunroof, 
telescopic steering wheel, 
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COLLECTOR

It began with the original registration 
certificate when in Cape Town, South 
Africa, Bernard Barh Long registered 
his new car on Nov. 15, 1948. The 
next day, he put six gallons of gas in 
the car and recorded that purchase and 
the odometer reading of 101 miles.

From then until 1994, at the mileage 
of 36,495, every gallon of gas, every 
service, every tire, every battery, and 
every mileage were recorded in a  
petrol log book. Also found with the 
car were the original The First 500 
Miles break-in instruction booklet,  
the Lubrication and Maintenance 
booklet, the original owner’s hand-
book, the original sales brochure  
and the original tools.”

“The car presumably changed hands 
in 1994, with 36,495 miles, and barely 
2,000 more miles put on the car before 
I purchased it in 2007.”

The restoration of XPAG/SC/X11684 
was a major endeavor. Along with 
powder coating the frame, every nut 
and bolt was cleaned, shined and made 
to look perfectly original.

“And by using a rotisserie, we were 
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able to get a perfect paint restoration. 
Also, we were able to refinish the  
wooden dash, the wooden doors and 
window trim, and the wooden trim 
around the sliding sun roof,”  
Edwards said.

“Upon looking more closely, we  
discovered the original paint color had 
been a pastel green with dark green 
fenders and running boards. We knew 
immediately we should return the car  
to its original color.”

“Naturally, this drastic color change 
would require a new interior to match. 
We found great pictures of an original 
interior and the upholsterers we hired 
were able to duplicate even the stitching 
and especially the different color piping 
on the seats.”

The engine, suspension and wiring had 
been rebuilt while still in South Africa. 
However, Edwards decided to change 
the carburetion.

“With a single carburetor, the 1,250 
cc engine created 46 horsepower. We 
added another carburetor and increased 
performance significantly – perhaps as 
much as 52 horsepower. That increase 

makes the YA much more enjoyable.”
He also chose to improve the cooling 
system of the YA having heard horror 
stories about MGs doing a far from  
adequate job especially in hot weather.

“To make sure we never overheated, 
a hidden electric radiator fan has been 
installed to keep the engine cool even 
when driving during the hot South  
Carolina summers,” Edwards explained.

Today, the MG YA shows 39,023 miles 
on its odometer and spends much of its 
time in a temperature-controlled garage 
– a well-deserve interlude for such a 
special car.

A special car indeed. Dave Edwards has 
no other MGs and he only bought this 
one because of its incredible history.  
“I have a 1940 Ford, 1952 Mercedes 
220B Cabriolet, 1979 Toyota Land 
Cruiser FJ40, 1970 Oldsmobile 442 
Convertible, 2004 Porsche 911 4S  
Cabriolet and this MG.”
 
“The rareness of this MG was what  
attracted me to it. I never even knew 
MG had made a four-door car until  
I saw this one.”



WHO: 
Richard Bombard of Auburn, WA 

WHAT:
1937 MG TA, with a 1938 Ford V8 60 engine 
 
WHY:
Richard Bombard’s MG TA manages to attract an instant 
crowd wherever it’s parked, thanks to its immaculate  
condition and gorgeous red paint. But few people are  
prepared for what lies within – a beastly Ford V8 60 engine. 

“Using a Ford flathead engine was a real common  
conversion among TCs and TDs during the ‘50s,” he  
explained. “I had the bellhousing to bolt that engine to  
a TC transmission long before I bought the car. And the  
car was a real basket case car so I thought it was a good  
candidate to stick the V8 engine in. Plus, the TA engines  
are kind of weak anyway.”

Most people are satisfied to simply place the flathead in 
place using the stock motor mounts, Bombard said. But  
he wanted to be able to remove the distributor, with the  
radiator in place.

“So I moved the engine back about two inches, which 
required a little more work. I then had to move the cross 
member for the transmission back a little bit. And I made 
headers for it myself. That way, I could clear the starter.”

The end result is a gorgeous TA that no one would suspect 
was hopped up unless then looked under the bonnet at the 
wonderfully detailed eight-cylinder engine.

“They called them the V8 60 engine because in stock 
condition they produced 60 horsepower. Mine’s got 8-to-1 
compression Offenhauser cylinder heads, two Stromberg 
carbs and an Iskendarian cam, and makes maybe 90 horses.”

What’s more, “Being a flathead, the valves won’t float.  
And there’s pretty much no limit to how high you can rev 
one till the rods break.”

Bombard said he had no problem sourcing an engine, As  
a matter of fact, he has another five or six at his home. 

Hot rod powered MG TA  
captures the attention of many
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EVENTS

wenty-six years ago, 89 MGs 
carrying twice as many  
enthusiasts set sail for the  

United Kingdom and the motoring  
tour of a lifetime. Known as the Circuit 
of Britain, drivers, passengers and cars 
covered 2,500 miles in three weeks.

People like “crazy ideas,” Mike  
Leckstein confessed earlier this year 
during the Kimber Festival in  
Allentown, PA when he reminisced 
about the driving adventure. 

Would he ever consider doing  
something like this again? “No Way,” 
said the former intrepid traveler. On the 
other hand, “It was the greatest thing I 
did after marrying my wife.”

For fellow tourer Greg Prehodka, the 
drive was incredibly special. “We all 
have such personal stories.” 

One of those, in his case, involved  
the title for his MG TD. “I checked 

Remembering the drive of a lifetime

 my title before the tour and found out  
I had title to my engine number and  
not the car’s chassis number. I had  
to get it re-titled.”

He also had a unique problem  
compared to other MG enthusiasts on 
the journey. “I had to convert my MG 
TD race car back into a street car for 
the event. It’s a good thing I kept all the 
parts from when I converted it from a 
street car to a vintage race car in 1977.”

“And when I drove my TD to the docks 
in Elizabeth, NJ, I was totally blown 
away at how many older American cars 
were being shipped to England --  
mostly cars from the ‘50s and ‘60.

For Leckstein, the most memorable part 
of the journey was seeing the parade of 
cars driving through Abingdon in front 
of the MG Car Co. factory for the  
dedication of a bronze plaque at the 
Boundary House.

T Mike Leckstein and his wife, Barbara, 
are credited with putting together the 
1990 Circuit of Britain Tour, an  
incredible effort when you consider  
the amount of work that went into  
organizing people and cars from the  
U.S. to be transported to Britain, not  
to mention the itinerary that needed  
to be created when the cars and people 
reached the motherland.

“Just the thought that so many old MGs 
could make this journey was amazing,” 
said Prehodka.

“The smoothness of this whole operation 
attests to the high level of organization 
and attention to detail which were the 
hallmarks of this epic trip,” Richard 
Knudson wrote in 1990 in MG  
Magazine, the predecessor to North 
American Classic MG magazine.

“Think of it! Twelve hours after leaving 
JFK International Airport… we were on 
the road in England driving our MGs.”

WORDS: LARRY SANATA 
PHOTOS: GREG PREHODKA



EVENTS

31



EVENTS

32

Malcolm and Andrea Green in England 
worked with Leckstein and his staff  
in the U.S. to prepare the route for the  
journey – at no cost. “They knew where 
we wanted to go and were instructed  
to keep us off the major roads  
whenever possible. What a magnificent 
and professional job they did,”  
Knudson said.

“MGs were not made for the wide  
open spaces and interstate highways  
of America. They are provincial  
automobiles made for safety fast  
touring over the unique roads and  
lanes of rural England,” he reflected.

“I’m talking about paved roads where 
both front fenders on a TC are hitting  
the bushes… roads where you change 
gears ten or more times in a mile…  
and hills where you’re in first gear  
going up and where you smell the  
brakes going down – even when  
you’re using engine braking!”

“Driving the A and B roads in England 
gave me an appreciation for what our 
MGs, especially the MGTs and older 
MGs, were really designed for,”  
Prehodka said more recently.

During the tour, the group had an  
opportunity to visit a number of towns, 
including Abingdon, Brooklands,  
Donington and Prescott.

They also caught up to a number of 
MG figures including Ron Gammons 
of the MG Car Club, longtime race 
mechanic and racer Wilkie Wilkinson 
and Lord Montague of Beaulieu.

“A major goal of the trip was to prove 
we could do it,” Knudson wrote. “We 
wanted to show that we could bring 89 
cars to England for an outstanding MG 
trip. Of utmost importance was making 
the Land’s End to John O’Groats trip, 
once considered the ultimate test of a 
British automobile.”
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The tour also included a week-long stay 
at Abingdon, with side trips to London, 
Stratford and Woodstock. “In Abing-
don, my wife, Karen, and I went to  
eat dinner in a local steak house where 
I ordered ice tea. Our waitress was  
disgusted that we would ever put ice  
in our tea,” he recalled.

The group also had an opportunity  
to drive the route of the Abingdon 
-Abingdon Trials, a popular  
competition in the ‘30s, and visit  
 

Brooklands, the famous banked track 
south of London where MGs raced 
decades ago.

Even today, Prehodka confesses he’s not 
certain how much money the trip cost. 
But he said it was worth every cent.

“For me, it was a 2,400-mile adventure 
of a lifetime!”  “It was absolutely  
fabulous,” added Leckstein.



34

CLUBS

INTERNATIONAL 
 
MG Car Club of Toronto 
P.O. Box 97505,344 Old Kingston Road, Toron-
to, Ontario, M1C 4Z1 Canada,  
mgtoronto.com/  
 
MG Drivers Club 
18 George’s Place Clinton, NJ 08809-1334 
908-713-6251 
 
 
 
NATIONAL: 
 
American MGB Association 
5433 N. Ashland Ave. Chicago, IL 60640-1153 
mgclub.org 
 
American MGC Register  
Richard Stephenson, amgcra@gmail.com;  
Bill Howerton, captainbillh@gmail.com 
mgcars.org.uk/amgcr 
 
MG Vintage Racers,  
Chris Meyers 
mgvr.org 
 
North American MGA Register (NAMGAR) 
namgar.com 
registar@namgar.com 
 
North American MGB Register (NAMGBR) 
PO Box 876 Downers Grove, IL 62897-0876 
1-800-NAMGBR-1. namgbr.org 
 
North American MMM Registry 
Tom Metcalf. Woodlands Cottage  
1475 Township Rd 853, Ashland, OH 44805 
 
The New England MG’T’ Register, Ltd. 
Not all of our members put their T-Types  
away for winter!  
nemgtr.org 
 
The SVW Register of NA 
Robert O’Meara 1 Bates Rd. Dudley MA 01571.  
508-943-1447. romeara@massed.net 
 
 
 
REGIONAL/LOCAL
 
NORTHEAST:
 
British Motor Cars of New England,  
P.O. Box 368 Wyoming, Rhode Island 02898 
401-539-2879 
 

British Motor Club of S. New Jersey,  
Bill Carroll wcarroll@septa.org 
14 Lenore Ct., Hammonton, NJ 09037 
Buffalo Octagon Association  
buffalomg.com 
 
Delaware Valley Classic MG Chapter,  
Tom Rippert, 610-287-9325,  
dvcmg.com 
 
Keystone Region MG Club, Inc.,  
PO Box 293, Delaware Water Gap, PA, 19327 
kimdeb@ptd.net, 570-424-6259. keystonemg.com  
 
MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre,  
P.O. Box 435, Convent Station, NJ 07961  
mgccnj.org 
 
MG Car Club Long Island Centre 
Alan Patraka, 718-423-0754 
1365 212 St. Bayside, NY 11360  
mgcars.org.uk/mgcclic
 
MG Car Club Western New York Center,  
PO Box 92556, Rochester, New York 14692  
mgcarclub.com   
 
NY/Conn Chapter of NEMGTR,  
Fort DiRenno, 914-960-8688 
director@nyconn.org 
 
Philadelphia MG Club,  
104 Valley View Rd., E. Norriton, PA 19401,  
Steve Harding, 610-275-7960, mgbgt1@me.com 
 
Positive Earth Driver’s Club, New Jersey,  
President: Mark Berkowsky,  
pedcC.org 
 
 
SOUTHEAST: 
 
Big Bend MGs, Tallahassee, Fla.  
bigbendmgs.com 
 
British Car Club Midlands Centre 
Columbia, S.C. 17 Edens Ln., Lugoff, S.C. 
29078, Ron Jarosz. RonJtheMGGuy@aol.com 
 
British Car Club of Charleston,  
Jack or Diane Lambert, 843-849-9707 
Mt. Pleasant, S.C. dlambert@bennetthofford.com 
 
British Car Club of Southwest Virginia 
David Honness, 540-353-1200 
3044 Merino Drive Roanoke Va 24018 
honness@cox.net 
 
 
 

British Car Club of Western North Carolina 
Carole Carter. bccwnc@bccwnc.org    
P.O. Box 994, Arden, NC 28704-0994 
www.bccwnc.org 
 
Chesapeake Chapter of the New England MG-T Register,  
Shaun P. English, 703-229-3317 
9318 Brambly Lane, Alexandria, VA 22039  
chesapeakechaptermgtclub.com 
 
Classic MG Club,  
classicmgclub.com 
 
Clustered Spires British Car Club,  
Frederick, MD, csbcc2008@live.com 
Don Dean, 301-663-8591 
 
East Tennessee MG Drivers Club 
John Whitt, 865-475-9944 
whittbiz@gmail.com, etmgdc.org 
 
Metrolina MG Club, Charlotte, NC.,  
metrolinamgcarclub.com 
 
MG Car Club Florida,  
PO Box 410471, Melbourne, FL 32941,  
mgcarclubflorida.org 
 
MG Car Club/ Washington, DC Centre,  
PO Box 6321, Arlington, VA, 22206.  
MGcarclubdc.com 
 
North Carolina MG Car Club 
P.O. Box 12273 Raleigh, NC 27605 
ncmgcarclub.org
 
Southeastern MG T Register,  
Atlanta, GA(FL, GA, TN, AL, SC, NC) 
www.semgtr.org, webmaster@semgtr.org 
 
 
MIDWEST:  
 
BuckAyes, the Ohio Chapter of NAMGAR 
14430 Meadow Creek Ln., LaGrange, OH 44050.  
drivesmgs@gmail.com 
 
Chicagoland MG Club,  
PO Box 455, Addison, IL 60101,  
chicagolandmgclub.com 
 
Illinois Flat Land British Car Club,  
Denny Elimon, 217-649-6925  
103 Wood Creek Ct., Mahomet, IL 61852,  
delimon@mchsi.com, britishcarowner.com 
 
Kansas City MG Club, Kansas City, MO.  
Bill Davidson, 913-677-0884 
bill74mgb@sbcglobal.net, kcmgcc.com 
 



Midwest MGA Club,  
John Boles, jkboles@gvi.net 
9601 W.104th Street, Overland Pk, KS 66212  
IFLBCC.com
Milwaukee and Greatlakes MG Motorcar 
Group (MG3)  
(Milwaukee and southeast Wisconsin),  
president@mg3club.org,  
 
Minnesota MG Group,  
Bob Anderson, minn.mg.group@gmail.com 
mn-mggroup.org 
 
Ohio Chapter of NEMGTR 
798 State Mill Rd., Akron, OH 44139 
http://ohiomgt.wixsite.com/ohiomgt 
 
Prairie Octagon MG Club,  
Rick Ingram, 217-469-2007 
PO Box 746, St. Joseph, Illinois 61873.  
mowog1@aol.com 
 
St. Louis (Missouri) MG Club,  
chairman@stlouismgclub.com 
stlouismgclub.com 
 
 
SOUTHWEST: 
 
Alamo MG Association  
Bryan Prindle, 210-497-7857 
803 Lightstone, San Antonio, TX 78258,  
bryanprindle@sbcglobal.net, www.alamo.org 
 
Arizona MG Club  
15317 E. Via Del Palo Rd.,  
Chandler, AZ 85249,  
ktimian@poweronedata.com 
 
Bakersfield British Car Club,  
Bakersfield, California. 
bakersfieldbritish.blogspot.com/ 
 
British Motor Club of Utah 
britishmotorclub.org 
 
British Motoring Club of N. Colorado 
http://clubs.hemmings.com/clubsites/bmcnc 
 
 
British Motorcar Club of S. New Mexico,  
Membership Secretary, Ed Townley,  
PO Box 2703 Las Cruces, NM 88004 
575-526-7807, healeymnster@gmail.com 
 
Capital City MG Club (Texas)  
Ron Shimek, rjshimek@austin.rr.com 
ccmgc.org 
 
 

Houston MG Car Club since 1971 
Dwight Dawson, d3dawson@gmail.com 
houstonmgcc.com 
 
MG Owners Club NorCal | S.F. Bay Area 
Mike Jacobsen, MikesMuseum@yahoo.com 
Steve Kellogg, webmaster@mgocsf.org 
mgocsf.org 
 
MGCC Rocky Mtn Centre 
Richard Fritz, 303-774-9710 
RBFritz@comcast.net, mgcc.org 
 
Paradise British Car Club 
Santa Barbara/San Luis Obispo Cos., CA  
Jim Bull, 805-937-4208 emgeeguy@aol.com 
 
Reno British Car Club 
Gene deRuelle, 775-825-6445 
4410 Camino Lindo Way Reno, NV 89502 
deruelle@att.net 
 
Rocky Mountain MG T Register 
Bud Silvers 719-598-6713 
16151 Timber Meadow Dr., Colorado Springs, 
CO 80908 
lownslo@rmmgtr.com, rmmgtr.com 
 
Southern California MG Club 
Steve Gartner, , SoCalMGClub.org 
 
Sacramento Valley MG Car Club 
(Sacramento & area NAMGAR) 
svmgcc.org | president@svmgcc.org 
 
San Diego MG Car Club 
P.O. Box 710111, San Diego, CA 92171. 
sandiegomgclub.org 
 
Sorry Safari Touring Society, Ltd.  
(MG club open to all models and years) 
San Francisco Bay Area, sstsmg.com
 
The Texas MG Register  
Heather A. Marsh, 972-291-4543 
swampy2@mac.com, tmgr.org 
 
Victor Valley British Car Club  
SoCal High Desert 
Bill Rosenbaum, 760-247-9856 
PO Box 2155, Apple Valley, CA 92307 
 
 
NORTHWEST: 
 
British Motor Club of Oregon Eugene, OR 
347 Rustic Place #22, Eugene, Oregon 97401 
Amanda Haugland angharad.bach@gmail.com.  
http://bmcoo.org 
 

Northwest MG T Register Puget Sound WA 
Dave DuBois, 360-479-0462 
1913 South Marine Dr., Bremerton, WA 98312 
nwmgtr@sinclair.net, nwmgtr.org.

CLUBS
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Classic MG Magazine  
is happy to list your local or national 
club on this page in exchange for  
publicity in your newsletter.  

Please send club contact information  
to us, in the below format. 
 

 

Information can be either mailed or 
emailed to the addresses below. 

 
P.O. Box 1581 Dublin, OH. 43017  
or msanata@icloud.com.

Club Name 
Mailing Address 
Email Address 
Website



1980 MGB LE. 1- owner last 26 years. 
Chrome off repaint, new black leather 
interior with red piping, new carpets,  
reconditioned wheels.  New top, radio/cd, 
Spatz shocks, overdrive, engine rebuilt 
to 2000 cc with mild cam and Weber 
carb. Excellent road car in exceptional 
condition Multiple show winner.  Many 
pictures on request.  $11,400 OBO  
Ed Farnell 803-360-6806 or email  
eafarnell@gmail.com. SC

1980 MGB LE. Excellent condition.  
Restored. 45K miles. $10,995 OBO, CO. 
charleyrob@gmail.com. 203-733-4421.

1937 MG TA. Very good condition.  
XPAG engine. Many recent updates. 
$32,000. alis4@yahoo.com. Marty.

MG TC/A/B Rolling Shell.  
Steel dash B. Minor rust repair ok. 
$1,000 or less projects wanted. 
Michael, msanata@icloud.com. WA.

MG Parts. B, Spridget, Alfa & Triumph 
parts. Downsizing. Solid project cars too. 
Mike. Miketr4@gmail.com.

Earning the American Dream  
This book documents what was right and 
wrong with BMC. $47 ($52 overseas) 
includes shipping. Gordon Whitby, 379 
Spinks Canyon Rd, Duarte, CA 91008.

North American Classic MG magazines 
Numbers 1-70. $35 plus shipping.  
Contact Steve at mgbgt1@me.com.

CLASSIFIEDS

If you would like to place an ad, 
please mail details to  
NA Classic MG Magazine,  
P.O. Box 1581 Dublin, OH. 43017  
or e-mail (msanata@icloud.com).  
 
Subscribers can list free ads  
up to three lines, with no photos,  
for three issues (six months).  
 
 
For $30 we will include  
images or a longer description for 
three issues (six months).

MG
TC-TD-TF-MGA-MGB-C-Midget

SHOCK ABSORBERS:         
MGTC     

 MGTD & TF       
 MGA, MGB, MGC, Midget   
 HEAVY DUTY UPGRADE   
 SHOCK LINK (New or Rebuilt)            

BRAKES: sleeved and rebuilt                                    
MGB, Midget caliper   

 MGA. MGC caliper  
 MGA, Midget twin master 1956-67  
 MGB, Midget master 1968-80      
 MGB brake booster servo   
 MGC booster servo.    
 Cylinders sleeved only   
 Kingpin swivel axle rebushed 
 Front end A-arm (Midget)   
CARBURETORS:    

COMPLETE REBUILDING
  Disassembly, cleaning, bodies rebushed, new
   std. size throttle shafts, jets, needles, fl oat   
 valves, gaskets. FLOW BENCH TEST
CARB BODIES REBUSHED                                   
 and new throttle shafts. 

———————————————
Exchange or Yours Rebuilt. Core charges apply if 
items are ordered prior to (and are refunded after) 

our receiving old units. Free catalog.
www.applehydraulics.com
  ———————————————

APPLE HYDRAULICS
1610 Middle Road, Calverton, NY 11933

631-369-9515, FAX: 631-369-9516
Toll Free 800-882-7753

VISA, MC, DISCOVER, AMEX, PAYPAL

pdf is available for download at 
applehydraulics.com/more.htm
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"KEEP' EM ON 
    THE ROAD"

®

VictoriaBritish.com

Parts & Accessories For
MG, TRIUMPH, SUNBEAM, 

& AUSTIN HEALEY
Call or Go Online Today!
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